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THE 
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T R U T H, 

BY WHICH 

TO FIND THE CAUSE 

OF 

ERROR. 


Of the Logic of Theology. 

T O this general Chart of Truth, Spe¬ 
culative, Practical, and Poetical, I 
Come now to add another and farther pro¬ 
vince : a province fuperior in its origin, more 
univerfal in its comprehenfion, and more im¬ 
portant in its ufe; in which the_lNTELLECT, 
Yol. I{. R the 
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the Will, and the Imagination, have ail 
the fqlleft and fublimefl exercife,. . 

t ; I _ . ’ t. 

H ,In this province, truth does not fpring from 
any Material fubjedl in the compafs of the 
univerfe, or from the Mind of man in its ope-: 
rations and effects, as in thofe which have 
been difcuffed; but from another and much 
higher fource, the Mind or Itdll of God t 
more immediately and direCtly difpenfed, than 
by the ordinary adminiftration of his provi¬ 
dence : And, as it is derived from the dir 
vineft origin, it has in view the nobleff end—-> 
the immortal happinefs of man a . 

This is a field of knowledge productive of 
a .fpecies of truth which, logically confidered, 
is more different from the. kinds that have 
been analyzed and arranged in the preceding 
volume, than any .of them are from each 
other, cpnftituting the fcience of a' THEOf 
TOGY, with which Ariftotle was entiply 
unacquainted; but, as Reafon is more direCtly 
or indireCtly concerned with all truth that 
relates to man, this fpecies, however fupcriop 

* See p. 126, 217, 268, of the firft volume. 

and 
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and divine, has a Logic appropriated to itfelfy 
as well as the other fciences; which Corned 
now to be analyzed and arranged, according 
to the Rule laid down in the fifth chapter of 

the former volume. a- 

. ■ / 

To give a philofophical delineation of this 
other Logic, by diftinguifhing its Principle , 
by illuftrating it? proper Method of Reafoning y 
ind by afcertaining the particular nature and 
genius of the Truth refulting from the whole, 
is the main objedt of my prefent undertaking. 
For the fake of difplaying more clearly and 
adequately to view the province of Theology, 
this general Chart of the different kinds of 
learning was firft projected, and the parallel 
drawn between the logic appropriated to each; 
hi the humble but fanguine hope, that, from 
fuch an enlarged and comparative eftimate, 
it may receive the ftrongefl and diliindteft 
light, that its ftudy may be facilitated if_ not 
irriproved, that its truths, being weighed in 
ctii equal and impartial Scale, may have their 
full and proper value, and that its luperior 
excellence may be more evidently afcertained : 
which plan, if executed with fuccefs, pro- 
B 2 mifes 
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mifes to lay the deepeft and broadeft bottom*, 
on which to ground and ejiablijh the Chrtfiian 
Faith b . 

The departments of learning, which have 
been the lubjedt of the preceding le&ures, 
are properly human : this which comes now 
to be difcuffed and illu ft rated by a compari- 
fon with them, is properly divine. From a 
logical and comprehenfive knowledge of the 
different branches of human learning, the ftu- 
dent will bring a ftrength and cultivation of 
mind, and a clearnefs of comprehenfion, to his 
theology,. which will abridge his labour and 
enfure his fuccefs, in every part of his fub- 
lime profeftion. Inftead of being perplexed 
by a mixture and confufion of different ftu- 
dies, the bane of all proficiency in good learn¬ 
ing ; he will know how to adapt and improve 
them to his advantage. Inftead of being .em- 
barraffed by an intrufion 6f fubjedfs from other 
parts of knowledge, which defeat his reafon- 
ing or difconcert his train of thinking; from 
a logical acquaintance with all, he Will fee 

* See p. 76, of firft volume. 

where 
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\vhefe the diftinCtion lies, and be able to ap¬ 
ply each, in its proper ufe, to the great object 
of his enquiry. Inftead of wandering from 
one difficulty to another, in the midft of par¬ 
tial and indigefted information, as in a maze 
of error which is increafed by an indifcrimi- 
nate glare of light, he will move on with 
eafe and fafety, in the ferenity of a clear and 
comprehenfive mind. Prejudice, which, in 
narrow conceptions, is always fo inveterate 
and often fo invincible, will give place to can¬ 
dour:, whilft all partial and minute objections 
will be loft in enlarged and extenfive views. 
The theological ftudent will found the prin¬ 
ciples of his fcienCe on their juft and philofo- 
phical balls, diftinguilhing them from thole, 
of every other; and, after purfuing that me¬ 
thod of inveftigation which is naturally adapted 
to them, without deviating into any other, 
he will embrace, with a manly and reafon- 
able aflent, the ftupendous truths of a fublime 
religion. Thofe which he can comprehend, 
he Will'enjoy with gratitude; and thofe, 
which are above his conception, he will adore 
in profounder admiration. 

B 3 But, 
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- ' But, to derive this eafe and advantage to 
"his ftiidies from fuch a comparative eftimate 
of theology with the other parts of learning, 
did is to be apprized, that fome labour and 
attention are to be previoufly employed. To 
read with care, to think, with candour, to 
judge with impartiality, and to determine for 
himfelf, are the hrft and leading qualifications 
of the theological ftudent. Many and vari- 
, ous comparifons are to be formed between one 
fcience and another, in all their correfpondent 
parts; and that of Theology is to be com¬ 
pared with every other. To make thefe 
• comparifons with accuracy and fuccefs, he 
will fee the neceflity of a competent acquaint¬ 
ance with the circle of the fciences being 
previoufly formed. He will difcover, that, 
to do juftiCe to this exalted and extenfive field 
of knowledge, which is the obje£t of his cul¬ 
tivation, it is not enough to read over, on the 
one hand, the bulky folios of fchool-divinity 
with a dronifh and befotted induftry, embrac¬ 
ing whatever is advanced with an implicit 
aflent; nor, on the other, to run through 
the gilded volumes of our modern fermonizers, 

which 
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.which ary calculated to relieve him fro in the 
trouble of thinking, and the ; labpurof 'atten¬ 
tion, and to kill an idle hour in, all the^fe 
of an indolent ftraight-forward reading.. The 
ftudy of Theology is both learned and IabP- 
rious, and requires, more than any other, an 
independant and active mind. And- whoever 
ihall honour thefe volumes with a perufal, 
their author prefumes to requeft, that he will 
take nothing on the authority of the writer, 
or depend upon his judgment, but examine 
every thing and judge for himfelf; that he 
will do him the favour not to read them oyer 
in an indolent ftraight-forward way, with a 
view to be entertained, (in which he will, be 
miferably difappointed); but that he will look 
, back to different parts of the parallel, and 
compare them together; that he will exa¬ 
mine with freedom, and correct with can- 
> dour : and,-as a fellow-labourer in the com- 
vrnipnwealth of learning, their author will 
engage^ on his part, to accept of all improve- 
; ; ments . with gratitude, and to adopt them 
with limpidity. 

With fentiments of deepeft awe and rever¬ 
ence, I enter upon the province of facred 
B 4 truth, 
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truth, which, though protected, as it ought 
to be, fromoutrage and" open violence, by the 
civil power, is always to maintain its autho¬ 
rity over the minds of men, by its own inhe* 
rent worth and native evidence* This exalted 
province is not the lefs perplexed in all it3 
parts, nor rendered the lefs^difficult in its 
arrangement and difcufliori, by the-number 
and diverfity of champions, who, one after 
another, have taken this confecrated ground. 
The fociety of the learned, in this as well 
as in all other departments, may be divided 
into two claffes; the one Confifting of a few } 
the other of a many. The former are thofe 
bold and enterprifing geniufes, who advance 
before their fellows in the road of fcience, in 
the invention of truth, and in the formation 
of fyftem. ,The latter follow behind at a 
humble diftance, content with the inferior 
praife of admiring and elucidating their fteps, 
without attempting to advance beyond them j 
patronizing their inventions, efpoufing their 
opinions, and adopting their errors'. The 

former, 

c cc Thofe which give themfelves to follow and imitate 
<c others, were in aH things fo'obfervarit feflators of their 
u matters, Whom they admired and believed in, as they 

M thought 
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former, who are naturally capable, becoming 
too foon wedded to their own fyflems and 
inventions, from which they are unwilling to 
depart, are rendered by their fuccefs, at length, 
tillable to proceed in the advancement of 
knowledge i and a pealant from the plough* 
with a ftrong and active mind undebauched 
by fyftem* is a fairer candidate in the held of 
literature* than thofe fages of the fecond 
clafs with all the parade of learning without 
any of the power, ' ‘ 

Without affe&ing to dictate on the. one 
hand, or implicitly to follow on the other, 
but foliating to be examined and improved 
on all, as I have done in the depart men tfe ■ of 
human learning, I muft here alfo beg l£avd 
of fyftematical divines, without any difre-* 
fpe£t or contempt for their labours, to claim 
the privilege of a free adventurer in the fearch 
of truth, and to treat this great argument 
pf Theology in my own way. Though 
truth may.be moft ealily and frequently found 

“ thought it fafer to condemn their own underftandings, 
“ than to examine them,” is an obfervation of the great 
Raleigh on the learned men of his time. 

Hift. of the World, Chap. iii. § t. 

in 
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in the broad and beaten path, and not the lefs 
■ to be valued becaufe overtaken in the com¬ 
mon. road; yet, by following each other in 
the fame unvaried track of formal cultiva¬ 
tion, with a facred care never to deviate from 
it, philofophers, both divine and human, con* 
•firm many errors, without improving any 
truths : and though, in the other mode of 
proceeding, errors are perhaps more liable to 
be incurred, they will be foon detected ; and, 
from the eafe and liberality which it profefl'es, 
no fooner detected than abandoned. 


Theology is the queen of fciences. To 
this all the other parts of learning fliould 
minifter and fubferve: “ the virgins that be, 
** her fellows fhould bear her company,” to 
cultivate the underftanding, and to prepare 
the heart, for this fublimer application. To 
train the mind in the gradual fearch of know- 
i ledge ; to raife it from one fubjedt to another, 
as it gathers ftrength ; to diredt its progref- 
fion from fcience to fcience; to facilitate and 
enlarge its comprehenfion, whilft the exer- 
cil'e of its faculties is confined within the 

fphere 
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fphere of their diftinft and proper a&ion; to 
know its capacity and extent when ftretched^ 
out to their utmoft reach \ and, above all, to 
reft contented in the virtuous fruition of 
truth, whatever it may be, or however found, 
is that philofophic difcipline of their diviner 
part, in which mortals may repofe their pride 
and honour. Whilft it raifes the intellect to 
the fummit of all knowledge, it fubdues the 
will to virtue, and engages the imagination 
in the fupport and ornament of both ; and, 
by an ufeful culture, prepares the mind, aa a 
bridal chamber, for the reception and enter¬ 
tainment of thofe diviner truths, which will 
exalt that honour into a more permanent and 
fubftantial glory. 
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CHAP, t 

Of the Theological Principle* and 
Effect upon the Mind. 


T HE kinds of Truth, which form the 
feveral departments of human. learn¬ 
ing belonging to the different provinces of the 
Theoretic, the PraCtic, and the Poetic, mind* 
are the inferences and deductions of natural 

t 

Reafon from principles exifting in the nature 
and conflitution of fubjeCts, material or men¬ 
tal, to which they refpeCtively relate*^ 

And thus a part of that truth* which in the 
divine Mind is univer/al , and intuitive ,. is, by 
the ufe of Senfe and Reafon, conveyed pro- 
grejfively into the human; where it exifts 

* See p. 66 of the firft vol. 

according 
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according to the nature of the fubje&s from 
which it is derived, and in proportion to the 
Mind in which it is b . 

But truth, as hath been obferved, is origi¬ 
nally of the nature and eflence of God c j an 
attribute of his omnifeient mind* 5 . Infinite 
regions and volumes of truth mull, there¬ 
fore, lie repofed in that univerfal and un¬ 
bounded intellect, which fees all things 
without a medium, out of the reach of 
our lenfes to apprehend, our reafon to in- 
veftigate, or our beft faculties to conceive; 
both for want of principles, and for want of 
miud. 

If the natural operations of the Deity, which 
are the exertions of his Power, governing and 
difpofing the material fyftem of the univerfe 
by the inftrumentality of fecond caufes, form 
a labyrinth of dark and difficult inveftigation 
to human reafon j if, after our ableft and moll 
fuccelsful refearches, many of the works of na- 
thre are only partially difeovered, and fome re- 
jiiain totally concealed e : the moral dilpenia- 

b See p. 12 , 33, of the firft vol. c Ibid. p. 6 . 

* ibjd. p. 10. c Ibid. p. 186. ' 

4 . N tions 
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tions flowing from his Wifdom, that more ; 
myfterious attribute, which are more imme* 
diately adminiflered by an a<ft of his omnif- 
cient mind, and removed from the obferva- 
tion of external fenfe, muft form a fyftem of 
more dark and myfterious contrivance, un¬ 
fathomable in its fublimer parts as the pro¬ 
fundity of his will. All the parts of this" 
profounder difpenfation, which lie out of the 
j-eaeh of the human faculties, if they are ever 
made the fubjedt of our knowledge, muft be 
derived into the mind from a principle or 
ground of evidence, different both from ’Ex¬ 
ternal and Internal Sen/e, and communicated 
by an inftrument different from that of 
Jleafon. 

Our great philofopher, whofe clear and 
comprehenfive mind arranged the departments 
and marked the confines of all learning,. has' 
diftinguifhed this Principle of divjne knowledge 
from thofe' of human by a general divifion. 

* All knowledge is allotted a twofold infor- 

* mation ; the one originating from Senfe , 

the other from Infpiration V And this dif- 

f Baconus De Augm. Sc. lib. iii. cap. 1. 

tinftion, 
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tin&ion, fo eflefltial to the true foundation- of 
Theology, is made by another, who excels 
him as much in divinity of thought, as in 
fublimity of expreflion. Hardly do we 
“ guefs aright'at the things that are uport 
the earth, and with labour do we find the 
fi things that are before us: but the- things 
“ that are in heaven who hath fearched out, 
“ or thy counfel who hath known; except 
** thou give Wifdom, and fend thy Holy 
**• Spirit from above ?r” 

Some few individuals -of the human fpeci.es 
have been, fo dark in underftauding, fo pre- 
ppfterous in judgment, or fo perverfe in rea- 
foning, as to call in queftion the pollibility of 
this- divine communication: and they have 
been fo impertinently abfurd, as to demand 
the formal demonftration of an univerfal 
truth, which is one of thofe that (if I may fo 
fpeak) demonftrates itfelf by refulting imr 
mediately from the exiftence of God.. To 
doubt of this important truth, is to infult 
their maker by doubting, of his power, and 
hy denying that he, who gave men fenfe and 

* Wifdom, chap. ix. r6, 17. 

2 reafon, 
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reafon, the only means by which natural 
knowledge is acquired, cannot convey to 
them knowledge in another and different way. 
“ He that planted the ear, lhall he not 
“ hear ? He that formed the eye, (hall he 
not fee h ? He that made the mouth', 
fhall he not fpeak ? And he that framed 
“ the mind, fhall he not teach man know* 
“ ledge k ? M 

Appointed the lords and fbvereigns of the; 
whole vifible creation, and diftinguifhed With 
many divine and extraordinary gifts; ad¬ 
mitted, by the information of the external and 
internal fenfe, to the poffeffion of fo much 
knowledge, fpeculative and practical; and 
thought worthy of the ftill higher favour, ta 
be taken into a near connexion with the fu* 
preme lord and governor of the univerfe, by 
being conftituted his moral fubje&s account* 
able to him; He, who hath bellowed upon 
men thefe fupereminent prerogatives, who 
has endowed their underftanding with the 
power of drawing fo much knowledge from 
principles in nature, and of communicating 

* Pfalm xciv. 9. 5 Exodus iv. ii. k Pf. xciv. 10. 

it 
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it to each other by human intercourfe; He, 
who hath given them the ftill diviner prero¬ 
gative of the will, can, out of the treafures 
of his wifdom, impart to them other and 
fublimer truths by his fupernatural commu¬ 
nication, for the employment of that uhdcr- 
ftanding, and for the exercife of that will. 
Who may prefume to wonder, that He, who 
is the fountain of all truth, (hould commu¬ 
nicate to his moral agents fuch portions of it, 
as their reafon cannot deduce from thofe ma¬ 
terial and mental fubje&s with which it it 
connected; particularly when he can en¬ 
lighten the willing mind, and prepare it for 
their reception and improvement ? His om- 
nifcience knows the neceflities of his moral 
agents created for happinefs and enjoyment, 
his goodnefs is always ready to fupply them, 
and,no one can doubt his power: “ for th? 
“• greatnefs of his mercy reacheth unto the 
“ heavens, and his truth unto the clouds l .” 


The poffibility and probability of fuperna¬ 
tural communication being fo far efiablilhed, 

1 P&lm jdvii. 11. 

,!!• C let 
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'let us*next enquire into the proper naturi and 
conjlitution of this fupernatural information, 

which forms the Principle of Theology. 

■ ; * - 2 • 

When Mago arrived at the gates of Car- 
tharge, charged by the victorious general with. 
the important embafly of the defeat of the 
Romans in the battle of Cannae, though 
they did not themfelves witnefs the truth of 
that great event, the whole fenate entertained 
the welcome news on the relation of the bro¬ 
ther of Hannibal; and, on his pouring but 
the rings of the Roman knights, who fell in 
that bloody aCtion, in the veftibule Of ! their 
houfe, they were fully- confirmed of the truth 
of the intelligence, and abfolutely convinced 
of the important faCt ". 'And, when Colum¬ 
bus, on his arrival in the weftern hemifphete, 
told the Indians that the fliips in which he 
had failed over the Atlantic, were, mad© by 
men, though they could have no conception 
how fuch vaft and complicated machines were 
built, they gave credit to this truth on. the 
wbrd of that celebrated navigator. Had thofe 
different fads not" been credited by the- in-. 

m Livy," lib. xxiii. capl ix, 12. 

formed," 
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formed, their njiftruft or difbelief co,uld have 
made them no lefs true. They were, how¬ 
ever, credited by both parties on the autho¬ 
rity* of their informants: in the firft inftance, 
by men who were capable of underftaryding 
clearly the nature of the victory of Hannibal, 
and how it was accomplifhed, from the nar¬ 
ration of his brother: and, in the fecond, by 
men, who were incapable-of comprehending 

• the .complex and artful conftru&ion of an 
. European (hip, or of conceiving how it could 

• be erected by human means. And, whe¬ 
ther the nature of the fa£ts related were un- 

- i ■ ’ • 'if ■ 

derftopd or not by the informed, was alfo a 
circumffanoe, which did not in the leaft affe£t 
,their pofitive truth. They were entertained 
.and credited alike on the teftimony of others; 
.and'(hey were both equally true. . • d 

i Ih fifflilar circumftances are all men placed, 
from 1 the condition of their nature, in regard 
'to irioft of the truths which jaffedh hu¬ 
man life 1 and adtion. Confined within nar¬ 
row limits of time and place, pofltefled 6f 
diifeferit degrees of knowledge and informa¬ 
tion, and", indeed, of different capdcit.y ;and 
reach of underftanding for their acquifition, 
i.' C % they 
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they are of neceffity obliged, in 1 every fphere 
-and' fcene Of life, to rely on the credit ■ and 
veracity of each other, and td receive the 
largeft and the mod ufeful proportion of truth, 
of many kinds, from information and tradi¬ 
tion. Thefe are the mod general and extenfivfe 
fources Or means of truth ; and, whether they 
are f capable of underftanding it or not, men 
are obliged to found upon it the mod import¬ 
ant thought and the mod eventful conduit. 
By this light they have been led from'age to 
age; and never have had reafon to complain 
that they have been led wrong. If fuch be 
‘the credit and authority of men, fo extenfive 
and infallible, as the experience of eVery one 
•muff convince him, in regard to many of the 
'moft : interefting and important truths; how 
. properly, and how pointedly does the reafort- 
lng of the infpired Apoftle, enforcing'the 
authority of a divine communication, come 
t home to our feif-conviition ?—“ If ye receive 
“ the witnefs of men; the witnefs of God 
*“ is greater ' > , , 

The: nature of ‘Tejlitnony, as a principle of 

’ truth, has been ftated' and difcuflfed in the 

- — -• . ; - - - * -- 

* i John n. 9. / 

firft 
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fi.rfl; vplun^e 0 y wh^^e it was fpund to operate 
wjjth .more u»ive ( rfality and extent than f ap,y 
other, being 3 general vehicle by which truths 
of every kind were cohummicatecf a#d con- 
veyed - and if we will make ufp of tfip clue 
held out to us by the Apoftle, which levels; 
us from earthly to heavenly things, reafon 
will conduct us fafely by a clofe and obvious 
analogy, (the only logic by which divjne - 
truths can be conveyed to men), from this 
human principle to the divine:. frpm this felr 
timony of paen, from which is derived the 
great eft fhare of natural or human truth, 
to the.TBSTiMOHY os God, whiqb js the 
fpurce, and vehicle of thofe truths,which-are 
Supernatural or divine, and which,, being 
communicated by the word of God, are 
%be<ilagic4 

. All truth, whether natural or fuperna- 
tural, .proceeds alike from God, only in 
.different ways, and by different difpenla- 
tiops. # However various in appearance and 
multiplex in form, it is connected, like all 
jhi? work?, by a wonderful and conftftent 
pbain, oae main liuk t of which, is this Prin¬ 
ciple of Testimony which is common to 

• Chap. x« 

C 3 both j 
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both; by which an ealy and familiar tranfi- 
tidri is made' from truths that are humari to 
tftofe that are divine. Whether the Almighty 
a6t through the inftrumentality of his crea¬ 
tures, or more immediately by himfelf; whe¬ 
ther he convey truth to the minds of men 
through the natural organs of the fenfes, or 
by a fupernatural communication of his will, 
he is always uniform arid confident with him¬ 
felf : and one part of his divine government is 
triade introdudory to another, and illuftrative 
of its oeconomy. Thus earthly things are the 
expreffive types and' refemblances of hea¬ 
venly, on which refemblance a fublime Ana¬ 
logy is founded, which is the great inftru- 
rnent of Theologic Truth; and it is upon 
reasoning by this' analogy from human Tef- 
timony to divine, that its Principle is con- 
ftituted. • 

$u^K is the true nature and foundation of 
that Logic, which is peculiarly appropriated to 
fubjeds of Theology, and which has had 
tbe fandion and approbation of Him, who 
is its origin, its inftrument, and end. “ Je- 
“ fus departed into the coafts of Tyre and 
“ Sidon: and behold a woman of Canaan 

J “ came 
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.“Same out of, the fame coafts,, and criejl 
‘‘. unto, him, faying, Havepercy .on me, 
r O Lord, thou- fon of D|avid, n }y da-ughpr 
“ is grievoufly vexed;.with a devih—But bp 
atifwered and faid, it is not meet to talfp 
‘‘.the children’s bread and to .caft it p 
** the dags. And Are laid. Truth,, Lpd*; 
“ yet. the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall 
“ ffofn their maker’s,table.” This anfwer 
made to his allufive obfervation of the cbil r 
dr An's frread^ po0e{fed a quality fo.GnguJarjy 
excellent, as to extort from him an animated 
eulpghm 1 * accompanied with .a grant -of^her 
‘A P woman, great is thy faith, j be 
“^t-unto thee even a^ thou wilp p .” 
anlwer, fq highly applauded ahd ( hpnoured by 
9Uf JLprd, was the refult of reafpning by Amt 
/(^y,—-That as the dogs eat of the crumbs, pf 
the mafter 4 s table, after the children are ,fupr 
^ilied and fatisfied; lo (he, though ap alien 
frop the houfe of Ifrael, and not entitled to 
the firft overtures of his grace, pight hopp 
for fome (mall portion of 1 his fuperabundant 
fayour, after the children of that houfe were 

‘ > ' ' i ■ # i » . . # * ' \ 

jferved: and, upon this rational ground, fprung 

* Mwth. xv. 21. &c. »> 

.a C 4 the 
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ttib 'c$b 6 d 4 fcy• of fkfth. •■ Arid WO have 
aftiotHSh ' 4 hVf fihgUlaF ihftafite Upon record of 
fHe^fintii^igh 3 approbation atcorded : tdthfs 
hfodc?6f tfeafonirigi atid to the effedt which i| 
prbd&eed. “ And when Jefus was entered 
a iftto Capernaum, there camie unto hitaa 
** centurion \ befeeching him, and faying, 
“ Lord, my fervant lieth at home fick of the 
vpalfy,l grievoufly tormentedi Arid Jefus 
faith unto him, I will come and heal hied, 
*1 The centurion arifweited and faid, Lord, 
4 *:Lani not Worthy that thou fhouldeft come 
** Under my roof: but fpeak the. word-only*, 
** and - my fervant 1 fhall • be htaledv v JPct 
** I alio am a man fet under ‘authority, 
having Under me foldiers, and: I fay urito 
one, Gb, anid he goeth; and to another', 
'*< Come, and he cometh; and to my fer- 
“ vant, Do this, and he doeth it. Wheri 
-** -Jfefus'heard thefe things, he marvelled land 
faid unto the people, I fay unto you, I 
have hot found: fo great faith no not, in If- 
■*?'iaelV* This fublime wonder of our Lord 
;was, doubtlefs, excited by the centurion’s ar¬ 
guing, from parity of reafoning, that, as he 

< Matth. Viii! 5, &c. ' 'Lukeyli. 8, 9. 

1 . himfelf, 
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binfti#yWh<jfe pttfter W& 
to Cbrbt’s, waayefted with a& authority^ 
which heeeuld-exedilta bisintentipn without 
going in perton; : ft- our Lord’s divjne,#tH$ 
fupernataral power was fo greBt,that'he cpju]^ 
bealdifeafes at a diftance, as well as at&^icL 
• Thefe paflages of iacr^flsdry iureffingiikf 
and important. From their corivi<£ttoh;of!the 
truth of his divine authority founded oti dna*- 
kgk redfoning , the author of Our religion 
^rbnhuriced the faith of the parties to be 1 ittofe 
excellent than any other: and if to theft in 4 - 
fWnces of fuch tnarkejd and decided approba*- 
fion, We add the numerous parables, frraiH- 
tudes, 1 and analogies, Which hc employed Oh 
all occafionsto convey his fupernatural truths 
to men, we .may conclude that this method 
of reafoning' is Ipecially cohfecrated to ; the 
fervide of .religion. : ; ^ , v 

l^pori this analogic reafoning the great Frih- 
tipleofall Theology is founded“i If: Wfe 
fedsive/’ faith the Apoftle, “ the witnefs 
■-** ^f ttiedy the witnefs of God is 1 greater/* 
From the nature of divine Teftimony.it lays 
hold of the mind of man, only by its analogy 
to human. , “ This is the witnefs of o God, 
: “ which 
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V ;whtehr. : he has teftified ( of his Son and*i 
accordingly,; M he that helieveth onihe Son/* 
Apflftle arg»eS,\ hath the witnefs,” ; 
the prototype- and principle of . the evidence* 
V* .within himftdfV”. 

. lit his kingdoms both of- Nature and of 
Grace, the. God of all truth is : wonderfully 
confiftent in the mode of its difpenfation; and 
jflnalogy is the inftrument of reafon, by which* 
in on.e as well as in the other, maij is enable^ 
to afcend from -carth to. heaven. From the 
Curves. and motions of projectiles, we hav# 
feen the aftronomcr rifing, by a foblime ana-j 
logy, to thofe of the celefiial bodies 1 ; juft as 
we. fe? the theologift rifing from the lejlimony 
of men to the tjfiirnony of God: and as thofe 
ftupendous orbs, rolling in filent majefty 
through the vaft regions of fpace, arc infi-' 
riitely more exalted and fublime than the pro¬ 
jectiles by which they are illuftrated and- 1 ex¬ 
plained; fo this divine Teftimoriy, which is' 
conveyed to the apprehenfion ’of men, and 
made a principle of reaforiing, by its analogy 

' ‘John iii. io, n. * Sec p. 155, 156 of the firft 

volume. . , i 

to 
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to human, is infinitely foperiofy more ' ex 1 -' 
alted, and foblime, in proportion as God r 
in knowledge, fidelity, afyd all perfection* 
is fuperfor to man ; : for “ tjie witnefs of 
“ God is greater.” The word of fttft a 
witnefs mufh be invincible in power, and pa¬ 
ramount to every thing which does not in- 
volve a palpable contradiction. 


The Theological Principle being, thus; 
founded and explained, let us next obferve its 
operation and effett upon the mind. 

, That all reafoning is from principles of one 
kind or another, and that the method which 
it purfues is governed by the principles, and 
is productive of a fpecies of truth exaCtly 
correfpondent and proportioned to both", is 
that logical doCtrine, which this general Chart 
would illuftrate and enforce in every part of 
learning. On comparing the Theological 
Principle with thofe which have been feve- 
r$ly delineated in the preceding volume, ut 
order to weigh the fpecific operation and efFeCt 

T. ■ t ' * ' 

* Sec page 30, and 66 of the firfl: volume. 

Of 


Digitized by 


Google 





** The Chart and Seale 

®f cachm the. juft Scale,of tfutth, it will be 
found to differ more, from them all* ih its! lo-. 
gical nature ^nd.o^<ya/3»«, .than aay of them' 
do froto'cachf.other;. conftftutingja new light 
or inlet of knowledge : and it. may, confe- 
quenfcly* .bcexptsiled .to produce-# different 
^?a2 tipoa the diind,. and that its truth# 
will command a fpecies of ajent ^ uliar t<? 
themfelves. • ; 

All other, parts, of knowledge are derived 
into the underftanding, primarily from the 
Senfes external or internal , or fecondarily from 
th zTeJlitwny of men , and are called naturedi 
theologic is derived from the immediate impref- 
fipn, or communication, of the Deity, called 
Tnfpiratmt ; and, as diftinguifhed from them, 
is Jitfernatural. In the former cafes, Reafon 
begins, its operation with particular truth#, 
and rifts, by a laborious induftivp procefs, to 
general conclufions; which are the fecoiftary 
principles, to be applied, by a different ope¬ 
ration, to the proof of particular truths. In 
the latter cafe, Reafon has no manner of con¬ 
cern with the truths at all, which fpring im¬ 
mediately of themfelves from the divine in- 
>■.5-. ri . ~ fpiratron. 
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Ipi ration If office conftfts only in the/ too/* 

of that Infpiration from thofe internal and ex¬ 
ternal evidences which it abundantly con¬ 
tains ; and which, though infeparajjly inter¬ 
woven with it j a,re to be confidcred as totally 
diftinft and feparate from the truths tjhem- 
felves. When the fadt of Infpiration is thus 
proved, the divine Teftimony, which is the 
Principle of all Theology, refults immediately 
from it: and as, on the one hand, inefta- 
biifhing the Principle, reafon has no direct con¬ 
cern ; fo, on the other, it has nothing to do 
in deducing them from itiby any procefs what¬ 
ever ^ They are faid to be revealed ; and, 
! as far as they are • revealed, they flow froth 
the Principle of themfelves, without the for- 
•mality ofdedu&ien of any kind, and-convince 
the mind, without any other authority, than 
'the bare credit of the witnefs; being implibitfy 

y In rebus, naturalibus ipfa principia examini lubjiciun- 
tur per 1 indu£lionem, licet minime per fyllogifmum; atque 
;ekdem ilk nulkm habenr cum n ad one repugnanu&m, tit 
ab .«adie<nfwt« tqni.primse propplitinpes turn rnedisedadtt- 
cantur. Aliter fit in rel^gione, ubi St prims proportion;* 
authypoftatje funt, atque per fe fubfiftentes. 

' Baconus De Augm. Sc. Hb. ix. cap.r. 

p . *’ Et rurfus non reguntur ab ulla ratione, quae prop** 
dtiones confequentes deducit. Ibid. 

to 


Digitized by 


Google 



<30 *Yhe Chart TtndySca/e 

to be received, without any ^peratiooi of fcfce 
mind'about them, upon the Wdrd\ of God *. 
Whether they are revealed more fuliy. or more 
partially, they are to be believed, ) as far; as 
‘they are revealed, witliout oureverratteunpt- 
■ing to throw any farther light upon themit>f 
our own: for “ his thoughts are not as bar 
“ thoughts,’* and who may dare either to 
queftion or to fuper-add to the truths-by him 
communicated; whether, like- the Cartha¬ 
ginian fenate, we may be able, or think ouir- 
felves able, to comprehend them; or, with 
the benighted Indians, we be unable to form 
any conception of them at all; fince He who 
hath revealed them, knew for what purpofe 
they were defigned, and in what proportion 
they were to be given; fince he is totally 1 free 

.. 

x Prxrogativa Dei totum hominem cocnpleititur jngc 
minus ad rationem quam ad voluntatem ,humanam exten¬ 
di tur: ut homo in univerfum fe abneget & accedat Deo. 
Quare ficut legi divinse obedire tenemur, licet relu&etur 
voluntas: ila & verbo Dti fidem habere, licet reWletqr 
ratio. Etenim fi ea duntaxat credamus quae funt rationi 
‘ confentanea, rebus aflentimur non authori; quod etiam 
fufpedtae fidei teftibus prseftare folemus. 

Baconiis De Augm. Sc. lib. iii. cap. T. 

from 
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'from error, and equally incapable of firaodor 
falfehood' ? * ’ ; 

So' thaty contrary to ks proceeding in tile 
kinds of,knowledge whieh are nattfral,ki 
Theology, reafon has nothing to do with the 
dmths of revelation, either in the properfornl- 
lation of their general Principle in the firft 
.place, or in judging of them as they are de¬ 
prived from-it in the fecond: for “ Faith?' 
or : the conviftion they produce, eometh not 
by reafoning, but by “ hearing, and bearing 
fM by the word oFGod y .” Their Principle, fub- 
, lifts and,terminates in itfelf: like its author, 
is alpha and omega y the beginning and the 
• end* the firft and the laft. ,, 

fu ,< This cdeftial Principle, the Testimony 
GOO, is uot only totally different from ma-, 
ihematical, phyjical , and all other axioms ; but 
Wo from the principle ©f human I'ejlimony , 
from its analogy to which it fir ft takes pof- 
feffion of the mind, in that, as was ob- 
lertted, it is infinitely more excellent and fupe- 
*fior in power. With an "allufion to Tefti- 
mony in general, as founded on the authority 
of witnefles, the Baptift, who, as the morn- 
, , '. j . T Rem. x. : zj* . - 

’ ing-ftar 
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iHgffiar jfi the harbinger of natural, ,\yap ap- 
.pointed the immediate meflenger of this fu- 
- pernatural, light, has difplayedit in terms the 
moil magnificent. “ He that Cometh from 
“ above, is above all. He that is of the 
“ earth is earthy, and fpeaketh of the earth: 
“ He that cometh from heaven; is above aU; 

“ and what he hath feen and heard,- that he 

' / 

“ teftifieth.” In the fame infpired and ex¬ 
alted drain, he proceeds to urge the tranfcen- 
dent authority of this teftimony. “ He that 
“ hath received his teftimony, hath fet to his 
feal that God is true; for He that God 
“ hath fent fpeaketh the words of Gbd: for 
“ God giveth not the fpirit by meafure to 
“ him. The Father loveth the Son, and 
“ hath given all things into his hands*.’* 
And this authority is enforced upon the minds 
of men by the beloved apoftle, with a power 
which is invincible. “ This is the witnefs 
“ of God, which he teftifieth of his Son. He 
“ that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witnefs in himfelf: He that believeth not 
M God, hath made him a liar; becaufe he 
“ believeth not the record which G6d gave 

* John iii. JX, ja, 43, 34> JS* . 

“ of 
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; of Mis Son *.’* ' He theft proceeds ft) ftdfe, - 
in af few plain wordsj tfie ftuperidous fubftartce 
of <ftis Record or Testimony* which is* 

** That God bath given us eternal life; 1 ’ and 
** that this life is in his Son ******—The end and 
tfife- MEANS' of religion: the end worthy of 
HIm, by Whom it was deftgned: arid the 
"Hicaria worthy of Him* by whom they were 
evented, 

*, Thus Theologic Truth will be different 
/fom> every other kind* and its effect upon 
jthp,nu#d will be proportioned to -the diyine 
^pfhqyty, and tranfcendent fuperiorityy of its 
principle* , 

^Compared with the feveral kinds which 
hays ,begn,analyzed in the preceding volume, 
how .tptally different will this be found, in 
ij^CQpftitution and operation upon the mind ? 
^J^opgh,. in power and convi&ion, it be 
$£jualto mathematical conclufions, it is the 
them : for, whereas they are the 
deductions from general principles by a train 
of ^eafonlfig rhe moft fyllogiftic, elaborate, 
gad exf^nfive of anyother, this refults from 

? i John v. 9; fa"' ; *T n. 

** 4 ' D its 
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its principle without a Angle a£t of judgment* 

And, as all other kinds of truth which ,we 

call natural , claim an aflent in proportion to 

the nature of their principles and mode of 

reafoning; fupernatural truths, when their 

principle is eftabliffied on the independent 

evidences, command an aflent proportionable 

to itfelf, without any reafoning at all: for 

“ he that believeth,” as the apoftle affirms, 

** hath the witnefs in himfelf;” if his mind 

admit the witnefs, it muft immediately admit 

the truth;—an aflent diftinguiffied by the 

name of Faith, which is abfolute and im-o 

plicit, independent of all the powers of the 

Underftandjng, the Will, or the Imagination; 

and with which Reafon has no direct conr 

cern, but to inftruft them with all diligence 

and alacrity to embrace the truth, and in all 

virtue and humility to acquiefce. 

The truths which are the objefts of this 

faith, are, therefore, diftinguiffied from all 

other kinds by the name of Myfieries. < But* 

jn advancing from truth to truth, we have 

jobferved. the _ mind proceeding through ret 

gularly afcending fcale, beginning with the 

loweft rand riling: higher and higher.as it > ad- 

; ~ - : . ’• ■' - ■ vanCes'; 

. .... * v|. 
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Vahces; fo in condefcenfionto their riatural 
defire, and to invite men to the enjoyment of 
the fublimeft truths^ the difpdnfer of theft 
myfteries hath made fome of them to ftoopj 
cr to feem to ftoop, to the level of their coirt- 
prehenfions; whilft Others, by their fubli- 
mity, reach up into the heaven from which 
they came, and are awfully loft to all human 
light in the clouds and darknefs, which fur- 
found his feat. < 

On thofe myfteries which are revealed with 
fo much cleafnefs, as to be put within the 
comptfehenfion of the human mind, (though 
to difcover them at firft was out of the pro* 
vince of reafon, whatever fitnefs Ihe may fihd 
in them when orifce revealed,) and which 
feem to be the connecting link between the 
little we are allowed to know, and the much 
from which we are excluded, we may Wor¬ 
thily employ our thoughts; Reafbn may ex* 
plain them with fimplicity, without prying 
jntO them With too prefumptive a curiofity, 
or giving them more light than the infpirer 
hath given*. She may contemplate them 
- ; With 

'^Hununc.ratioius vfus, in rebus ad rdigionem fpeffcw- 
tibys, duplex eft; alter in explicatione mjfterii; alter in 
t) % iUationibus, 
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with reverence, from a view of the Joflice' 
and Goodnefs of the Deity dhpktyed in their 
difpenfation, and illuftrate them by inferences . 
and illations, rathej; than dive into his fecreC 
counfej to decide upon their fitnefs with too 
determined a precifkxiA On thofe which lie; 
put of the fphere. of his mod enlarged con¬ 
ception, 

fllationibus, quae inde deducuntur. Quod ad myfteriorum 
cxplicationem attinet, videmus non dedignare Deum ad 
captitt noftii fe demittcre; myfteria ft» ita 
explicando^ut a nqbia optfme eapoflinfcpearcqjj; atque revc- 
fetiones fuas in rationis noftrpe Cyllepfes & ndtiones veluti 
inoculando \ atque infplrationes ad intelle&um noftrum ape-* 
riendum fie idedmmodando, quemadmodum figura clavis 
figmae tervitJ Qua tamen in parte nobis ipfis deefle 
tninime debemu*: Cum enim J?*«s ipfe operfc ration** 
noftrae in illuminationibus fuis utaturj etiatfhijo* eandem 
in omnes partes verfare debemus, quo magis capaces fitnus 
id myfteria & recipienda & bibenda; modo animus ad 
amplktiditteiti myfturiorum pro modulo ftio dilatetur, non 
Hiyftafia ad ftuguftiaf aoimi conftringantur, 

Bacomis De A#gm* S$. lib. ix. 

, < Quantum veto ad Hfationes; noffis debemat, relinqui 
nobis ufum ratronis ic ratiocinationis fecandarium quetv* 
dam & refpeflivum, non primitivuna^ abjfblutum. 
ejuan* eritm articuli* & prirtcipia itligionis jam iir fedibus 
fiiif'juerint locata* ita ut a ratienis examine cxhnantur; 

• •'* 1 * tina 

k , • » . i 4 , % * * 

, - * ■ r - . , . ' * ~. « 

. '*■ t ' ' ‘ H ■ 

, . . x • :i f ' * 
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ception, man may think with reverence, and 
fhould filehtly adore; not riarrdWing the 
myftery to the contra&ion of his mind, but 
enlarging the mind, as much as pOftible, to the 
amplitude of the myftery. He fhould view 
them with all the pureft affection of lovfe and 
admiration, from a confederation of their end;, 
and, in humble coadefcenfion, allow them 
tq partake of that incompreheftfible Wifdom 
from which they flow e . Reafon, by 1 afnih- 
direct and fecondary operation, may draw 
inferences and conclufions from thefe deeper 
myfteries according to the analogy of Faiths 
which will afford her an important and ex- 
tenfive feope; taking care to diftinguifh be¬ 
tween the authority of the inferences, and 
that of the principle. But the great duty of 
the Chriftian is, to regulate both his faith and 
condu# by the do&rines and precepts of the 

turn demum conceditur ab illis illationes derivare ac de- 
dueere fecund3m analogiam ipforum. 

. .Baconus De Augm, Sc. lib. ix. 

“ • Why,” faith St. Jerome, “ do you - pretend* 
« after fo many ages are elapfe^, to teach us what was never 
tayght before ? Why attempt to explain, what neither 
,f* Peter nor Paul thought it neceflary.to.be known?” 

Ad Pammach. & Ocean, de Erroribus Origenis. 

D 3 Golpel 
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Gofpel or word of God, whether enabled more 
pr iefs, or not at all, to comprehend the grounds 
jmd reafons ofi which they ftand. Acknow¬ 
ledging the evidence, by which they are 
Supported as the edi&s of heaven, to be fatis- 
fa&ory' and divine, he will beft approve his 
wifdom and gratitude to God by yielding 
an implicit obedience to his laws. 

Amidft her admiration of the ftupendous 
myfteries of Religion, Reafon may be re¬ 
conciled to her own infufficiency. They 
are fup$r natural ; and nothing is to be found 
in the compafs of nature to compare them to, 
in order to conclude. They are divine ; and 
ca'nnot be meafured by what is human. They 
are as fir ft principles ; and with firft princi¬ 
ples reafon has no concern. They who con- 
iider Reafon not as the handmaid, but as the 
pniftrefs, of Religion, totally miftake both 
her office and her power; and plunge at once 
into the depth of error. They do not con- 
lider that Reafon is only perception and judg¬ 
ment ; that perception is much limited jn rer 
gard to many of the phenomena of nature; 
and that judgment in regard to many objects 
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upon earth, thus with difficulty perceived, is 
often defeated, and much embarrafled in de¬ 
ciding upon the force of the different kipds 
and degrees of evidence: but “ the things 
“ which are in heaven who hath fearched 
44 out?” 

They are, however, no lefs true, becaufe 
they are myfterious. This is owing to our 
own imperfection, which is no bar to our 
aflent; for the truths of Revelation are not 
propofed to us to know on the conviction of 
Reafon, but td believe on the authority of 
“ the Spirit which beareth witnefs,” which 
he hath done, as St. John direCtly argues, 
44 becaufe the Spirit is truth ; and the things 
44 of God knoweth no man but the Spirit 
44 of God,” 

Derived from a divine original, and founded 
upon a principle which is moft infallible, as 
on a rock which the power of men and an¬ 
gels cannot fubvert or move, this fuperna- 
tural Truth is Theologicj apd the Faith, 
by which it is embraced and entertained, re¬ 
lating to the Son, who 44 brought life apd 
* 4 jmmortality to light by his gofpel,” it is 
P 4 fche 
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the Christian Faith ; invifiblp in its oh, 
jt&i tranfeendent in its power ; and immor¬ 
tal in its end. 

Ail other kinds of truth, fpringing from 
the evidence of external and internal fenfe,' 
lie more immediately before our view, to 
dire& our way through this material fcene of 
things; in which we are fitly faid to walk 
** by fi^ht.” This kind, which is to con¬ 
duct us from this vifible world into the world 
pf fpirits, is derived from “ the evidence of 
f‘ things not feen,” and we are accordingly 
■commanded “ to walk by faith and not by 
f‘ fight.’WBut, however invifible in its ob- 
je£t. Faith is tranfeendent in its power, em¬ 
bracing immediately and at one grafp all the 
myfteries of religion, however dark and in- 
comprehenfible, independent on the faculties 
of man, and devoted folely to the glory of 
God f .—And this tranfeendent virtue is ex¬ 
alted to .ftill higher confideration, in that it 
. determines the prize of immortality. “ He 

f Quantum myfterium aliquod divinum fuerit magis 
fcbfonum & incredibilej tanto pluscredendo exhibetur ho¬ 
noris Deo ? ut fit vi&oria fidei nobilior. 

JJaconus Dc Augm. Sc, lib. ix. cap, i. 

- that 
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** that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
♦* lift: i an4 he that believeth not the Son* 
** (hall not fee life; but the wrath .of God 
“ abideth on hitnC fn this grand cataftrophe 
and confqmmation of human nature, from 
being militant Faith will become triumphant. 
f * Who is he,” proceeds the beloved apoftle, 
in terms of confidence and triumph, “ that 
overcometh the world, but he that belie*-. 
** eth that Jefqs is the Son of God 1 * ?” 

Such'is the nature and conftitution of the 
Chrijiiqn Faith , which is the greateft of vir¬ 
tues j and which, when it woriceth 
** Love,” or Chriftian Charity, in the pro¬ 
duction of good-works or - moral virtue, the 
condition of Natural Religion, as its genuine 
fruits, is the foie and indifpenfable condition 
of Revealed ; on the performance of which 
done , men, the moral agents, will be jufH- 
fied of God, their moral governor, redeemed, 
ranfomed, and rewarded, “ having , their 
f* fruit unto hohnefs, and the end everlaft- 
ing life l .” 

This 

* John iii. 36. h 1 John v. 5, 6. 

“ 1 Works entitle us to a reward indefinitely, Faith t<» 
If the reward of eternal Fife: therefore the firll ftep to the 

s u greater 
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This fupernatural Principle, fo different 
from all others; the Truths refulting from 
it, fo different from thofe of every other kind, 
and in fo different a way; and this Faith 
which tranfcends every other fpecies of affent, 
unfortunately for the true interefts of Theo¬ 
logy the queen of fciences, were unknown to 
Ariftotle, whofe Dialectic has been for ages . 
the impregnable fort of all probable reafon- 
jrig, the umpire of all learning, and the high 
tribunal at which the pretenfjong of ajl truth 
were to be tried. Thus to punifh the vice 
and obftinacy of mankind in different periods 
of the world, it hath pleafed the high and 
lofty One who inhabiteth eternity, to fuffer 
a cloud to be drawn acrofs the pure light 
pf heaven, by which it has been obftru&ed 
or obfcured. 

Had that great philofopher been bleft with 
the privilege of being born after the glorious 
Gofpel had fhed its rays over the Athenian 
provinces: or had he partaken with the righ* 

f greater bleffing muft needs be a tide to the lejjer Warb. 
piv. Leg. Book ix. chap. 3. See the whole of this Chap¬ 
ter on the Do&rine of falvation by Faith only . 

teous 
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teous Abraham the diftinguifhed favour pf 
feeing, through type, vifion, or fcenical repre* 
fentation, that future day, in which its imma¬ 
culate founder fealed with his blood its im¬ 
mortal truths; doubtlefs, the patriarch and 
the philofopher would have rejoiced together k . 
Inftead of making that abfurd and unphilofo- 
phical ufe of his works, which has been done 
by his blinder followers in almoft every age, 
in the greater enlargement of his vigorous and 
comprehenfive mind, he would have difcarded 
the definitions, the general propofitions, and 
the formal fyllogifms, of his ufelefs organon, 
to embrace immediately the Theologic Prin«* 
ciple founded'in the wifdom, and eftablifiied 
by the power, of God l . Inftead of difputing 
about the ftupendous myfteries refulting from 
this principle, or ever calling them in quef- 
tion, he would have placed them all upon the 
fame divine infcrutable level, and have ex¬ 
claimed at once, “ Lord, I believe; help thpu 
f‘ mine unbelief" 1 !” Had this virtuous native 
pf Stagyra been admitted with that of Tarfus 
to the further honour of forefeeing all the 
various oppofi^ion, which his organon, in the 

John viii. |6. 5 i Cor. i. 24. " Mark ix. 24. 

hands 
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bands of narrow and contra&ed geniufos, 
enflaved by terms and ftupified by forms, 
would make, in its ufe and its abufe, to the 
truths of Chriftianity themfelves, or rather to 
their reception, (for againft them the gate* 
of hell cannot prevail,) and to the eftablifli* 
snent of their immortal principle; had he 
foreseen the great injury it would do in fu* 
ture times to “ that wifdom which is from 
** above"; which is firft pure” by prophane 
mixtures of ‘ philofophy and vain deceit 0 ;* 

* and then peaceable ,* by * miniftering foolifli 

* queftions p ,’ and fomenting rancorous dif* 
putations’,; the philofopher would have la¬ 
mented with the apoftle, and have laboured 
with him to guard mankind againft them. 
Could he have beheld certain fophifts and lyl* 
logizers of the Athenian fchools, dHputers of 

• James iii. 17. 

* Eoderu etiam fpe&ant eorum commentationes, qui 
veritatem Chriftianae religionis ex principjis St au&ori- 
tatibus philofophorum confimutre haud veriti funt—divina 
humanis hnpari conditions permifcentes. Baconi Nov, 
©rg. lib. i. 

f 2 Tim. ii. 23. 

9 Qui cum theologians in artis formam effinxerint, hoc 
jnfuper effecerunt, ut pugnax & fpinofa Ariftotelis phila- 
fopbia corpori religionis immifceretur, Ibid, 

this 
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, this world, infuhing that great apoftle with 
their ignorance and fcom, “ What will this 
44 babbler fay r ?** could he have beheld his 
learned commentator Simplicius, under the 
full light of Christianity, confirming hint Self 
in infidelity, and exulting in opposition; could 
he have feen the unhappy Porphyry perplexed 
and entangled in the fubtleties of his logic, 

. and, in the aft of compofing the Ifagoge, 
abandoning his faith ; could he have conjee* 
Mured, that whilft it was railing human Rea* 
:-fon above itfelf by perfuading it of its all-fuf* 
Acient power, his hypothetical fyftem would 
lead it from the moft folid truths into the end* 
lefs maze of Speculative error, and that this 
, .wild infatuation might inflame the fanguine 
and pregnant genius of a youthful emperor, 
and caufe him to apoflatize from his religion ; 
could his eye have reached down to thefe dif- 
tant times, and have obferved the cloud 
of ignorance and fuperftition continuing to 
envelope, the greater part of the Chriitian 
church, which the evafive verfatility erf” his 
Dialectic was calculated to thicken and con- 

* A&s xvii. 8 . 

firm. 
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firm, rather than difpel *; and, could he havd 
feen that part which boafts of reformation,- 
ftill fhackled in thd purfuit of theologicf 
truth, by its fophifms and ufelefa difputa- 
tions, and by keeping men blundering on 
from age to age in the thorny wilds of fehool- 
divinitycould he have forefeen thefe hurt¬ 
ful confequences, inftead of committing this 
part of. his works to the care of the too 
faithful Theophraftus, the matter and the 
fcholar would have faerificed them together 
upon the altar of facred truth. And, could 
he have read in the book of light and 
life that heavenly precept “ Love your 
“ enemies,” he would have expunged that 
contrary proportion, by which his morality 
is difgraced, as militating againft every prin¬ 
ciple of humanity and found religion ; and 
he would have improved, or elfe abandoned 
his ethical lyftem, as fuperfeded by one infi- 

• * The court of Rome well knew the importance of 
* the School logic in fupporting their authority; they 
4 knew it could be employed more fuccefsfully in difguif- 
4 ing error, than in vindicating truth: and Puffendoff 
4 De Monorchia Pontificis Romani fcruples not to iniinuate, 
4 that they patronized it for this very reafon.’ Beattie’s 
Eflay on Truth, p. 360. 

tiitely 
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nitely more perfed : whilfl: his theology, in 
which he excelled all philofophers before 
him, if Plato be excepted, would have foared 
on a fublimer wing to the heaven at which 
it aimed *. 

* See the 8th book of his Metaphyfics, and the laft Chap* 
tersofhis Phyfics, 
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CHAP. It. 

Of Theological Reasoning, 

H ATH Reafon, then, no concern at all 
in the eftablilhment of Faith ? and is 
Faith that blind virtue, which mortals are to 
embrace, without the confent of the tJnder* 
Handing £ 

Although Reafon has lio direct concern ei* 
ther in the aft of forming the principle of 
theology by an induftive procefs, or in that 
of deducing from it the truths of religiori by 
any mediate operation, or in that of proving 
thefe truths from any grounds in nature: the 
Neceflity of the principle itfelf, of the fuper- 
natural revelation by which it was commu¬ 
nicated to mankind, and of the ftupendous 
myfteries' which that 'revelation contains l 
' • thefe 
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thefe are topics, which have been fuccefsfully 
urged by the learned in divinity, from the 
natural infirmity of the intellect and the will 
of men, as from an univerfal faft verified' in 
experience, by which, as moral agents, they 
are found disqualified both to know and to do 
the will of their moral Governor * ; fo that, 
without fuch a divine interpofition, the con¬ 
nection between him and his accountable 
creatures would be diflolved, and the original 
intention of their Creator, which all earth 
and heaven cannot overturn, would be de¬ 
feated. And whilft, in fuch indirect and col¬ 
lateral conclufions as are founded upon fadts, 

** Natural Reafon, contemplating the attributes of the, 
‘ Deity, difcovered to us, that when human abilities alone 
< are too weak to fupport us in the performance and dif- 
‘ charge of moral duty, God will lend his helping hand to 

* aid our fincere endeavours, by enlightening the Intelktl 
‘ tod purifying" the Will, by impreffing upon the firft all 
‘ {be Speculative and pra&ical truths, which the divine 

* principle of Faith contains, and by purifying and fup- 

* porting^the Will in the embracing and executing that- 
‘ moral righteoufnefs, the foundation of that Faith by 

* which men are to be juftified, and to which is annexed 
‘ the v enjoyment of eternal lips in happinefs/ 

- V Warb. Div. Leg. B. uc r _ 

See Bp. Gibfon’s ad Paft. Let. 

Vol. II. E ' Reafon 
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Reafon may find its juft and fair account ; the 1 ' 
truth of the holy Scriptures, which difplay 
thefe fadts, may receive light and confirma¬ 
tion from thefe conclufions. But though* in 
oppofition to the fiftions and hypothefes of 
the patrons of natural religion, Reafon may 
lend her modeft aid in fupport of this general 
argument: to judge of this Neceflity refts 
folely aiid properly with God, who, as in 
creating them at firft, fo in giving to men his 
revelation afterwards, a£ted from the pure 
motive of his Wifdom prompted by his Love — 
attributes which tranfcend all human thought. 

To judge of the Fail —whether fuch a re¬ 
velation containing fuch a principle, with its 
myfteries and credentials, was adtually fent 
from God and received by men, by examin¬ 
ing the evidences and circumjiances which 
accompanied it-—the time when—the place 
where, the manner bow, it was delivered--* 
X\\z ,forw in which it defcends to u$—and in 
what it is contained —together with the . par¬ 
ticular fubjtance and burden of it—and how 
every part -is to be' rightly underfiood: thefe 
are the various and extenfive fubje&s, which 

conftitute 
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conftitute the fublime office of Theologic 
Reasoning, and the proper Study of Divinity. 

This ex ten live body of reafoning is what a 
Faith which is rational, fuch as that of our 
holy religion, not only admits, but actually 
requires. It forms the indifpenfable duty of 
all, who have leifure and ability for the fearch, 
with all diligence and perfeverance to. purfue 
this reafoning. It is the proper and more 
particular bufinefs of thole, who, for the in* 
ftruftion of chriftians, devote themfelves to 
the exalted and honourable profeffion of divi¬ 
nity : and it fhould be, in a certain degree, 
the employment of all, who “ would give a 
** reafon of the hope that is in them V’— 
And mortal man need not complain, that the 
ufe of his Reafon, in the concerns of his Re¬ 
ligion, is either precluded or fuperfeded by 
the too high aflumptions of Faith : for thefe 
various topics of enquiry and learning open 
fields of inveftigation which will afford room 
for the ableft exertions of his underftanding' 
to the longeft period of human life. 

A very .general fketch of th e.Grounds and 
Method of Reqfaningyn Tfceolpgy, or matters 
* Peter iii. 15. 
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of Religion ; and of the Interpretation of the 
Holy Scriptures, General ,' and Particular ; 
fubje&s, which conftitute the Study of Di¬ 
vinity in its various and important branches, 
is all that the general plan of thefe le&ures 
permits me to attempt. 


Sect. I. 

Of the Grounds and Method of Rea¬ 
son! ng in Divinity. 

T HE principle of Theology itfelf, as well 
as the truths which it contains, lying 
out of the verge of human knowledge, and 
being totally different from all other princi¬ 
ples , 0 and kinds of truth; the Reasoning, 
'• which is adapted to the province of Divinity, 
will be found, both in its Grounds and Me¬ 
thod, different, in the aggregate, from every 

other kind. 

Wherever general principles are concerned, 

the reafoning is, fir ft' to the Principle, and 

then 
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then from the Principle, excepting in' the 
Mathematics, where it is chiefly, if not en¬ 
tirely, the latter; In Theology, it has been 
obferved, there is no mediate procefs of rCa- 
fon, by which the truths of religion can be 
deduced from the principle; it may, however, 
be properly faid that, in Divinity, we reafon 
to the Principle ; but from Grounds of a dif¬ 
ferent nature, and iij a Method totally dif¬ 
ferent, from what we do in all the other 
fciences. 

This fupematural principle is not eftabljihed 
upon an Induction of particular truths, by 
which it is made univerfal, from which uni- 
verfality its doctrines are entitled to our Faith.: 
but “ Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
“ by the word of God c in which fen- 
tence, the Apoftle has propofed the PrinCi- 
ciple . itfelf, or, the fefiimony of God, the 
Means thropgh which we receive it, which 
is hearing,, and the end or effect which it is 
calculated to produce, or the conviction of 
Faith. The Principle is a divine fa£t, to be 
proved by the various Means by which it was 
confirmed and is conveyed to us, which.are 

■ * Rom. x..i7. ■ . 

E 3 the 
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the juA Grounds of reafomng, and which 
alone warrant and fuppOrt a reafonahle Faith. 

Reasoning, therefore, in Divinity, re- 
fpefts thefe Means through which the light 
of Revelation, by which the divine Tefti- 
mony was communicated, was eftablifhed in 
the world, and conveyed down to us in thefe 
diftant ages: and the Method which it 
purfucs, will be to take the Bible in our 
hand, which profefles to contain this word of 
God, and to trace its hiftory through the 
intervening ages, and countries, and the per- 
fons of its editors, up to the time, plaee, and 
peffons, in which , 1 and by whom it was ori¬ 
ginally Written; which will prove its authen¬ 
ticity. . From the proof of its ■authenticity 
Reafon will proceed to evince its divine au¬ 
thority, by examining all thofe various tefts- 
and marks of a fuperriatural eommiffion. 
Which are every where infeparably inter¬ 
woven, with its contents'; and which, are 
called the External Evidences of religion: 
which authority Reafon will farther confirm, 
by examining the moral import of its immor¬ 
tal argument ; or the Internal Evidence of its 
divinity. By thefe, which are the Means, 

Reafon 
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Reafon will be condufted fafely and logically 
to'the.infallible Principle, the IVord nr Tejli- 
tmny of Qpd t 'in yvhich Faith at once finds its 
repofe and end; and Reafon will have only 
to interpret the meaning of that myfterions 
book in which they are recorded——.Qc, 
Reafon may perform this religious talk., by 
purfuing the reverfe of this order, through 
the. Internal and External Evidences of this 
.Authority, to the Authenticity of the Holy 
Scriptures down to ourfelves, forming the 
con vision of our Faith on the lame firm and 
fciid grounds. 

In bringing Reafon down the defcending 
line, the different Grou nds on which it ar¬ 
gues, the different offices which It performs, 
or the Method ft purfues, wild be fomdthing 
like the following. , ' . ' 

All Truth is born of God; and, as every 
difpenfatidn of it, whether natural or revealed , 
proceeds from him, all the parirot (how¬ 
ever different they may be in kind, are coii- 
'ftftent and correfpondent members pf-one pef- 
•fed whole. Thus truth is everaiccethe way 

E 4 to 
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to truth ; the lefs leading to the greater, the 
‘inferior to the fuperior, in a regular but fub- 
lime gradation: and, that the knowledge 
and certainty of one part is the only right 
road to the knowledge and certainty of ano¬ 
ther, is the cardinal and fundamental maxim 
of found logic. As, from jirjl and intuitive 
principles of external and internal fenfe, hu¬ 
man truths are derived of different kinds; fo, 
by a fublimer effort, from thefe human truths , 
as new Grounds or Principles * reafon afcends 
to thofe which are divine. And this is the 
great connecting link between natural and 
fupernatural knowledge, annexed to the foot¬ 
stool of God, from which the golden chain 
depends, by which Reafon afcends from earth 
f to heaven. 

c . This method of conveying his divine truths 
into the minds pf men, by connecting them 
with truths of which they were poffefled be¬ 
fore, and thefe the moft natural and farhiliar, 
w^s univerfally adopted by our Lord, who 
never {looped to the formalities of an ufelefs 
logic. Inflead of defining and fyllogizing, we 
find him perpetually illuftrating and explain¬ 
ing fpiritual and heavenly things, by the ana¬ 
logy ‘ 


Digitized by LjOoq le 



I . of T r.UtftH.. V 57 

logy and ficnilitude of thole which are tem¬ 
poral and earthly. Of this condu& of pur 
divine mafter and inftru&or, I lhall only bring 
one example out of a thouland; and that, 
becaufp it lays thofe very fundamental 
Prounds, from which we are enabled-to 
reafon in .Divinity.—-—On afferting to the 
Pharifees and Scribes that he was ** the light 
“ of the world,” in proof of this fpiritual 
and important truth, he does not rpn into 
Ipeculative argument or metaphyfical difcuf- 
lion, which men could not poffibly under? 
Hand, however true; but he appeals to a pub¬ 
lic fa£t which experience and long uiage had 
rendered moft familiar to their underftanding; 
“ It is written in your law, that the tefti- 
“ mony of two men is true;” from which 
teftimony of two, he dire&ly argues to, the 
Similar truth of his divine commiflion, ** I 
“ “am one that bear witnefs of myfelf, -and 
“ the Father that hath fent me beareth witr 
“ nefs of me d .”—But, in his anfwers and 
exprpffions, more was generally meant than 
met the earand we lhall find thefe two hea¬ 
venly witnefies, in the different evidences 

d John viii. 17,18. 

... ' which 
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Tt'hfeh they brought forward, in fuppoftof 
this new light of the world, laying two dif¬ 
ferent and important Grounds of Tbeologie 
Reafoning. 

I. In the feme conference with the Jewifh 
do&Ors, our Lord puts this pointed and deci- 
five queftion, * s Which of you convinceth 
** me of sin, and, if I fpeak the truth, why 
*** do ye not believe me*?” He is in fcripi 
ture eminently and exprefsly ftyled the Word, 
which Word confifts of the Doctrines which 
he taught, and of which he was himjilf the 
fubjeft; and of the Precepts which he deli¬ 
vered, and of which he was himfelf the pat¬ 
tern : and ** Which of you,” faid he in this 
important view, of himfelf, ** convinceth me 
“ of fin?” For the truth of what he faid, 
of hiS doctrines and of his precepts, he ap¬ 
pealed, by this pointed queftion, to that 1 moral 
truths which his hearers had acquired in a 
natural way, and were convinced of froth 
the principle of internal fenfe; drawing a 
proof of his own divinity from the eternal 
'difference of goo*/’and evil , virtue and vied) 

. •* John viii. 46. 
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written by the hand of nature on the heart* 
of men, to be, among other ufes, a fanai- 
liar and Handing witness of himself; con¬ 
cluding, and teaching all men to conclude* 
that, if upon examining his Word, by this 
native unerring witnefs, it be found perfectly 
confident with their beft ideas of the Gmdneft 
Of God, and fuperior to their belt ideas, it 
mull, in all reafon, be alio confident with 
the lifter attribute of his 'Truth.— u And if 
“ I fay the truth, why do ye not be- 
“ lieve me ?” - 

Thus, it is by the evidence of Moral truth 
deduced in a natural w a y from the internal 
principle of Confcioufnefs f , that reafon is en¬ 
abled to fornv'a decifive judgment of the fob- 
je£t-matter of revelation; which is, there¬ 
fore, if not properly to be called a principle, 
a fufficient Ground of folid reasoning, in 
matters of religion. Should any thing be 
found ig Scripture as taught or enjoined of 
God, which, when fully enderftood, palpa¬ 
bly contradjfts his. moral attributes* as they 
are difeovered by the light of conference and 
natural reafon, (which are ounfirft, and aS 

f See Chap. IX. of the firft volume. 
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fer as they; go, true, lights;) fhould any¬ 
thing be found which is vicious , immoral , and 
jinf-tcly oppofite to his very being : we may 
and: do fafely conclude, that it could hot 
proceed from Him, who is the author of good, 
and not of evil. On the contrary, if the 
whole religious difpenfation, both dp&rinal, 
and moral, betray that fuperabundant mercy 
and.goodnefs, and good-will to. men, which 
exceed all human conception, and which muft 
be;;divine,- it affords a moft ftrong prefump- 
tion, almoft amounting to a full and pofitive 
proof, that it alfurediy came from him. 

Founded, as they are, in the unfearchable 
Wifdom of the Godhead, (to judge of which 
attribute of the divine nature, the whole order 
of intelledlual beings and their relations are to 
be taken into the account,) many of the doer-, 
trines of our religion-are tranfcendently fub« 
Jfctaei' atld fome of them above the higjie$ 
reach of our underftandihg to conqpafs, or 
ouf imagination to conceive ; but to deter¬ 
mine of the great .Mercy and Goodnefs .which 
they accord: to the human; race, the only ret 
lations to beconfidered are thofe between God 

and 
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arid man 1 : and thefe attributes, Alining upon 
the face of the whole Chriltian difpenfation 
with the benigneft influence, betray to natu- 
tural reafon confpicuous marks of its divine 
extraction ; holding out “ a bright and fhin- 
“ ing light,” by which we lee in its confti* 
tution the hand of an immaculate origiriah 
This is a fpecies of evidence which is mixed 
and interwoven in the vitals of our religion, 
and inherent in its very fubftance—** And-the 
“ Word was made flefh and dwelt among 
“ us, and we beheld his glory as of the only 
“ begotten of the Father, full of Gracd and 
“ Truth 1 *.” 

Thus that Moral Virtue, which is to 
form the crown and confummation of a juf- 
tifying Faith, is made its fir ft credential and 
foundation: fo much order, beauty, har¬ 
mony, and confiftence, pervade the whole of 
God’s moral government, and eonfpire to the 
perfection of the heavenly fyltem. 

By this Internal Evidence of his Woid 
addrefled to the hearts and conferences of 

* , ^ , 

* * See Warb. Div. Leg. b. ix. p. 26. 

h John i. 17. 4 

men, 
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men, Chtift was ** one who bore witnefs of 
** iumfislf.” 

II. But, however neceflary and fundamen¬ 
tal this fpecies of Evidence may be to a reli¬ 
gion which affujmes to have come from God, 
it is not fufficieat of jtfelf alone to evince 
the authority of a divine commiffion Our 

Lord, 

c *Tn reverence to Truth, I hold myfelf obliged to own, 
* that, in my opinion, the reasonableness of a Do&rine 
4 pasetended tocome immediately from God, is, of itfelf alone, 
4 #o PROOF,but a presumption only, of fijeh its divine Ori- 
4 ginah becaufe though the excellence of the Do&rine (even 
4 allowing it to furpafs all other moral teaching whatfoever) 
1 may (hew it to be worthy of God, yet, from that folc 
4 excellence, we cannot certainly conclude that it came im- 
4 mediately from him; frnce we know not to what heights 
4 of moral knowledge the human underftandjng, unaflifted 
4 by infpiration, may arrive. Not even our full experience 
4 that all the Wifdom of Greece and Rome comes ex- 
4 tremely fliort of the Wifdom of the Gospel, can fupport 
4 us in concluding, with certainty, that this Gofpel was 
4 fent immediately from God. We can but doubtfully 
4 guefs, what excellence may be produced by a well-culfi- 
4 vated Mind, further blefled with a vigorous temperament, 
4 and a happy organization, of Body. The amazement 
4 into which Sir Ifaac Newton’s Difcoveries, in Nature, 
4 threw the learned world, as foon as men became abisto 
4 comprehend their Truth and Utility, fufficiently fliers, 

4 what 
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Lord, therefore, appeals to another, though 
not more effential, more obvious and convinc¬ 
ing, teft, which ftamps an irrefragable feat 
on the heavenly embafly. “ And the Fa- 
“ ther that hath fent me beareth witnefS 
* l of me.” 

To call the attention of men to this other 
Evidence, as more obvious to their apprehen- 
fion, and in itfelf more palpable and direft, 
he ufes this ftrong and figurative language k . 
“ If I bear witnefs of myfelf, my witnefs is 
“ ndt true,” (being only the “ teftimony 
(i of one,” and insufficient of itfelf), pro- 

4 what little conception it had, that the human faculties 
4 could ever rife fo high, or fpread fo wide, 

* On the whole, therefore, we conclude, that, ftriCUy 
4 fpeaking, tjiere is no ground of conviction (olid and (trong 
4 enough to bear the weight of fo great an intereft, but 
4 that which rifes on Miracles, worked by the firft Mef- 
4 fengers of a new Religion, in fupport and confirmation 
* their Mission. 

4 That is Miracles and Miracles only, demon- 
4 ftrate that the DoCtrine, which is feen to be worthy of 
4 'Go<3, did, indeed, come immediately from him** 
Warb. Div. Leg. b. ix. c. 5. 

14 Th&t he fpeaks figuratively is obvious from another 
paffage in St. John’s Gofpel* where fpeaking dir*£$ be 
contradicts thefe words— 44 Though I bear record of my- 
u felf, my record is true. 1 ’ viiiv 14, - 

. 5 cesdiftg 
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ceeding in the fame fublime and pointed ftyle, 
“ There is, another that beareth witnefs of 
“ me, and I know that the witnefs which 
he witnefleth of roe is true: for the Works 
“ that the Father hath given me to finifh; 
** the fame Works that I do bear witnefs 
“ of roe, that the Father hath fent me; 
“ and the Father himfelf which hath fent 
“ me hath borne witnefs of me 1 .”—“ If I 
“ do not the Works of my Father, believe 
me not. But, if I do, though ye believe 
not me, believe the Works : that ye may 
“ know and believe that the Father is in me, 
“ and I in him m .” 

This fecond witnefs of his million to which 
Chrift appealed, which he calls Works, were 
the moil plain and obvious Faffs, intimately 
connected with his Doctrines and Precepts, as 
collateral vouchers of their divinity. After 
eftimating the Internal or Moral Evidence; 
the next office of Reafon is to canvals the 
pretenfions of Revelation upon the Ground 
of thefe external concomitant fa£ts. 

The nature of Faffs , as a fpecies of truth, 
was analyzed in the firft volume of this work, 

1 John v. 31, 32, 36. " John x. 37, 38. 

to 
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to which I muft now recall the attention of 
my reader ; as they are thofe human truths, 
by which the author of our religion leads men 
immediately to the belief of its divine myf- 
teries. This fpecies of truth was found to be 
more direCt and obvious than any Other; open 
to the apprehenfion, and familiar to the mind, 
of all men; refulting immediately from the 
individual objects prefented to the eye, the iiioft 
perfect of the fenfes ; Ipringirig from effects 
themfelves, without attention to their re¬ 
moter caufes ; and requiring nothing for their 
proof, but the coincidence of tranfa&'ton , per- 
Jbn , time, and place , or for their conviction, 
but that the fenfes be found, competent, and 
well-informed. And, from their frequency 
and inceffant occurrence, in the ordinary 
courfe of human things, FaCts are not only 
molt obvious and familiar in themfelves, but 
alio in their proximate and efficient caufes \ 
The Fafls which our Saviour hid as an 
important Ground, frbnfwhich men were to 
reafort to the 1 troth of his religion, were as 
palpable to the "fenfes, and as eafy'td the ap- 
prehenfions, of all men, as it is poflible for 

“See Chap.IX. 

F any 
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any fa£t^ to be ; differing cjnly from the rmjil 
common and ordinary that occur in the na¬ 
tural courfe of things^ in one particular^ 
.which difference was as clearly to be appre* 
hended by the plained conception, as they. 
were themfelves. And it is to this important 
difference^ to which they owe their evidence; 
for, whereas other fads are the effects of 
common and ordinary caufes ; thefe were ftill 
more obvioufly the immediate effeds of a 
moft uncommon and extraordinary Caufe. 

From the operation of this uncommon and. 
extraordinary Caufe, not producing new; phae.- 
nomena in a natural way, but doing wonder¬ 
ful and particular ads, and producing WPPff 
derful and.particular effeds, in a. fupernatural 
one, thefe Fads, appointed as the concomi¬ 
tant proofs and evidences of the religious dif- 
penfatiori, were. called Powers or Miracles; 
being, indeed, fiich. “ Works as po man c^i. 
“.do. exqept.God be with him,’’. -wh^all-. 
wife. and perfed 7 nature, could not i employ 
them to fandion a lie, but to confirm and 

' ^ ^ t * ij C* '•* ■* , ^ 

eftabnfl^the moflj. important and'-'beneficial 

truths.- ; . •. ' ■ f 

... -v * b m .M- » ; " *:* 

, . TM* 
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*Thefe miracles, However new, and differ¬ 
ent from the ordinary and uniform experience’ 
of men, and the common effects of common 
caufes, and, on that account, the lefs credi¬ 
ble in themfelves; yet, being the only ade¬ 
quate Credentials which could confirm to 
men' the Teftimony of God and the divine.' 
commiffion of his Son, and abfolutely neeef- 
lary to the ends of a difpenfation fo import-, 
ant as to involve the happinefs of the human 
race, they derive a credit both from their fin- 
gular necefiity, and the Angular importance 
of'their final caufe; and, when fupported by 
hurhan teftimony which is fufficiently au¬ 
thentic, "they are entitled to the belief of all, 
fotui^ages 0 . They were alfo pronounced' 

and' 

r **. A Miracle, even when beft fupported by human' 
•'teftimony, needeth to be ftill further qualified, ere it can 
cfeferve credit of a rational Believer : namely, that it be 
‘ fo toVmeded withihe fyftem to which it claims relation," 
r {as^it3t fcetfi to make part of it, or t6 be necefiary to 

•bjtfccoRipJepoa. . 

‘ Jh is ptherwife in Facts acknowledged to be within the 
‘ verge of nature and human agency. Here all that is 
‘.wanted to recommend them to bur belief, is the telfimony 
^WkAowing and honeft Witneffes. 

' « While 
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aad; declared by their ageftt, the perfon who 
was inverted with the fupernatual power of 

working 

4 While in pretended Fa£U beyond the verge of nature 
c and human agency, fuch as thofe we call Miraculous, 
4 much more is required when offered to our belief. The 
‘ controul and arreft of the eftatyilhed Laws of Nature* by 
^ the God and Author of Nature, either mediately or im- 
4 mediately, is a thing which common experience hath 
4 rendered fo extremely improbable, that it will at leaft ba- 
‘ dance the very beft human teftimony, Handing ttnfqp- 
4 ported and alone. And why? Becaufe ordinary Fails 
‘ carry their causes openly and manifeftly along with 
4 them: or if not fo, yet none are required, as, we are 
4 convinced their caufes muft bzintrinfically there. Butin 
4 Fadts pretended to be miraculous , the immediate efficient 
4 caufe is extrinjical ; and therefore leaves, room for doubt 
4 -and uncertainty: or rather, when, in this cafe, menpaj- 
4 ceiye no caufe , they are apt to conclude there is none ; 

4 or, in other words, that the report is falfe and groundkfs. > 
4 So that when the whole evidence of the Fadl, deemed mi- 
4 raculow, is folely comprifed in human teftimony, and js, 
4 in its nature, contrary to uniform experience,, the. 
4 FhUofopher will, at leaft, fufpend his belief. ^ 

. 4 But though in all Miracles, that is, in Facts deemed 
4 miraculous, the efficient cause continues unknown a 
‘ yet, in thoie which our holy Religion feems to recopa- 
‘ mend to our belief, the final cause always ftands ap- 
4 parent. And, if that caufe be fo important as tomake 
4 the Miracle neceffary to* the ends of the dispensation, 

4 this J3 all that can reafonably be required to entitle it to 
4 4 our 
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working them, to 'be exprefsly given as (fee 
ftanding teft, asthebroad feal, of his divine 

€ our belief; when propofed to us with the fame Aillnefs of 
c human teftimony which is fufficient to eftablilh a com- 

* mon fa&: lince, in this cafe, we have the moral at- 

* tributes of the Deity to fecure us from an error, 

4 fa fatal to our welfare. 

4 And the confining our belief of Miracles within thefe 1 
‘ bounds, wipes away (as I conceive) all the miferable fo- 
$ phiftry of our modern pretenders to Philofophy, both at 
c home arid abroad, again# Miracles, on pretence of 
4 theft being contrary to general experience, in the 
4 ordinary courfe of things. At leaft the TRUE Philo¬ 
sopher (Mr. Locke] fo thought, when he made that 
cr ftri& enquiry into Truth, towards the conclufion of his 
4; iirtmortal Work—Though common experience (fays 

4 he) AND THE ORDINARY COURSE OF THINGS have 
4 jtiftly a weighty influence on the minds of men to make 
4 them give or refufe credit to any thing propofed to their 

* belief; yet there is one case wherein the STRanGR- 
4 SeSS of the fads lessens not the assent to a fair 
4 'teftirriony given of it. For where supernatural' 
4 events are suitable to the ends aimed at by 
4 him who hath power to change the courfe of natiire, 
* K ibin^ under fuch circumftknces, they may be Fitter to 
^{frbcure belief by how much the more they are beyond 
4 6lt CONTRARY TO ORDINARY OBSERVATION. 1 Thft fs 

4 tlte 'jftaper Csfeiof MiraclIes, which, welt attfcfted, do v 
4 Tfef J only find credit* themfelves, but give it alfo to other 
i fruthS ) which need fuch confirmation / 
o; Wiarb, Div. Leg. b. ix. c. 5. 

F 3 commiffion, 
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commi/lion, tp which it was fo requifite ; 
and* to ;Coppplet$ their atteftieg power, they 
were effentially and infeparably connected 
with the moft important part of the difpertfa'-! 
tion, and of the truths thepifelves p . Thus, 
both /rptn. the expediency!of the thing, the 
declaration of their agent, and their felfdm-r 
portance, they derive the ftrongeA credibility. 

p 4 We come next to that fecond Species ©f Miracles 
whofe fubje& makes fo eflentiala part in the Oeconomy 
4 of the Gpsef irj that, without it^ the.whol^ vrould be 
4 v^n atjd , frnithjfs. The firft ar^l principal of, this (pe« 

4 cies is the Miracle of Chrift’s Refurre&ion from the 
4 Dead. If Chrijl be not raised (f?ith Saint Paul ), ypur 
4 faith is vain ; you are yet in your fins. And St. Peter 
4 ufes the fame argument to ihew the, nscbsiitjy of his 
4 Maker’s %efurre&m-~£od (feys ^e) raifed hup t up> hav- 
4 ing loofed the pains of death 5 because it , w^s not 
4 POSSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD BE HOLDEN Op IT* 1 ; * -If 
4 Chrift hirnfelf was not feen to enjoy the fruits of that 
iv ' * Redemption, which was of his own procuring^ what 
hopes could be entertained for the reft of mankind ? Would 
4 it not have been too plaufibly concluded* thatj.thi^expe^ 
4 dient Redemption had proved ineffe’&ual by Christ’s 
" 4 not fifing? So neceflarily (connected in the Apoftle’s opi- 
, ^ was the Miracle of our Saviour’s vifible refur~ 

\ ' ~ 4 reflbon the very eiTence of the Ghrtftian Faith— 

V Thps, we v fee, the Miracle of the Rtfurreftion 
4 made a neceflary part of the integrity of the Gofpel/ 

1 . Warb. Div. Lfeg. b. ix. c. 5. 

: • So 
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So plain andeafy ofapprehenfton, are’both 
the nature and bufe of Miracfcs, that funda¬ 
mental groundwork of the Chriftian Faith. 
But fome men, lofing themfelves in the" mazes 
of philofophy, poflefs the unhappy talent of 
puzzling the plained things artd,' Vvharis a 
greater evil, they draw Others into the toils 
in which they have been taken, who, in 
vainly ftruggling to get free, entangle them- 
felves the more, till the whole fcene be¬ 
comes a maze of perplexity and terror *. 1 

By this Externa!' Evidence^ Work^ 
“ the Father that. Tent him bore witnefe 
" 7‘ ofhim” ‘ 

: o Founded in the plained truthsofthe internal 
•xsA'external Senles, fo blear and 'convincing 
are thefe Grounds of Evidence, the one inhe- 
. rent in the very vitals of the religious dilpen- 
• : fation, and> the' other eflentially' connected 
;, With it, to which our Lord appealed in 1 proof 
of that “ Truth” which he brought down 
from heaven to be the “ Light of the \vprld,” 
.in tthat concife and expreffive,. declaration, 
“ I«am one that bear wttnefeof myfelf; and 
the'Father which ’hath fent me' Seareth 

• ' ■- i- -•I.': ■ '• :•»•••* 

1 Mr. Hume and his opponents. 

F 4 “ \yitnefs. 
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“ witnefs of me.” And, when , the blind 
ohftinacy of bis prejudiced and perverted hear- 
er8 flaut their eyes againft the full blaze of 
this twofold light, with that dignity and fub* 
limity pf character which diffingthlhcd ^ 
th^t he laid.or did* he. condemned, their dour 
hie bUndnefs in this fummary and decifivc 
fentence—“ And now have they both feen 

* and hated both Me and my Father V* 

. \ . ...... - 

... . : ■ . I t ;' f " 

Theft two grounds 6f reafbning, fo totally 
different from each other, are jointly indifr, 
.penfable to the cftablifhment of that Divine 
Teffimony which is the infallible principle of 
all revealed religion, mutually fupporting and 
fnpported by each other—The internal purity 
j>fthe Dofirine proving that the Miracle whioh 
Accompanied it, was wrought of God: and the 
divine power of the Miracle proving* inits?tom» ’ 
the divinity of the Dohiritte 1 , 

. . : !«• In 

* John xt. *4. ‘ 

* * So little being known of the powers of created 11 m 4 

* rits, fuperktr to eurfelves, (fotne of which we are taught 

* to belieye are beneficent to man, and feme averfe) all 

* that we can conclude of Miracles, confidered only in 

* themfelves, is, that'(bej are the work of Agents, able, 

* in 
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111 . In addition to this naatural -gift 

Miracles egefciljsd by Chrift and hi&Apa&Ies*” 
for the rational fpw4aiio» of Jiis religion; iaz 

in fome inftances, to control?! Nature, and 3ivert hcr 
from her eftaUHhed courfe.—vBut whether this controni 
he performed immediately,by the God of .Nadarey or by 
Agents acting under bis direction, or, on the contra)^' 
by malignant agents, at enmity, with Man, and, for a 
time, permitted to indulge their perverfe and hurtful 
purpofes, cannot be known, but by the naturt of that 
JplotJrjw, in fuppprt of which, the pretended Mir ac£»i 
aire performed. The conclufion from this is, that ?tpfs. 
Miracles are to be verifjep by t|ie Doctrine. 
But then, fiftfce we know fo little of the extent of the i 
human underftanding, wfc cannot determine of the tfuef 
original of the Da&rine prapofed to oufbelju&tiifff la b# ; ; 
fupported by Miracles: nouuhfe conchdto^, frffla, 
is, that the Doctrine is to be verified . bit 

Miracles. . • . */s ’$ 

‘ In this there is no frititlefs retirrnofari dhpro^rrft. - 
firo argument; but a regular procefGon of two dlftf nflc 
and different Truths, till the Whole t^afoning.hfCmuca;, 
complete. In truth, they afford mutual af&ffance to 
one another} yet not by taking back what they had 
given; but by continuing to hold yvhat esch had but? 
patted.to the fuppprt of the other* i ■ •* 

‘,Gn the w^ole, we conclude, that . if any Meffehgtas ' 
aver ,wanted the Credentials, «xr. Miracles, they 
were the firft Messengers^ Xiopv in. did neveaW T - 
Myftery of the Gpsprl.’ b^ Div,,Leg. b. in, m s-d t 

the 
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•the fame interefting conference with the 
Jewifh doctors, our Lord appealed to ano¬ 
ther Ground of External Evidence, of a dif- 
ferent and more complicated kind, in which 
; ihe.fame miraculous power was confpicuoufiy, 

„ and ftill more wonderfully, difplayed. “ Search 
“ the Scriptures, for in,them ye think ye 
** have eternal life; and they are they which 
teftify of me V* 

This is the eyidence of Prophesy, founded 
on a natural truth, which is eyinced by the 
experience of men in every age—That the 
knowledge of future contingent-events is out of 
ibe reach f all human fyreftght ; and confe- 
quently, that, when the prediction of fueh 
events is verified in faft, a divine interpoli- 
tlonmuft bbvioufly have been made, for fbme 
important purpofe. To atteft the truth of a 
Supernatural revelation, vyas frequently de¬ 
clared by our lord himfelf, and the other 
illuftrious perfons who were favoured with 
this divine gift, to be that important purpofe; 
and we cannot doubt the truth of .this decla¬ 
ration, when made by thofe who were com- 
' miffioned with the power, and entrufted with 
the means. t 

• John v. 39, 

The 
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The Evidence of Prophecy is of vaft vtt- 
riety and extent, though conne&ed in One 
wonderfully con fi (lent chain; having accotn* 
panied the difpenfation of Theologic ( truth 
from the earlieft ages, before the. perlbnal Ad¬ 
vent of Chrift, in whom, as in a centre, the 
whole was united ; and being farther extended 
.344 enlarged by him and his Apoftles, lb as 
to accompany it with its attefting poWer 
through all future time. * 

This is a moft fruitful and grOWing field of 
theological ftudy, in which the learried divine 
will meet with an extenfive and fublime em¬ 
ployment. This fpecies of external evidence 
difplays the moft wonderful aft and profound 
contrivance of its author ; having its events 
connected with each other, and diftfibutcd 
through all ages to the termination of the 
.whole religious fcheme: yet fo involved in 
darknefs, that the moft penetrating eyC cannot 
forefee them'till they eventually come to pals, 
when the powers of the human mind are loft 
in aftonilhment at their exa£t correfpondenoe 
.with the predictions. In this field of ftudy 
the office of the theologift is by no means to 
anticipate the events, in which his imagina¬ 
tion 
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tionVrlllead him into a labyrinth of error; 
i»ut to ftudy the language of prophecy, and 
to attend with a watchful eye to the hiftory 
<of things and changes as they happen in the 
world, and to clafs events with their predic¬ 
tions, as they are found clearly to .correfpond. 
But to expatiate in this field of Prophecy would 
extend thefe le&ures much beyond the limits 
of the plan prefcribed. 

, With one or other of thefe External Evi¬ 
denced the Chriftian Church hath been fupr 
plied, according to its different circumftances 
and occafions, and as they were beft fuited to 
the purpofes of religion. Miracles, ftrikirig 
immediately upon the fenfes, were beft calcu¬ 
lated for the.firft planting of a new religion : 
but they could not be continued through fu¬ 
ture ages; for, by being perpetually repeated, * 
in time they would have loft their very na¬ 
ture, and with that their evidence. Wheh 
Miracles began to be withdrawn, Prophecy 
began to operate, which could ncit produce; 
an immediate effect on the firft witnefles, 
requiring Home time after its enunciation ; 
tpd it was thus prepared to fupply their place. 

With 
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With us, therefore, it is a “ furer,” and more 
lafting evidence: for whilft we have Mira¬ 
cles only on record, lofing, perhaps, fome- 
thing of their force by time; we have Pro¬ 
phecy, in fome part of its chain, in the a& 
df completion, and growing more and more 
convincing,'till, by the germinant luxuriancy 
of its branches gradually ripening their fruity 
its force become irrfefiftible. 

By this divine expedient * the fbveteigii 

* Matter, Who no lefs manifests his conflant 

* preferice to the moral, than to the paturaly 
4 government of the world, has been gracn 

* oufly pleaied to give to thefe later ages of 

* the church more than an equivalent for 

* what he had bellowed upon the earlier , irf 

* beginning to Ihower down on his chofen. 
€ fervants of the new Covenant the riches of 

* his Prophecy , as the power of working 

* Miracles abated—And hence the Wifdom 

* of the divine dilpenfer is Hill further feen 

* in m&mgPropbecy not only the JlrongeJl, but 

* the lajl , and concluding, evidence of a reli- 

* gion, which, as it was the conclufion of the 

* whole fcheme of revelation j fo, having (as 

* it Ihould feem) the largell portion of its 

* courle 

< c 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



The Chart and Scale 

* courfe to run, that fpecies of Evidence, 

* which (foes notlofe, but' gain, ftrength by 

* riofoy'was heft fitted to accompany it to its' 

* utmoft period*.’ 

f j - 

As Miracles formed a nCceffary fupplement 
to the Moral evidence* fo this vaft chain of 
Prophecy, fulfilling and to be fulfilled, con¬ 
firm the truth of. Miracles, in which they : 
originated and which they now fupplyj won¬ 
derfully co-operating with both,' and uniting 
in one great defign, forming together a mag¬ 
nificent and lltately fyftem, an extenfive fabricy 
of Evidence, equally to be admired for the 
fymmetry and fupport of all the parts, and 
the harmony and difpofition of the whole.- 

These External Evidences, by which .ffie 
divine Tefiimony is eftablifhed, and which , 
are the Grounds of a rational faith, are not, 
only calculated for the purpofes of different 
men, according to the times and circumftances, 
under which they are placed; but require a 
different train and Method of Reafoning in 
their proper Authentication. 

» Warb. Div. Leg. b. ix. c. 6. 

To 
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To ,the eyerwitnefsof^the fads pallefjr^jix * 
raqles, which were perforated by C£$$> hjta-t ' 
lelf, the evidence was fo palpably a&4 direct 
that, where the mind was.candid apd well- * 
difpofed, they produced an immediate and full 
conviction of the whole truth of his *religk>n, 
as the Teftimony of God: ... * 

To the primitive Chriftians, who were not ^ 
fuch ey£-witnefles r the evidence Was, indeed, ' 
One degree removed. Their convidtion, how¬ 
ever, flowed from the immediate report of the 
eye-witnefles, or elfe from that report at fe- 
cond hand; which report was, indeed, di- 
re&Iy confirmed to them by the eye-witnefs 
of other miracles, “ the Lord working with 
“ his fervants, and confirming the word with 
“ figns following T .” In this cafe reafon had 
a very Jhort and eafy operation. 

Ih the fucceeding age, when the canon of 
the New Tefiarnent was completing under 
the' conduct of. infpiration, thefe evidences 
were confirmed by recent fads, performed in 
times riot far remote, by perfons who were 
known, : in pkces where the people, lived ; 
and •publifhed by thefe perfons, in thefe times 

* Mark xiv. 20. ' 

and 
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Mid places, as the original Miracles had been 
themfelves^ challenging all to Contradid them 
if they ttrold: and the convi&ioii erf" Chrif- 
tians was founded in the facred writings fo 
recently attefted, and in the infpired autho¬ 
rity of their refpedive authors, who could 
be clearly proved. All which was dire&ly 
confirmed by Prophecies, which were begin¬ 
ning to be fulfilled. In this cafe reafon had 
a longer operation. 

We, in thefe diftant ages, are put under 
very different circuorflances both of time and 
place. The times, in which the truths of 
theology were revealed, and their evidences 
exhibited to the world, and in which both 
were committed to written record, are many 
ages removed from ours; and the places are at 
the diftance of many countries : fo that they 
muff ncceffarily come down to us through 
the lengthened channel of human tradition* 

For the Teftimony of God recorded in the 
holy leriptures, which is the governing prin¬ 
ciple of our faith, we are, therefore, indebted 
to the 'Teftimony of men ; which opens an ex- 
ienfive and laborious field of reafbning, and 
critical difeufiion. 

The 
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- The Method which Reafon is to fob*' 
low, in this extenfive. divifiott of theology* 
by a logical, train of hfiorical invAfUgaUaitt,, to 
eftabliih a feries of important •fa&s'V And 
the firft queftion that preferits itjfolf to the 
theological enquirer, will be-*—Whether.the 
Senfss of the immediate witnefles of the fliper* 
natural fafts and evidences of < a divine cbm« 
miflion were found alid well-informed; cleat* 
and competent judges of them, \fubje£t to no 
fraud or impofkipu * I. And to this another 
will fiicceed. as its counter-part—Whether 
their credit is to be relied upon as fakbful and 
koneJl'Rektm 1 Thefetwoqueftions, in their 
joint affirmative, conftitute the requjfite qua¬ 
lification. qf a true witoefs and faithful nar- 
jrator, jiekhef deceived himfelf, nor intending 
to deceive others t without which primary 
qualification, any hiftory may be a fallacy or 
anrimpofture, •> 

Thefe immediate witnefles or their imme¬ 
diate friends, the appointed inftruments of the 
divine teffimeny in all its parts, were fpecially 

w See chap. X. fe<St, 1. of the firft volume. 

" “ Seep. 194, 195, 196, of ditto. 

1.See p. 210, 211. of ditto, 

*■** Wol. II, G and 
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and divinely commiffioned, and aided by a fu-r 
pernatural power, to cohnmit the whole fub- 
ifcwce of its truths and evidences of every kind 
to written record , and authorized by divine 
afliftance to add whatever was neceflary, by 
way of explanation, prophecy, or exhortation, 
to complete the whole difpenfation of Grace 
to man; that ** the faith of future ages might 
“ not ftand in the wifdom of men, but, in 
w. the power of God.” The originals or ang¬ 
iographies themfelves of this written record, 
forming the canon of the New Teftament 
executed under this infallible guidance, it 
hath pleafed divine providence to take away 
from us and out of the world, and only to 
leave copies of them to be tranfmitted down 
the channel of all future time by human; 
means, fuper-intending, no doubt, fo facred 
a depofit by the invifible eye of ks fpecial 
care. 

The questions, which arife upon thefe cir- 
cumftances, will, therefore, be—.Whether’the 
originals themfelves were the genuine pro - 
dudions of thofe immediate witnefles or their 
immediate friends, whofe names they bear ? 
and—Whether thefe productions had actually 

the 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



of Truth. 83 

the feal of divine inspiration ? Then comes a 
moft important and extenfive fubjedt of theolo¬ 
gical inquiry and learned inveftigation—Whe¬ 
ther thofe manufcripts and books which con¬ 
tain the copies, with their ancient tranfla- 
tioris, editions, and quotations in. different 
languages, be the faithful tranfcripts of the 
originals ? 

And, to conclude this preliminary part of 
the extenfive ftudy of Divinity, As thefe nu¬ 
merous manufcripts, tranfiations, editions, and 
quotations are found, upon comparifon, to 
differ from each other', though in no vety 
eflential points, yet in many particulars of 
fmaller account; another fubjedt of nice exa¬ 
mination and critical judgment opens itfelf to 
the theologift in an extenfive collation and 
comparifon of correfpondeot texts in order 
to inveftigate, as far as poflible, the mutila¬ 
tions, additions, and alterations, which have 
been made through fraud, ignorance, or acci¬ 
dent, and, by an able and impartial decifion, 
to reftore the true and genuine text, 

So long and laborious is the way which 
leads fallible men, in thefe diftant ages, to the 
G 2 infallible 
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infallible Principle of Theology. On theffe 
Grounds of judgment, which are the com-i 
monelt truths of common life, derived from 
the internal and external Senfes, and from 
the documents of found and authentic Hif* 
tory, (which are as the primary principles , from 
which we reafon to the divine Teftimony as 
a fecondary one,) the truth and certainty of 
the Chriftian Religion are firmly built. Rea¬ 
fon, we have more than once ©bferved, can 
only judge of Evidences; arid thefe Evidences 
are the belt, they are indeed all, which the 
nature of that religion, being purely divine 
and fpiritual, feparate from all human and 
earthly things, can poffibly admit: and, what¬ 
ever men may think of them, they were 
thought by Him, who gave us that religion, 
fufficient in eyery age for our information 
and conviction. They are in all refpeCts cal-? 
culated to vindicate the Goodnefs , and to dis¬ 
play the Mercy of God, “ 'whofe ways are 
“ not as our ways, nor thoughts as our 
“ thoughtswho, whether we may be able 
to difcern them or not, knowing himfelf what 
caufes will produce the deligned effects, , al¬ 
ways employs the fitted means to accomplifh 
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the end he has in view ; and who has taken 
efpecial care, in every part, and under every 
circumftance, of his religious difpenfation, 
jthat “ our Faith fhould not ftand in the wif- 
“ dotri of men, but in the power of God.** 
By fuch a Method of extenfive and various 
Reasoning philofophically inftituted and lo¬ 
gically conducted, and upon thefe Grounds, 
is erefted a rational and fublime Theology j 
juft as, in its different province, a fyftem of 
Natural philofophy is eredted upon phyfical 
and experimental principles-a Theology, 
which, as a citadel founded upon a rock, 
challenges, in every age, the aflaults of infide¬ 
lity. After the mod accurate and critical en¬ 
quiry, the acuteft difcernment, and the pro- 
foundeft learning, which have been repeatedly 
exerted on the one hand ; after all that the 
keeneft acumen, the fubtleft artifice, and the 
fleepeft fophiftry, could obje& on the other, 
which a fubjeft of the greateft and moft uni- 
verfal concern to men could not fail to ekcite: 
Upon thefe Grounds the Chriftian Religion 
has been $ftablijhed and confirmed , as much by 
the attacks of its bittereft adverfaries, as by 
the defences of its ableft advocates. Upon 

G 3 thefe 
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thefe Grounds it has gone on conquering and 
to conquer, triumphing over intereft and 
ambition, ignorance and learning, friends and 
enemies, the Pope and Ariftotle. Reafbn 
and found Philofophy are thofe allies, on 
whofe honeft and faithful fervice (he depends. 
In every age and country, where they have 
come, they have ere&ed their ftandard in her 
caufe. They baniflh error and fuperftition, 
fcepticifm and infidelity, from her Ihrine; 
and rejoice to place that Faiths which is the 
pure offspring of heaven, in the immoveable 
feat of the Underjlandlng. 


Sect. II. 

Of the Study of the Holy Scriptures. 

W HEN, by eftablithing the infallible 
Principle of Theology, the Tefli* 
rnony of God, that facred fountain from 
which the myfteries of religion fpontaneoufiy 
flow, Reafon has cleared the way to the 
foundation of our moft holy Faith; the fruits 

of 
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bf the heavenly vineyard remain to be ga¬ 
thered with diligence and preferred with dare, 
and to be lo faithfully and plentifully diftri- 
buted among men, that they may be enjoyed 
by all, who are willing to embrace and to 
improve them, in the eafieft and moil advan¬ 
tageous way: which opens another field for the 
exercife of Reason in the province of Theo¬ 
logy, in which the induftrious huibandman 
will find more and different employment. 

The HotV ScRiPTUREs are the lole repo- 
litory of all the myfteries of religion, doc¬ 
trinal and moral, containing the whole form 
and fubftance of theologic truth. They are 
ftyled “ the oracles of God,” fpeaking and 
declaring his will to every age and country, 
in a language, which, though fbmetimes plain 
and exprefs, is fometimes as myfterious as the 
truths which they reveal. They are that foie 
•and univer&l fpring, whofe living waters are 
to, flow pure and unadulterated u for the 
“ healing of the nations,” to the end of time: 
and the critical ftudy and analyfis of every 
.part prefent the fublimeft fubjedt of rational 
inveftigation to the mind of man. 

G 4 In 
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In this part of theology, the a& of Reafon- 
ing; becomes an aft: of Interpretation, in the 
conduct and execution of which, the deepeft 
learnings the matured judgment, theableft 
criticifm, the moft extehfive information, and, 
I may fey, the pureft virtue, will find ample 
fcdpe for the exercife of their powers. And 
. as, in the profeoution of every fubjeCt, the 
firft and the moft important thing is to efcape 
the wrong, and to get into the right, road; 
fo, by adopting that method of interpretation, 
which is philofophically and logically juft, we 
ftiall fave much fruitlefs toil, and be moft fuc- 
cefsful.in the purfuit. 

That, however infinite and various in his 
truth, “ the Lord our God is one God,” con¬ 
fident with himfelf and uniform in operation; 
fo that one part of his truth is every where 
introductory to, and illuftrativerof, another, 
is the fofid foundation of that logical analogy, 
from which the natural" lyftem of the uni- 
verfe is a key to the moral, by the ufe of 
which the divine philofopher is enabled to 
.unlock the celeftial, manfions. A right know¬ 
ledge of the difpenfation of - Ttfafure ' will, 

therefore. 
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therefore, furnifh us with a clue which will 
lead us to the right knowledge of that Qtacei 
and, by putting them fide by fide in a com¬ 
parative eftimation, we fhall fee that the true 
method of interpreting the one will introduce 
us to the true method of interpreting the . 
other. ‘ Two books or volumes of ftudy,* 
fays our great philofopher, * are laid before 
us, if we would be fequred from error: firft, 
the Scriptures revealing the will of God i 
’ 4 and then the Creatures exprefling his power, 

* whereof the latter is a key unto the for- 

* mer The difplay ofhimfelf, in the great 
volume of his Works , will open to our under- 
ftanding the difplay of himfelf, in the ; fmaller . 
volume of his Word: and the oeconomy of the 
one will illuftrate and unfold the ceconotoy of 
the other. 

;* , v I * 

Imprefifed upon every thing we obferve in 
the natural fyftetn of the univerfe, the Power, 
the Wifdom, and the Gpodnefs, of the Deity, 
meet the eye in fuch bold and prominent fea¬ 
tures, as to force themfelves upon minds the 
moft torpid and uninformed. A knowledge 

* Baconus'de Augm, Sc. lib. I. 

alfo 
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t alfo of the general ufes of fuch things, as 
are neceflary for the fubfiftence and conve¬ 
nience of human life, is eafily attained : and 
all the domeftic and focial benefits, which are 
requifite to the perfonal fecurity and comfort 
of mankind, are extracted and derived with 
eafe from the various materials with which 
they are furrounded. So obvious is the book 
of nature, in its moft ufeful pages, to the 
plaineft underftandings. With equal clear- 
nefs and iimplicity the fundamental truths of 
Chriftianity are revealed to all men. The 
great duties of Faith, Obedience, and Re¬ 
pentance, which are fufficient to “ make 
“ men wife unto falvation,” are moft plainly 
and diftin&ly taught in almoft every page of 
the facred volume j and every moral virtue 
or obligation is inculcated with a elearnefs 
and Iimplicity, to which all moralifts muft 
yield——So openly hath the univeflal Father 
dealt with all men in both his difpenfations} 
leaving nothing concealed, which is necef- 
fary or fufficient for the inftru&ion of the 
ignorant and unlearned (who in all human 
fociety muft always form a great majority,) 
either in the ufe of things, which contribute 

to. 
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. to the comfort of this life* or in their religious 
dependence and moral duty, in which their 
future happinefs is involved. 

But, however forcibly thefe divine attri¬ 
butes may imprefs themfelves upon the atten¬ 
tion of all men; or however eafily all the 
commonefl ufes of common things may be 
difcovered.: it is only to the eye of the phi- 
lofopher penetrating* by accurate and expe¬ 
rimental oblervation* into the deeper recedes 
of nature, in the various parts of her exten- 
live volume, that that Power is difplayed in 
all its wonder, that Wifdam unfolded in all 
its glory, and that Goodnefs fhines out in all 
its beauty;—that all thofe latent caufeft are 
unfolded, which, in the mechanifm ofthema- 
terial fyftem, produce fuch various and afto- 
niftring effects. And, however clear and ob¬ 
vious both in its general truths and duties, 
the moral difpenfation is replete with deeper 
and fublimer myfteries than the natural. The 
volume of infpiration is profefledly a myfttf- 
rious book, challenging the deepeft inveftiga- 
tion of the learned in every age, particularly 
-of thofe who are appointed by more than hu¬ 
man authority to be the difpenfers and inter¬ 
preters 
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prcters of the word, and calculated* as it ap* 
pears to be, to employ their ftudy and in- 
duftry to the end of time. 

However clearly its fundamental articles 
may be delivered to the apprehenfion of all 
men, the Chfiftian difpenfation is prophetical 
and parabolical of courfe *, and its particular 
evolution in the different periods of the world* 
the future fate and fortunes of the Gofpel, and 
of the Chriftian Church, which are called 
“ the myjleries of the kingdom of heaven,’* 
will ever remain a fubjeCfc for the inveftigation 
of the ableft and moll recondite reafbning. 

So obvious y and at the fame time fo myjle- 
riouSi is the God of truth in his difpenfationS 
of it. Whilft, both in his Works , and in his 
Wordy he is fo open and perfpicuous, that 

he who runs may read,” whilft he is fpeak- 
ing home to the information and conviction 
of the many, whofe faculties are ufefully and 
honourably employed in the neceffary occu¬ 
pations of life : this deeper inveftigation, both 
into the qonftitution of Nature and the (eco¬ 
nomy of Grace, is allotted to the virtuous 
and vigorous exertions of a few inquifitive and 

contem- 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



c/Truth, 93 

contemplative minds; to be rewarded with 
the high gratification, of intellectual improve¬ 
ment ; and to be crowned with the ftill 
higher fatisfa&ion of communicating to all 
the ufe of their difcoveries. 

Similar and analogous as they are in their 
whole oeconomy, in the Study and cultivation 
of thefe two different parts of learning, fimi- 
lar caufes will be found to produce fimilar 
effects of ill or good fuccefs: and the right 
method to he purfued by one, will open.us 
the way to that of the other, 

Syjiems and ffypothefes in general, framed 
by philofophers out of their own ideas divorced 
by an aCt of imagination from the truth of 
things, were the bane of Natural Philofophy, 
and the prolific caufe of all the errors, which 
for centuries oppofed the advancement of 
phyfical fcience. Above defending to the 
' drudgery of experiment and the painful tafh 
of apcurate enquiry and particular obferva- 
tions for the principles of phyfical truth, phi- 
lofophers were pampering their genius and 
indulging their yanity in dreams and fpecu- 
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lations of their own invention. Hence, in 
their interpretation of nature, inftead of find¬ 
ing a real world, the image of its author, 
they produced a number of imaginary ones, 
from the pregnant womb of fancy, as diverfe 
from each other, as almoft equally unrelated 
to him. And, to keep pace with thefe in¬ 
terpreters of nature, their ingenious brethren 
the fchool theologifts, inftead of fearching the 
Scriptures by a grammatical, and truly criti¬ 
cal, which is indeed a laborious, examination, 
fbr the truths which they every where con¬ 
tain, Were as inventively but more mifchiev- 
oufly employed in erecting fimilar fchemes 
of faith and hypothetical fyftems of divinity, 
as different from each other as abhorrent 
from the dictates of the one infpirer of one 
true religion. 

Correfpondent to the genius of thefe air- 
built fyftems, was the logic employed about ' 
them. Logic, in thefe ingenious ages, dif-r 
dained to ftoop to the office of finding truth. 
As imagination could more readily invent, 
than reafon could inveftigate, the tafk of find¬ 
ing truth was allotted to the former ; and 
logic had only to forge artificial weapons for 

. , its 
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its attack and its defence. It furnished both 
the philofophical and theological champion 
with a kind of magic armour of fuch dex¬ 
terous contrivance, that the patrons of dif¬ 
ferent theories could attack and defend, with 
fuch equal fuccefs as never to injure or de- 
ftroy, them, and eternally contend about 
them, with an equal {hew of conqueft on ei¬ 
ther fide \ And it was only juft, that fuch 
eafy and ingenious fyftems fhould have fuch 
an eafy and ingenious logic. Confifting of 
terms of its own, to which, by an arbitrary, 
though formal, definition , it annexed what 
ideas it pleafed, without regard to the truth 
of things ; it could make every phaenomenon 
of nature bend to every hypothefis, and diftort 
every text of fcripture to the fupport of every 
fyftem. 

* Haec inutjlis fubtilitas duplex eft, & fpechtur aqt in 
materia ipfit, qualis eft inanis fpeculatio, cujus generis re- 
periuntur & in theologia Sc in philofophia baud paucae: aut 
in modo & methodo tra&andi. Haec apud fcholafticos fere 
talis erat. Super unaquaque re propofita formabant objec- 
tiones ; deinde objeftionum illarum folutiones, quae folu- 
tiones ut plurimum diftin&iones tantum erant. fiaconus 
De Augm. Sc. lib. 1. 

Upon 
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Upon fuch a foundation, and by the help 
of fuch an inftrument, was erected the Babel 
of the fchools in philofophy and divinity) 
equally the peft of feienee and religion; 
which; for many : ages, threw its dark Shade 
over the mod enlightened parts of'Europe; 
Polemical divinity, coofifting of a number of 
hypothetical and fa&itious queftions agitated on 
both fides with aU the fophiftry Of difpotation, 
and in a language as unintelligible to# ratiohal 
pnderftanding, as that of the ancient Babel 
after the confufion of tongues, was the feg& 
ttimate offspring of fuch a theology and fuch a 
)ogic» Universities adopted this as the main ob¬ 
ject of their? ftudy and cultivation; in the ex* 
ercife of which, inftead of opening the feirip- 
tures by a juft and candid interpretation, by 
handling the word of God artfully and deceit¬ 
fully, their theological difpytants fqarc^ly 
found a text in feripture, whiqh they did not 
pervert and mifapply, in defending their own 
dogmas and inventions, or in fobyerting thofe 
of their opponents. Inftead of employing their 
reafon foberly and difcteetly to the ufeful pur- 
pofes of theology, they contaminated its mdft 
fublime and facred royfteries by an impure 

mixture 
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mixture of metaphyfical {peculation Thefe 
fabricated tjueftions produced an exhauftlefs 
fund of polemical contention (for of error 
there is no end), and, though held out by fage 
divines as of the lafl importance to religion, 
they were “ fooli(hand unprofitable” at beft; 
and fo exactly deferiptive of thole “ vain bab- 
“ blings, profane novelties of words, and oppo* 
“ fitions of fcience falfely fo called b ,” againft 
which St. Paul has cautioned his >di£ciples Ti¬ 
mothy and Titus, as to warrant the aflertion, 
(hat be forefaw the folly, and foretold the 
conduit, of the learned in diftant ages*. 

And, what was more than all inaufpiciouj 
to the ftudy of theology and the pure inter¬ 
pretation of the word of God, from the pre¬ 
judice of education and the prevalence of ha¬ 
bit enflamed by the beat of party zeal, thefe 

• i Tim. vi. 20. 

• Qua in litigiofa fubtititate incrcpatio ilia Paulina non 
magis ad fuam aetatem reftrre, quam ad fequentia temporm 
dednei, poteft. Devitapripbaass warn imitates c i eppifitiones 
falfi u mints fdtnti*. His enirn verbis duo figna feientiap 
fufpe&ae atque ementitae proponit. Primum eft, vocum 
novitas & infolentia j alterum rigor dogmatum, qui necef- 
fario oppofitionem, & 4 e * n altercationes quxftionefque in- 
ducit, &c. Baconus De Augiru Sc. lib. i. 
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fashionable fyftcras and difputations wariped; 
hyfan infenfthle cpntagiony the understanding 
of men K?f faperior learning and , founder judgt; 
ment-J safomuph* that in their translations*• 
ioterpatetarions* and. commentaries of the holy 
table, iriftedd ofreprefenting the meaning of r 
the.original faithfully, critically, and candidly, 
they could not avoid giving it a colour of their 
own to favour the led: or- dogma . to: which* 
they were inclined* r 

'Thus* the ftudy of Phyfics and DivirifryJj 
in head of being the jult interpretation ofiNa-* 
tureand the Scriptures, which are the ^oth$ u 
of God, became the invention ar^d fupportofo 
lyftems, which were the fabrications ofltneiisi 
and the honour of the philofopher and di.VMfo;> 
confided in't a pertinacious < and • obftmafce adt-:i 
herence to the fyftems in which they; h^d 
been bred,- and. in handing 
prido and formality of a contentious t k>gfo>i t 
invincible champions in their, tfefenne^sp^^ 
mercenary foldjer is bound to fjght u and,,tcp 
die under the banner to which he ; foi9.e/>rt,j 

' ■■■•?'•' n: • •' . ‘.-..••.'ffut .'OOAt 
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From theft caufes, foinaufpicious to the 
progrefs of good learning, neither of thefe 
ftvtdies made any material advances for man/ 
ages; till the fuperior genius of Lord Kacon 
chalked out sTnew and different line, by the 
invention of a founder logic, for the ftudy and 
interpretation of Nature, and gave fuch clear 
and collateral intimations in regard to thofe 
of the holy Scriptures, that a few philofo- 
phers and divines magnanimoufly embarked in 
the Caufe of truth, and, in defpite of the fta-- 
tutable and formal difcipline, have gone hand. 
in hahd in emancipating reafon from the bonds 
of factitious fyftem, and, upon experimental 
arid fcriptural grounds, have been equally fuc- 
cefsful In the interpretation both of the vo¬ 
lume of Nature and of that of Grace. 

The fuccefs, which crowned the labours 
of the philOfbpher in this new line Of cultiva¬ 
tion,' gave encouragement to the theologift t6 
piirfue a fimilar plan of ftudy d : and the ableft 
divines Of the church of England have em¬ 
ployed their learning and their labours after a 
more rational and fuccefsful method, much 

4 See Introd. to Book ix. of Warb. Div. Leg. 
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to the honour of their profeffion, and to the 
great emolument of the firft of fciences. What 
has been fo ably and aufpicioufly begun, in 
this theological reform, it is incumbent on the 
learned to purfue and firti/h. Avoiding the- 
extremes of fcepticifm and fuperftition, of 
licentious fpeculation and blind credulity, it 
is time to embrace and to fecond the reform 
in every part of our public difcipline, by 
adopting the moft judicious and proper means. 
It is time to turn our backs with fttame on 
the fabricated fyftetns and abfurd pofitions of 
artificial and hypothetical divines, who ufurped 
or infringed the prerogatives of fcripture, and 
to explore the Bible itfelf, that pure and ge¬ 
nuine ftore, that inexhauftible fund of found 
theology: and, if fyftems are formed, .to let 
them be only conflru&ed on a fcriptural foun¬ 
dation. Itis time,infhort,tochange,to {hut up, 
or to pull down, the fchook, thole monuments 
Of ignorance<for ages pafh It is time to aban¬ 
don deputation and altercation, which at bell 
are ufelefs and unprofitable, and, inftcad of 
contending about nothing for an empty bubble, 
to go hand in hand in purfuit of the genuine 
prize; advancing with modefty, with can¬ 
dour 
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'dour and difcretiont and, following truth not 
for the fake of triumph, but with, an .eye to 
charity. And, under the dire&ion offucha 
leader and logician as our own country had 
afforded, we need not be afraid of pufhing.qn 
, our enquiries in the volume of Nature, or in 
that of Grace: if we do not examine, with 
too bold and profane an eye, into the deeper 
,my fteries of religion; into that inner fai^luary, 
in which the Deity alone relides, and hup 
which he has forbidden us to look. 

But, though “ the fecret things belong 
“ to ~the Lord our God,” yet “ the things, 
* v which are revealed, belong to us and to 
out children for ever' c 1 * And * let no one, 

* fays Lord Bacon, taking to himfelf the cre- 

* dit of a fobriety and moderation ill applied, 

‘ think or maintain that men can fearch too 

fit In the book of God’s word, or in that‘of 
^'ivis' works, in 'Theology or Philofophy : but 
' * rather, let them excite themfelves to the 
J * 'fearth, and boldly advance in the purfuit of 
J * an endlefs progress in both j only taking 
"♦ care left they apply their knowledge to' 

* Deut. xxix. 29. 

II ^ * fwelling 
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* fwelling not to charity, to oftontation not 

* to ufe V 

Thus, the kingdoms of Nature and Grace 
are as two parallel lines following the lame 
direction, but which can never be made to 
touch. Thefe ftudies, by a general and dole 
analogy, refled light upon each other, and are 
to be-fuccefsfully cultivated in a fimilarway: 
but in their feparate profecution, that great 
maxim of all found logic, never to mix and 
confound them together , fhould be moft fa- 
credly obferved; the negled of which will 
be (hewn, in fome future ftage of thefe lec¬ 
tures, to be a fundamental caufe of error*. 

And 

f Baconus De Augm. Sc. lib. i. 

B To this mixture of thefe different parts of learning we 
may trace the origin of Hutchinsoni ani sm, that ft range 
infatuation, by which the judgment of a fe£t of very learn^ 
and worthy men, led away by whim and fancy and for want 
of a proper ftrength and comprehenfion of mind, has been 
aftonifhingly betrayed \ whom Warburton, in his rude ftyle, 
denominated a cabaiijlic crew, blind workers in dirt and dark - 
nefs . Lord Bacon, who knew the proper nature, and faw 
all the juft dependencies and independencies of the dif¬ 
ferent parts of learning, and what aftiftance they could mu¬ 
tually impart, has not only warned us againft this mixture 

and 
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And another admonition with which that 
reformer of learning concludes the above re¬ 
mark is too important to the Study of Di¬ 
vinity to be negle&ed-—Taking care again, 

* not to mix and confound thefe - diftindt 
‘ parts of learning 'Theology, and Philofophy, 
‘ together V 

and confufion in general, but has ftigxriatized this particnlai 
evil in the dire&eft words—Alter exceflus ejus modi prae* 
fupponit in lcripturis. perfedionem, ut etiam omnis philo* 
fophia ex earum fontibus peti debeat, ac ft philofophia alia 
qu^evis res profana eflet&ethnica. Hsec iqtemperies in 
fchola* Paracelfi praecipue, nec non apud alios invaluit. 
Initht auterti ejus a Rabbinis & Cabaliftis deflux£runt. Ve« 
rum iftkifmodi homines non id aflequuntur quod volunt: 
neque enira honcfrem, ut putant, fcripturis deferunt^ fed 
eafdem potius deprimunt & pojluunt. Quemadmodum 
crtim theologiam in philofophia quserere, perinde eft ac vivos 
quaeras inter mortuos : ita, e contra, philofophiam in th^o- 
logia qu^ererf, non ali>yd e^> quam, mortuos quarere .inter 
yivos.r De Augm. Sc. lib. ix. . 

4. * Baconus f)e Augm. Sc. lib. 1. 

q§n • * 

■ i . ■ ,;i •• 
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6f the General I^tb^pret.atioji of the 
' , Holy Scriptures. 


f I \HAT the Holy Bible, both in matter and 
. JL manner, is a book totally different from 
all others that ever were or could be written, 
is a pofition founded on this great and eternal 
truth—that “ the thoughts” of Him, by whom 
it was dictated, “ are not as. the thoughts, 
“ nor his ways as the ways, of men.’* It 
will, confequently, require a different In¬ 
terpretation, 


In this volume of his Grace, as in that of 
Nature, the Almighty hath hidden under a 
veil the treafures of his wifdom, to furnifh 
employment to the learned; as well as opened 
thofe of his goodnefs and mercy, to the ufe 
and -enjoyment of all men: and, though its 
Interpretation has been the talk of many ages, 
as a mine unexhaufted and inexhauftible, it is 
calculated, as has been obferved, to exercife 

the 
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the (kill and ingenuity of the learned to the 
end of time. 

The fathers and earlier commentators of. 
the church filled the world with annotations 
upon the books of the facred volume: but, 
whether from the ufe of imperfect copies and 
inaccurate tranflations, or whether from a par¬ 
tial and uftphilofophical method of interpret¬ 
ing, n& gre&it Tight has been rdfle&ed upon«the 
bible from their numerous illuftrations. In- 
ftt&cfrif collating and correcting the text, in the 
firft place, attd of eftaUifhing, in the fecond, 
fome juft J and general rules of interpretation: 
their labours were wafted in framing notions 
and inventions of their own, as abfurd in 
themfelves, as repugnant from the author; 
or their learning was misemployed in labour¬ 
ing every, trifling particular with a great 
variety, and extent of explanation, whilft they 
totally overlooked things of real and general 
importance. We need not, therefore, won¬ 
der, if their fcriptural lucubrations be pf little 
ufe ,in leading us into the recondite meaning 
of ,the rfacred code. > ; 1 * 

' • 4 ■ • . • 4 . In 
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' In addition to thefe general deffeds/com¬ 
mentators of later date became the bigots of 
rtligkras perfuafion, or the flaves of factitious 
fyftem, which warped or obfcured their par¬ 
tial judgment. By a taint early contracted in 
a'fcholaftic education, and confirmed by nar¬ 
row habits of thinking and reafoning, each 
became the furious antagonift of another, 
whole main objeCl was to confute his ingeni¬ 
ous and partial interpretations, and ta fupport 
his own. Interpretation aftumed the charac¬ 
ter of difputation ; and, inftead of critical ex¬ 
planations and luminous remarks, the facred 
commentators are fille,d with private bicker¬ 
ings and fyftematical altercations. Refine¬ 
ments on words and phrafes, twilled by the 
fubtlety of invention into every fhape out of 
the right one, employed the reft of their 
bulky labours. Things the mod obvious and 
direCl they wrefted from their meaning; and 
thofe, which are involved in real difficulty#- 
were left to remain undifturbed in their ob- 
lcurity. * The fchoolmen,* fays a great au¬ 
thor in the reign of Elizabeth, ‘ fpinne into 
* fmall threds and fubtlediftin&ions many' 

‘ times 
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i * limes the plainefle and fimpliciti^ of tb^ 

* fcriptures: their wits being Uke ftrong wa- 
« ter, which eateth through and difloivcth the 

* pureft gold—ForGod knows what a mtfl-»' 
f titude of meanings the wit of man imagine 

* eth to himfelf in the fcriptures, which. 

* neither Mofes, the Prophets, or Apoftles, 

* ever conceived 

Thus, however much may have been writ¬ 
ten, much remains uninterpreted: and, neir 
|her from the number of the commentatprs 
nor the fize of their produ&ions, can we con¬ 
clude, that the fcriptures are yet explained* 
In confequence of this partial, this frivolous, 
.and this contentious, mode of interpreting, 
moft of the bulky folios, with which the 
prefles of Europe have groaned for ages part, 
are replete with an unmeaning jargon, inter¬ 
larded with the fame unedifying deputa¬ 
tions, and. filled with the fame uninterefting 
remarks. 

That, opt of the vafl: heaps of annotations, 
of matter and mixture of every kind, raked 
together by the dull induftry of the elder and 
Jater commentators, fome things valuable 

* Ralegh’s Hiftory of the World, chap. ii. $ t. 

Ihould 
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fhoufd not be found, would be a paradox un¬ 
precedented in the courfe of human things: 
fince there are few men, in any profeflion of 
Sphere of life, who fay much upon Subjects 
which they profefs to underftand, without 
faying fome things well. There are fome 
lights which fliine out of the Unrounding 
heaps of darknefs and confufion, like dia¬ 
monds out of the immenfe rubbifh of the 
mine, worth treasuring up for the elucidation 
of this myfterious book: and the interpreters 
of future ages are indebted to the indefatigable 
induftry of a colle£tor k , whole laborious.Sy- 
nopfis has brought together every thing worth 
preserving; by which he has Saved them the 
trouble of diving into a vaft and tumultuous 
fea, in which the few pearls to be found 
would not reward their labour. 

With thefe few advantages derived from 
the voluminous lucubrations of former times, 
a ray of brighter hope has dawned upon the 
table in thefe later ages, from a more rational 
and philofophical method of ftudy, and, that 
more candid and liberal enquiry, which"do 
bpn.our to the prefent impartial and enUghteh- 
• h Poole. 


mg. 
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ing era: when men of different educations, 
countries, apd perfualions in religion* emi¬ 
nent for learning and indefatigable in induftry* 
abandoning the contentions, and delpifing the 
bigotry, of former ages, unite as Chriftians in 
one great and common caufe; when, inftead 
of labouring to confound and to perplex, they 
are anxious to aid and to affift, each others 
and v to the credit of learning and themfelves, 
go hand in hand, in the fame honourable 
walk, with Truth only for their guide and 
Charity for their companion. 

Imprefled with an awful fenfe of the au¬ 
thority of the facred volume* and of the 
importance of its immortal argument, the 
philofophical interpreter will (hake off the 
bias of prejudices however formed, of opi¬ 
nions however fan&ioned, and of pafiiona 
however conftitutional y and will bring to the 
work the advantage of a pure and impartial 
mind* Inftfead of wafting all his labour upon 
. a number of minute and left Significant par¬ 
ticulars, and of refining away plain and obvi¬ 
ous fenfe by the fubtleties of a narrow and 
porrofive mind, his firft object will be to in- 

ftitutc 
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ilitute a theological enquiry into the general 
dcfign and purport of the 'written word; and, 
fromprindples and hiftru&ions fully contained 
and fairly underflood, to illuflrate the true 
Hature and Genius of the religious difpenfation , 
in all its parts. He will mark the difference 
between the frjl and fecond Covenants, that 
of. Works and that of Grace , and obferve the 
connexion that fubfifts between them. He 
will trace the temporary oeconomy of the Old 
I Tefament , and weigh the nature and intent of 
the partial Covenant with the Jews, obferv- 
ing with aflonifhment how it was made in¬ 
troductory of better thing? to come : and he 
will follow it through the Law and the Pro* 
phets , in its wonderful evolutions, till he fee 
this vaft and preparatory machine of provi¬ 
dence crowned and completed in the eternal 
Gofpel. ' This New Tejlament , the lafl and 
bell part of the religious difpenfation, he will 
purfue 1 through the facred pages of that Gof¬ 
pel with redoubled attention; contemplating, 
with pureft love and profoundefl admiration, 
the divine foundation on which it is built, the 
fupernatural means by which it was executed, 
and the immortal end it has in view. 

Upon 
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Upon this general foundation all the parti* 
cular labours of the facred interpreter will be 
formfed, as the objeft which they arc to illufi* 
trate and difplay. Great and awfully fublime 
is the talk of the Theologift in this moft im¬ 
portant department of his profeffion—«a talk 
to the adequate performance of which many 
are the acquifitions, qualifications, and accom- 
phihrfaents, indifpenfably requifite; various and 
extenfive are the ftudies to be purfued. 

.. n.- ‘ ; ’ r 


lb The.learned Languages.] 

The Languages, in which the books of 
holy icripture were originally written and 
early tranflated, form the firftqbjedt of die 
interpretec’s..fl;udy. and_attentk>n, as being the 
proximate, matter of all theologic-truth: for 
the book, which .records the Teftitqony, of, 
Gqd, is oply to be competently underflood in 
its original and primitiveform; 

Thefe are not to be lludied in a carelels and 
fuperficial way. They are to be purfued 

radically 
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radically and grammatically, through their 
inflexions and variations, their dependencies 
and connections, their dialeCts and changes; 
and, to a competent knowledge of the gram¬ 
mar and vocabulary of each,the {Indent will 
call in the affiftance of the beft lexicons, 
commentaries, and concordances; to enable 
him to underftand their peculiar genius and 
ilrudure, their anomalies and analogies, their 
relations, and their differences from each oth^n 

The primitive Languages of the Old 
Teftament are too little known, and cannot 
he too accurately and minutely ftudied by 
theologifts. Fully convinced of the vaft im¬ 
portance of this ancient and oriental learning 
to the better knowledge and iUuftration of the 
fcripturfcs, learned men, of different univerfl* 
ties in Europe, have applied themfelves with 
great aflidoity to their grammatical and critical 
iludy. Since this part of theological learning, 
fo effential to its fuccefs, has been fo zealoufly 
undertaken and fo ably conduced, we may 
congratulate ourfelves upon the exten&ve apd 
accurate collations of the facred writings, and 
may hope to receive an improved and uniform 

tranflation 
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tranflatiorv of the whole, the fruit of tlieir, 
joint and honourable labours. 

The genius of the Greek Tongue, in. 
whicih the New Teftament was written, aud 
Ini which we have a very ancient and inva¬ 
luable tranftition of the Old, which, for 

1 fome ages before St. Jerome, was thought by 
the learned to have been aided in its Forma¬ 
tion by more than human ikill, and which 
was certainly fen&ioned by Chrift and his 

MXpoftles, * is univerfal and tranfeendent,’ and, 
^Ffom its propriety and univerfality, made 
X s * fcr*all that is* great and beautiful in every 
£; fubjeft, and under every form of writing l .* 

2 And it Cannot excite our wonder, that the 
' Hdly'Ohoft (hould employ (the mod perfect 
‘ language that ever exifted in the world, to be 
1; tHe general vehicle to convey and diffemlhate > 
^the'treasures both of the Old and Ndw'Tef- 

'iamcHtsi'and to be.the {fandfng mob^ment 
> df’ fellgbousj troth through all' future /ages. 
X^Ihe GreCk tonguO is, therefore, of infinitely 
L 'mote 1 importance to Theology thatt alF other 

^‘lan^uages. It is capable of a more precife and 
. 1 . f. xi". : .*" ed . . •' 

. . . 1 Harris, Hermes, p. 423. 

VoL. II. I adequate 
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adequate expreflion, of being more diftinStly 
and accurately underftood; and, what is more 
than all, it is univerfally applied, that is, by 
taking the Septuagint as a part of the facred 
code, whofe words and phrafes are uniformly 
applied in the New Teftament, and whofe 
authority is fan&ioned by that application, 
the Greek tongue is co-extenfive with the 
Whole of facred writ: fo that, by mutual 
reflection, one part can receive and commu¬ 
nicate light to another, which is the true 
key of all fcriptural interpretation^ 

So great and important are the advantages 1 
derived to theology from this incomparable 
tongue: and, whilft we may rejoice to fee 
our divines bending their attention more ge¬ 
nerally to the oriental languages, we have to 
lament with deeper forrow, that this lan¬ 
guage, 1 q much more generally ufeful, be¬ 
comes lefs generally underftood: I mean 
grammatically and critically, not fuperficially, 
underftpod. Fafluon may fometimes lead u$ 
right; but, unlefs carefully guarded, it Will 1 
befure to lead men wrong, in every fphere of r 
life. Since, led on by a few great and illuf- 
^rjous characters, it has purfued the oriental 
r ' - ■■■*' : * ■. languages * 
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languages with fo much avidity and applaufe*, 
the Greek tongue, which it is indifpenfably 
incumbent upon every divine to be well ac- 
quainted with, feetns to have been propor- 
tionably negle&ed. This is an evil, which, 
perhaps more than any other, difgraces the 
literary difeipline of the prefent age : , for 
"which the univerfities of England would be 
juftly refponfible, were they not in great part 
fhielded from the reproach by the ignorance 
or indolence of fchool matters, on the one 
hand, who want a Bufby to teach, or to chaf- 
tife them,; and by the indifference or obe¬ 
dience of prelates, on the other, who, fee- 1 
ing. the 6rft honours and emoluments of th« 
faered profeflion to be enjoyed without much - 
Greek, too eafily difpenfe with it in thofe 
whom they admit into the inferior; orders of 
the church m . It js, indeed, a reproach to 

the . 

■ When young men are fejit tp the univerfity without 
having been well grounded in the rudiments of this various 
gnd exfenfive language, it is feldom indeed that the induftry 
pf a cojlpge-tutor, if he will iloop from the higher depart¬ 
ments of his office to this neceflary talk, can produce the 
delired effe&: for, whilflr they have before their eyes f«ch 
fretpjfat and popular inftances of men admitted, firft into 

la the 
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the clerical learning of the age, that this, the 
moft perfect of languages, in which the book of 
light and life was either originally written-or 
early tranflated, is fo fuperficially ftudied, and 
lb imperfe&ly underftood 0 . 

-The 

the facred offices, and then into the beft benefices, of the 
church, much more ignorant and unqualified than them- 
felves, the tutor may employ his labour and exhortation to 
little purpofe. They will rely upon the intereft which will 
be made for them with the bifliop; or, if they have not 
friends on whom they san ground this hope, they can, how* 
ever, advance with confidence, encouraged by the band of 
Reverend Captains and others, who have fo fuccefcfafiy taken 
the field before them. And this indolence is confirmed by 
the cruel and mortifying refle&ion, that, whilft they behold 
thefe men' feizing the firft emoluments of the profeffion, 
they would be themfelves deftined, without friends, tojan- 
guilh away their lives, with all the Greek of Cyril, upon 
a cure of 401. a year. 

n Thefe are evils, which have too long been* ftain upon 
. the credit of the church of England, the fupport a^d glory 
Of our conftitution, and which are not entirely removed. 
But, if too many of its clergy are deficient in this funda¬ 
mental branch of theological learning, what are we to fay 
of that formal and porappus clafs of men, the Piffenting 
Mimfters, who maintain, upon all occafions, the utmoft 
folemnity of profeffion, and, on all fubjefts, the profoundeft 
affectation of learning; whilft < the fmell of Greek’ has 
fcarcely 4 pafied upon their garments—Inftead of waft¬ 
ing their time in breeding civil, mutiny and fomenting dif- 
' - * • * * * fenfioii 
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1 

The Latin tongue was fpoken by a peo¬ 
ple, who, though not fo famous in arts and 
elegance as their eaftern neighbours, were 
more renowned for arms, by which they ex¬ 
tended the Roman empire over all the civilized 
parts of Europe and Alia: and their dominions, 
fo enlarged, lying between the fcene of fcrip- 
ture-hiftpry and all the weftern provinces and 
iflands, their language, , though lefs copious 
and in every refpeft much inferior t6 the 
other, became the vehicle by which the books 
of Holy Scripture and the works of the Gre¬ 
cian fathers were fafely conveyed to us. In 
this tongue we have the Old Latin verfion 
called the Vulgate or Italic °, whofe antiquity 
and authority are fuperior to many of the 
Greek manufcripts; and the number of com¬ 
mentaries, tranflations, and differtat ions, which 
^iaVe been written in different ages fince the 
Latin fathers, in pure, nervous, and ..elegant 

fenfion in the ftate, if thefe fuperficial and oftenfiWe, but 
induftrious, men would make the Greek grammar the fub- 
jedfc of their labours, the nation might be more free from 
fadtion for fifteen years to come. ' 

• See Simon’s Hift. Critic, des veff. du Ndv. Teft. in 
Martianay Prolegom. 

x I 3 % le » 
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ftyle, are of the greateft importance to theo¬ 
logy. The main ufe, however, of this lan¬ 
guage is, that it is become the channel by 
which we arrive at the knowledge Of the 
Greek; 


II. Of the Scripture Styles. 

From the Languages, the interpreter of 
holy writ will bend his attention to the 
Styles, of Scripture; which will open a 
field of curious and important difquifition. > 

If he "have analyzed the nature, and ftudied 
the philofophy, of human language, he will 
not want to be informed, that this diftin- 
guifhing prerogative of man, which the Al¬ 
mighty hath employed in the revelation of 
his will, takes its origin from the imprejjionsy 
which fenfible and material objedts make, 
through their refpedtive organs, upon the 
mind, exprefled in words or vocal figns, their 
arbitrary but inftituted reprefentatives. He , 
will alfo know, that it is by transferring thefe : 
words or inftituted figns, thus taken frotn 
fenfible and material objeds, to thp thoughts 

and 
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and ideas of the mind, which are in apprehend 
fible by the fenfes, from a fimlitude , real or 
fuppofed, between them, that language ip 
extended to the expreffion of mental and^ab*r 
ftraft fubje&s of whatever kind. And he will 
accordingly obferve, that with thefe trans¬ 
ferred modes of fpeaking, though hy habit 
often made infeniible in their ufe, all languages 
abound. 

The fimilitude, which is the means of this 
extenfion to mental and abftra&ed Subjedt's, 
is of two diftindfc and different kinds. Some¬ 
times it is real and permanent ; in which cafe, 
thp transfer of the words from their primi¬ 
tive and material, to their Secondary, meaning, 
is called Analogy : but this fimilitude is often 
apparent only, and Jlu£luating ; in which cafe, 
the transfer is called a Metaphor. When the 
fioiilitude is real and permanent, the analo¬ 
gical term, by which it is expreffed, be¬ 
comes the true representative of the thought, 
and is the neceffary vehicle of information 
from one mind to another; the indirect, in- 
deed, but the certain, medium, by which 
truth is communicated p . But, when the 

* See Chap. iv. fed. 3. of the fir# volume. 

1 4 fimilitude 
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fixnilitude is only apparent Or fuppofed, the 
metaphorical word, or figurative expreffion, 
is not the true representative of the thought; 
or ncceflary vehicle of information; it is of 
a more arbitrary, uncertain , and poetical ha?* 
ture, employed, not properly to-convey; hut 
to explain, to illuftrate, to heighten, to adorn, 
and often to conceal, the truth. Analogy is, 
therefore, the inftrument of the underftand- 
ing: Metaphor the inftrument of the ima¬ 
gination. 

However fimple it may appear, this diftincr 
tion of language in general, as transferred 
from material impre(lions to mental opera¬ 
tions, forms the two general Styles of holy 
fcripture. 

If, to raife human language to the menfal 
abftra&ion and fublimity: of their thought?, 
men are under the neceffity of ufing thefe 
indireft and figurative modes of fpeech,' in- 
fomuch that the frequency of the habit rea¬ 
ders them infenfible of the aft; \vhenGod, 
that moft pure and exalted .mind,. totally ab- 
ftra&ed from matter and rf moved from fenfe, 
communicates himfelfand his immortal truths 
to men* whojCe words..aqd ideas are replete 
• «. . i . with 
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with fenfiMe and material images ; however 
he may accommodate himfelf to thrir thoughts* * 
to their words, and to their ways, we touft 
fee the greater neceffity of his language being 
Hill more replete with analogical and figura¬ 
tive expreffion. * 


III, Of the Analogical Style, 

Analogy is the inftrument of the Urider- 
ftanding, dnd forms' that fpecie's of Logic, 
which is peculiarly appropriated to fubje&s of 
theology, in every ftage of that fublitne and 
extenfive ftudy. It is the indifpenfable Vehi¬ 
cle, by which the divine truths of religion, 
are conveyed to the view and apprehenfion of 
the human intellect. 

In this dark and fubluflary Hate, wedded to 
fisnfe, immured in body, and involved in 
matter, of beings which are perfeftly imma¬ 
terial, and efpecially of God, that iricft pufe 
and 1 immaterial 'Spirit, men poflefs no facul¬ 
ties pf body or foul, by which they can form 
any immdmte 'Conception; Between' the vifi- 

ble 
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ble and invifible worlds an impaftable gulph is 
fixed, an impenetrable chafm, through which 
one ray of celeftial light cannot diredly dart. 
All our information of things that are divine 
muft, therefore, be conveyed through an in- 
dtreEl channel: and, as we have feen human 
language capable of being transferred, by 
this Analogy, from material impreffions to 
mental fubje&s, and of communicating the 
latter with certainty arid precifion; fo, by a 
fimilar* but higher, transfer from things 
which are human, material or mental, to 
thofe which are divine, it is converted into 
an indireft, but certain, inftruraent of this 
celeftial communication. Through the me¬ 
dium of this necejfary expedient alone, we are 
rendered capable of receiving the myfteries of 
religion, which, in condefcenfion to the ap- 
prehenfion and capacity of men, the Deity 
hath gracioufly and abundantly employed ». 

■ This 

* Vates lacri Naturam Divinam fub humanis imaginibus 
adumbrant, eo quod illud neceflario poftulct humanx mentis 
imbecillitas; eoque modo, ut quae a rebus humanis ad 
Deum transferuntur, nunquam proprie accipi poffint. 
Semper remittitur intelle&us ab umbra ad veritatem, neque 
in nuda haeret imagine* fed protinus quaerit St inreftigat id 

quod 
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This Divine Analogy, fo neceflary to reve-? 
lation, is founded, like the human* upon a 
fimilitude confifting in a permanent rejemblance 
and corrcffondent reality between the. terres¬ 
trial things and ideas, which are the direct 
objects of the human intellect, and thofe 
celeftial truths, of which it can have no direct 
conception: and it is exprefled by transferring 
the words which ftand for the terreftrial things 
and the ideas to the celeftial truths t which 
words are to be underftood in their plain and 
obvious, not figurative, fenfe. So that the 
companion is founded on fomething real as. 
well as fimilar j from which real fimilarity, as 
a principle, reafon deduces a juft and true 
correfpondence r . 

By means of this, which forms the Analo¬ 
gical Style of Scripture, the eternal rela¬ 
tions of the glorious inhabitants of heaven are 

quod in Divina natura ei imagini eft Anahgum ; grandius 
quidd^gi jfc excelfius quam quod poffit plane concipere 5 c 
apprehendere, fed quod animum metu quodam & admira-, 
tionC percelfit. £a enim eft mentis noftrae ignorantia & 
caecitaS in Oivinse naturae contemplatione, ut ejus notionem 
fimplicem & puram nullo modo poffimus attingere. Lowth. 
Prael. De S» P; Heb. xvi. 

r Sec thefiift volume, p. 5^. 
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truly and faithfully conveyed to us; thofe pf 
'Father, Son , and Holy GhoJl\ their anions 
and operations of Creator, Redeemer, Mediator, 
and Sanflifier. All the other myfteries of our 
religion are, by this analogical medium, re¬ 
vealed- to us, as far as the reveller thought 
neceffary, by their correfpondent names and 
terms, as begotten, proceeding , and innumer¬ 
able others; to inftance which, would lead 
- me into a field of ample and interefting dif- 
. quifition. 

. This language of analogy, thus real and 
permanent ip its ufe, which forms the necef¬ 
fary ftvle of holy feripture, however indiredt, 

. is clearly to be underflood. . When God is 
calledthe Father, in refpedt of Chrift the Son ; 

; what the Father is to the Son here according 
to the law of nature, that God is to Chrift by 
a fupernatural generation. The wbrd Me- 
\ diator, in its familiar ufe with men, means a 
-perfon who, by interpofing his friendly ofiiecs, 
" reconciles thofe who were at variance ;.and it 
is fubftituted by Analogy to reprefent Chrift 
interpofing, in a fimilar way, between God 
andman. Arid, though the manner of his 
6 , , preternatural 
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preternatural generation and alfo of his media*- 
torial interpofition be inconceivable by us, and 
perhaps ineffable; yet the word Sort fully ind 
clearly informs us of his relation to the Father, 
and that of Mediator , as clearly and certainly 
expreffes this comfortable truth—that, as one 
man reconciles two enemies, fo men are re¬ 
conciled to God the Father by the ineftima- 
ble mediation of the Son. 

Inftead of giving men new and fpiritual ideas 
of heavenly things, different from thofe they 
have by nature, and inftead of ufing a fpiritual 
language or mode of communication calcu¬ 
lated dire&ly to eXprefs his heavenly truths, 
(which would be to change their nature it dhee, 
and to make them different beings, contrary to 
the divine intention), this Analogy takes men 
as they are, and only transfers their words 
v and ideas from earthly to heavenly fubje&s : 

fey which divine and wonderful expedient, 
u the invifible things of God,” in the pointed 
expreflion of St. Paul, are clearly feen, beihg 
1 M uhderftood by the things that are made*.” 

; Underftanding both fides of the dOmparifon, 
. f , which are equally the objects of our Jfenfea or 
* Ron. i. ao. 

reflexion. 
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reflexion, in human analogies, we can judge 
Of the exaft degree and proportion of the fimi- 
litude: whereas, in this divine analogy, as we 
underftand only one, that is, the earthly fide, 
we cannot judge of the fimilitude at all. But 
we have an equivalent, more than fufficient 
to anfwer this defeat, in the veracity of Him, 
whofe goodnefs hath vouchfafed us the fuper* 
natural communication, and whole wifdom 
hath judged it to be fufficient. Upon this 
we depend, that the refemblance is certain, 
incapable of deceiving us, though incompre- 
henfible by us. The fame benign and gra¬ 
cious Being, who hath fupplied us withienfes 
by which we are not deceived, hath given us 
this diviner mode of information, and, fince 
it is as neceffary, and more important than 
they, it is as certain , as if we underftood bpth 
fides of the fimilitude, or as jf hq had given ' 
us direct and adequate ideas qf his celeftial 
truths by a mode Qf communication dirc&ly 
adapted to therm It prefents us with clear 
and lively repreTentations, and we inftantly 
infer their CQFrefpondent realities, relying, as 
we do, upon his truth and wifdorn> and rav¬ 
ing them, as we \yell m a y> into a foundation 
qf our prefent faith and future hope. 

Compared 
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Compared with that more dired and per- 
fbnal intuition of the Gpdhead, which wo, 
may be admitted to enjoy ip future and more 
perfed ftages of our existence, “ when this 
“ mortal (hall have put on immortality,” this 
analogical view of things may be, as St. Paul 
expreffes it, through the medium “ of a glafs 
“ darkly and aenigmatically.” But, though 
we lee nothing in a. glafs of the real fubftance 
of a man, we have an exad view of his image* 
whieh implies the exigence of a correfpondent 
body: fo, in this analogical mirror of divine 
truth, >ve fufficiently behold the fair image 
of the Lord, and thofe ftupendous realities of 
the invifible world with which we are con¬ 
cerned, without having the whole of the 
“ great myftery of godlinefs” unveiled at 
once, till we bp changed and prepared for its 
enjoyment. 


py this method of divine revelation, lo necef- 
fary , fo real, lo clear, and certain , the Almighty 
bowed the heavens and came down, in won¬ 
derful condelcenfion, to the blindnefs and im- ” 
perfedion of humm rpafon; fpeaking to us of 

himfelf. 
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himf<?lf» in our own ideas and words, with 
the utmofl familiarity, “ as a man fpeaketh 
“ with his friend 1 and enabling us to 
think and to fpeak of him, as far as we are 
concerned, with all reverence and adoration, 
but, with as much eafe and certainty, as of 
each other, * In the explication, of his myf- 
‘ teries,’ fays our divine philofopher, * God, 

* vouchfafeth to deicend to the weaknefs Of 

* our capacity, fo exprefling and unfolding 

* them to us, as they may be heft corapre^ 

‘ heuded by us, inoculating, as it Were, his 

* revelations upon the conceptions and notions 1 

* of our reafon ; and fo applying his infpirar' 

* tions to open our underftanding, as tht/ 

* figure of a key is fitted to the wards'of a- 

* lock. We ought not, however, on this! 

* account, to be wanting to ourfelves ; for/ 
‘ feeing God makes ufe of the faculty' ancr 
‘-fun&ions of reafon in his divine illumina- 1 
‘ tions, we ought every way to improve’the 

* fame, in order that we may be morfcTca-j 
‘ pable to receive and entertain fuch ’ 


myfteries u .* 

’ i t 1 

* Exodus xxxiii. II. 

• Baconus Dc Augm. Sc. lib. ix. cap. 

Viewing 


rid 

u 
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, Viewing it is the wonderful expedient, td 
which we owe that enlargement and exten¬ 
sion of the human mind; without which the 
ftupendous truths of revelation would for ever 
remain at a diftance from our fublimeft app're- 
benfion, and as inconceivable by us* as if they 
bad no exigence; and without which the 
Peify himfelf would be very erroneoufly and 
obfcurely known, the interpreter of the bible 
will pay particular attention to the Analogic 
Style, fie will acknowledge s juft idea of 
it to be of the laft importance in formings 
right conception of the Chriftian myfteries, 

. or however in preventing a w rong conception. 
|is will allow its importance in prefcribing 
juft limits to the human underftanding, and 
in determining the proper office of reafon 
in the interpretation of the holy fcripturcs. 
He will look up with folemn admiration to 
t^iat divine method of communication, by 
which the Almighty bowed his divinity to the 
earth, to raife the human mind to heaven; 
by which he introduced us to an acquaintance 
with thole objects, of which we are incapa¬ 
ble of an immediate view, till, this earthly 
. tabernacle being diftolved, we lhall be ad- 
Vol. II. K mitted 
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mitted “ behirld the veil,” to- “ behold them 
“ face to face.” When that great chahge, 
which we are taught by this analogical inter- 
courfe to expeft, Ihall come, we (hall be 
advanced to higher capacities of knowledge 
and enjoyment, to the more immediate vifion 
and fruition of the Deity; though, in. our 
neareft approaches towards him, we (hall re¬ 
main unequal to the immenfurable power and 
wifdora of the glory of God v . “ When we 
“ all, as with open face beholding as in a glafs 
“ the glory of the Lord, are changed into 

“the 

v * Even the higheft order of angels, cherubim or fera- 

* phim, muft probably have a method of forming concept 

* tions of God and his perfections, which do not come up 

* to direCt and immediate perceptions; fuch as theybave 

* of one another and of all heavenly obje&s, ahd fuch as 

* im now have of things human and material. Their 

* manner of conceiving the divine perfections, and of tom- 

* muning about them with one another, may probably be 
' * through the lively tranfcript of them in their own nariire 
[ * from their great archetype and creator: So that they 

* think' and difcourfe about them with one another, If I 

* may fo fpeak, as we do j but from inconceivably more 

* elevated and exa£l reprefentations of them which thly find 

* in themfelves: which is but a kind of Anakg/SA 11, though 
‘ fuch as hath a much nearer foundation or proportion of 

* fimilitude than ours. And though it i$ a ftrain of dlvine 

‘ knowledge 
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ie the fame image, from.glory to glory, as 
“ by the Spirit of the Lord w .” 


IV. Of the Parabolical Style. 

Metaphor is the inftrument of the Ima¬ 
gination, that inventive faculty to which we 
have afligried the province of Poetry *. 

, In the analyfis of Poetic art, that fpecics, 
of which Words ate the materials, though lefs 
exaft and perfect in its imitations than the 
other arts, was found to exceed them greatly 
in extent and operation y . But, however 
effe£tive and fuperior poetical words may be, 
... being incapable of all imitation which is di- 
reft and proper 1 , the Jlmilitude vyfi^h they 

' 1 ' r * ~ v i . 

ItoowMge in them vaftly tranfceriding the farthest reach 
4 ; of all our capacities, and may for ever fucceffivcly receive 
mf a gradual increafe and improvement; yet probably it will 
- . * never come up to a dir eft and immediate intuition of the 
l divine Nature as it is in itfelfS 

Butler’s Div. Analogy, p. 40. 

* % Cor. iii. j 8 . 

.\ s * See p, 268 of the firfl: volume. 

1 . v See chap, xii, fed. 2. of ibid* ' 

. : i * Seep. 282j 283, of, ibid*^ 

1 * K 2 exprefs, 
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exprefs, and in which conftfts their poetic 
virtue, is, in every view, very different from 
that which is analogical; as it is applicable 
to a very different ufe. It is only the fiRitious 
refemblance, and arbitrary invention, of the 
poet, for the production of different effefts. 

From the difference of thefe effefts,'which 
are the ends of Poetry, it is divided into four 
general kinds, and according to the differ¬ 
ent means employed—Defcriptive, Narrative, 
Dramatical, and Parabolical. Of thefe kinds 
the laft, though the leaft direft and proper in 1 
its imitations % has been fupereminently di£- 
tinguilhed by being more particularly confed¬ 
erated to the fervice of religion. * Parabolical 1 

* poetry,’ according to an obfervation of Lord 
Bacon, ‘ excels among the reft,, and appears * 

* to be a facred and venerable thing; as reli- 

* gion herfelf makes .ufe of its afliftance, by 

* which Ihe maintains an intercourfe between! 

* divine and human things V 

As words were at firft employed to convey 
a meaning in the immediate aft of'{peaking; 

* See p. 285 of the firft volume. 
k De Augm. Sc, lib. ii. cap. xiii. 

fo. 
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lb, ter convey it at a- diftance or to record it, 
pictures were employed in the a£t of writing. 
Again, as-words, in order to convey mental 
operations and abflradfc ideas, were converted 
into metaphors ; thefe figures, for correfpond- 
ent purpofes, were converted into fymbols, 
or {landing figns, expreffive of mental emo¬ 
tions or poetical ideas, firft, by marking down 
their natural {hape, as the figure of a horn 
forftrength, and then, by ufing the word an- 
. Iwering to the fymbol, either in (peaking or 
in writing, to ftand for the general idea. 
Thus, by the addition of fymbolical to me¬ 
taphorical expreflion, in all their variety, 
figurative language was increafed to a vaft 
extent c . Such is the origin and nature of thp 
Parabolical Style, which, by the various 
inventive addrefs of the imagination in tracing 
poetical {imilitudes of different kinds, and 
applying them to different purpofes, was di- 
verfified and extended into all the forms of 
parable, allufion, allegory, comparifon or 

* De genere figurato jam di&urus, video mihi pcene infi.- 
nitam rerum materiam, & immenfum quendam campum 
patere. Lowth Heb. Prael. v. 

K 3 limilitude, 
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fimilitude, apologue, imagery, fy mbol, per- 
fonification, >and reprefentative a&ion *. 

This ftyle, which originated in neceffity, 
w'as at length converted to ufe and ornament. 
Under its dark and aenigmaticai veil, the 
knowledge of earlieft ages was propagated, 
and its wifdom concealed. The prieft incul¬ 
cated his doctrines through the medium of 
myfterious rites; under the cover of allegory 
the philofopher couched his fcience; the legis¬ 
lator and the moralift conveyed their mftruc- 
tions by proverbs and parables; and, by a 
well-invented and confiftent fi&ion, in which 
every fpecies of poetical expreflion and ima¬ 
gery was interwoven, the poet delighted and. 
informed mankind. 

* Per Di^tionem Figuratam earn inteUIgo, qua una plu- 
refque Vocps vel Imagines in aliarum locum transferuntur, 
ant ctiam aliis illuftrandis infcrviunt, ex aliqua quam cum 
iis habent Similitudine. Ea fimilitudo, A innuitur tantum, 
fit Mitaphora, fi oratione continuata, Dicitur Allegorta: A 
aperte exprimitur, collatis inter ie utrifque imaginibus, fit 
Cmparatio: fundatur etiam in ejufmodt Similitudine Pro- 
jopopceiuy cum vel rebus fi&is aut fenfu carentibus ,datut 
^a&us & Ptrfona , vel cum verse Perfonae probabilis Oratio 
tribuitur. Lowth Heb. Prael. v. 

Agreeably 
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i AgreeaUy to thi? method of in (Indian, 
which prevailed in the eaftern nations and in 
anpient times ? the difpenfation of rpligipn was 
cqndu&ed. So various is the texture and 
jcompolition of the poetic ftyle employed by 
the facred writers in almoft every part of the 
holy fcriptures, excepting in that which is 
hiftoripal, to anfwer important ends of the 
infpiref. Thefe ends may be divided into 
two general kinds: the one common to them 
with all other poets, to illujlrate, to adortL, 
and to exalt) the fubjeil e : the other proper 
and peculiar.to themfelyes, to couch and to 
conceal their meaning, in a way as lingular as 
. eflential to the religions difpenfation, of which 
it was the inftrument. Thefe different ends 
are frequently mixed and involved in the 
lame fcriptural paflage or expreffion: they 
Ihould, however, be diftinguifhed as far as 
poflible by all critics and interpreters of holy 
writ ; and the latter Ihould be holden in con- 
ftant and awful recplle&ion. 

* Etenim Di£Uonis Figuratae, id confilium, ea vis, ut 
Itnaginibus aliunde tranflatis res vel evidentius ac clarius, 
vel graniius atque elatius exprimantur. Lowth Heb. 
Pnel. v. 

K 4 We 
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: We'have an excellent critique on the SacreJ 


Poetry-of the Hebrews , frotn the pen of a late 
vasty learned and ingenious prelate, which 


was delivered in a lecture from a profeflorial 
chair in this univerfity. The work is'bold 
and magnanimous in the defign, tempered 
withal with that circumfpedtive caution fug- 
gefted by fo awful and fublime a fubjedt: 
and, in the execution, it is difficult to deter¬ 
mine, whether a refinement of critical judg¬ 
ment, or an elegance of claffical language, 
predominates the moft. The objedt of the 
elegant author of this admirable performance 
was not.to eftablifh the principles of fcriptural 
interpretation for the ufe of the theologift;' 
but only to recommend, with the moft pious ■ 
and benevolent intention, the beautiful poems 
of the. Hebrews to the poetical tafteand claf- ’ 
fical genius of his academical auditors; in 
order to invite them to the ftudy of the holy 
fcriptufcsA Whilft we fee the firft of the 
above-mentioned ends of the Poetic Style dif- 


r Ut meminerim me, non Theologiae ftudipfis divina* . 
veritatis oracula exponere, fed juventuti in politiori doc- ; 
trina & literarutn elegantiis exercitatx commendare le&if- 
fima poemata. Pr»l. ii. 

played, 
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playe4, in this celebrated work, with aU’tfhe 
acumen of criticifm and minutenefs' of dif-, 
crimination; we find the fecond, which is the 
more particular and important, almbft en** 
tirely overlooked. In confequence of which 
inattention to this appropriate end of fcriptiire 
ftyle, we have to lament, v that, with the 
pureft and moft liberal intention, this learned 
author inadvertently led himfelf and others 
into a method, of criticifm injurious to the 
right interpretation of the holy icriptures. 
By this method of criticifm, the facred volume 
has, in all refpe&s, been brought too much 
upon a level with human cbmpofitions, and 
its .ftru&ure, as well as meaning, is too much 
judged of and decided by their ftandard. 

In this -opinion, I think', I am fupported 
both by the defign and execution of the wbrk; 

It is distributed into three parts. The firft 
treats of the Metre of the Hebrew Poetry; 
and to, the remark, however juft, that whe¬ 
ther founded in truth or not it is ingenious 
and plaufible at leaft, I have only to rejoin, 
that, by bringirigto the poetry of the Hebrews 
his ideas of Metre from the Grecian, Roman, 
and other poetry of more modem date, which 

may 
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iyiay uniformly be in meafured v'erfd, he tdo 
haftily concluded, that the poetry , and his 
own vague idea of the metre , of the ancient 
fcriptures were co-extenfive. By this deci- 
fiqn, be excludes all thofe parts, which are 
not thus metrical, out of the poetic province; 
abridging thereby the Parabolical , winch is, 
indeed, the Prophetic ftyle *. In confequence 
of this confined idea of the Hebrew Poetry, 
be excludes the whole book of JDaniel from 
being poetical and parabolical, and of courfe, 
from being prophetical 5 for, without its 
proper vehicle, prophecy cannot exift. 

The fecond part is on the Style of the Her 
brew Poetry, in yvhich, after a differtation on 
what he calls the Sententious kind, he prot 
ceeds to the Figurative, which properly 
forms the parabolical. Style. He gives a 
formal fpecification of the different ends it 
has in view, to explain and to illujlrate , to 
aggrandize and exalt, the fubjeit; in which, 
it is remarkable that he has totally omitted 
the peculiar apd appropriate end of the figu-r 
rative ftyle, to conceal the meaning h - hi 

* See the preliminary Differtation to his Ifaiah. 

* See the fifth Prele&ton. 

: c this 
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this part he has given a difplay of the figures 
of rhetorical ,di$ion, of the Metaphor in all 
its variety of poetic imagery; of the Allegory 
and Parable ; and, in the eleventh le&ure, 
he treats of the My file Allegory with great 
ability; in which, he certainly attends a little 
to the fecond or fpecific end of the Parabolical 
Style, as adapted to the purpofe of prophe¬ 
tical concealment: but this attention is only 
partial and incidental, and confined to one 
fingle figure. He then proceeds to the dif¬ 
ferent kinds of Comparifon , Profopopceia , or 
Perfonificatum ; and employs four le&ufOS on 
the fublimity of Difiion, Conceptions^ and 
Affections. 

In, the laft part, he gives a minute apd cri¬ 
tical analyfis of the various fpecies of Hebrew 
or Prophetic Poetry, as they aflimilate and 
accord with the various kinds of claflical 
compolition; the Elegy, the DidaCiic poem, 
the Ode, the Hymn, the Dramatic Poem ; exr 
eluding out of the poetical calendaj* the whole 
books of. Daniel and Jonah 
The whole of this celebrated performance is, 
therefore, a critique of facred Poetry by the 
1 Prael. *x. 

ftandard 
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Itandard of profane; it is to judge of divine, 
by human, compofitions. And, fo far as this 
kind of criticifm may be fairly and juftly em¬ 
ployed, upon a book of moft folemn and fupe- 
rior import, which is profefledly concealed 
in its expreflions and myfterious in many 
parts, with a view of difplaying thofe poetical 
ends which may be common to it and other 
poetical fictions, this work is entitled to the 
praife which has been bellowed upon it. But 
where can we exactly draw the line ? It de¬ 
fences to be well and maturely weighed, how 
far a facred critic may go in difplaying thefe 
claflical ends, and in judging of the poetical 
means employed, without intruding on the 
rights, and infringing the privileges, of that 
other end which is properly divine, and pecu¬ 
liarly adapted to the purpofe of holy fcrip- 
ture. The very pious and ingenious author 
of the Prelections feems, indeed, to be pc- 
cafionatly arrefted in the midft of his critical 
cafeer, by this awful reflection; as if he were 
fenflble that he might be fometimes treading 
with a profane ftep on holy ground. 

Without paying fufficient attention, as a 
theologift, to that vaft iyftem, of prophecy 

interwoven, 
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interwoven, by means of the Parabolical Style, 
in all its variety and extent, through the whole 
of the Hebrew Scriptures, he indulged the 
critic with great freedom, and indeed, abi¬ 
lity: and, it need not offend the numerous 
admirers of this able author, of which num¬ 
ber I profefs myfelf to be one, if I fay that 
this celebrated work betrays more of the claf- 
lic than of the divine. After the example ' 
of a Loilginus, and with the acumen of an 
Ariftotle, his objeCl was to difplay the various 
and diftinCtive characters of the facred poets 
in the Sententious, the Figurative, - and the 
Sublime, to illuftrate their fpecific qualities, 
and to trace the peculiar effeCts which they 
are calculated to produce on the imagination 
and affeCtions. With fuch an intention, the 
Profeflor of Poetry chofe a field of crjticifrq 
for the fubjeCl of his leCtures, as fruitful as it 
was novel; in which his claflical genius ex¬ 
patiated with equal tafte and judgment. But 
he overlooked the great end which the in- 
fpirer of this poetry had principally in view, 
and which puts a reftraint on our judgment 
in deciding upon thefe other; and he has con¬ 
fined the Parabolical Style within limits which 

are 
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are hypothetical and too much contracted: 
to r, independently upon the metre and other 
fanciful qualifications, all feripture language, 
that is indirect , whether fpeaking by parables, 
vifions, dreams, or reprefentative aCtions, is Pai- 
rabolical, and capable of concealing a prophetic 
meaning. He acknowledges the intimate con¬ 
nection between Prophecy and Poetry in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, and confiders them as the 
joint dictate of the Holy Spirit k ; and it 'is 
difficult to conjecture why he has dwelt fo 
partially and incidentally on this prophetic 
end of Poetry: unlefs it be, that by allow¬ 
ing its full weight in the writings of infpira- 
tion, he would have blunted the edge of" that 
inventive conjecture and critical refinement, 
in which his genius fo much delighted, and 
in which he has fo liberally indulged. 

Confidering the holy feriptutes as different 
from all other books, both in their origin 

k Ex quibus omnibus fatis liquet, veterum Hebraeorum 
fententla cum Poetica Prophetiam arfla quadam focietate 
& cognatione conjunct am fuiiTe. Utriufqut facultatis idem 
erat nomen; eadem quippe origo, idem au£tor, Spiritus 
San&us, &c. Prsel. xviii. 

and 
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and intention, the theotogift will checdt the 
career of his claffical and fentimental criticifm, 
however elegant and ingenious it may be, td 
bend his intention to the myfterious and ap¬ 
propriate end of the Parabolic ftyle. He will 
awfully bear in mind, that a vaft and various 
chain of Prophecy was employed by the om- 
nifcient dictator of religion as its concomitant 
and {landing evidence : for the conveyance of 
which from age to age, to the moft diftant 
periods of futurity, he will obferve an amaz¬ 
ing texture of the moft aftonilhing conceal¬ 
ment interwoven in every part of the religious 
difpenfation, from its earlieft annunciation 
down to its final clofe, when the Spirit of 
Prophecy withdrew from men his {pedal 
communications. This texture he will dif- 
cover to be wrought , together with the moft 
intricate and confummate art, calculated to 
anfwer the private, but important, ends of 
the Infpirer. He will fee, that the Poetic oy 
Parabolic diction, in its full latitude and ex¬ 
tent, was the divine inftrument, under which 
the Holy Spirit couched his prophetic inten- 
' tions: and he will allow, that this was the 
main, and indeed, the adequate purpofe, for 

which 
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which it is fo much more abundantly em¬ 
ployed in the holy fcriptures, than in any other 
book. He will think, that fanciful and fen- 
timental criticifm, even if it could be, em¬ 
ployed with the utmod fafety and without 
the lead prefumption, is a very trifling and 
inferior office, when compared with that of 
the facred interpreter engaged in a learned 
invedigation of the artful dru&ure of this 
ftyle, which, however various, is uniform 
and confident, by comparing one part with 
another, in order to develop the fecret inten¬ 
tion of the Spirit of Prophecy as it comes to 
be evolved in the prophetical event. 

He will acknowledge two different caufes 
of this Parabolical concealment, the one fpe- 
cial, and the other general. The prophecies 
of the Old Tedament were delivered under a 
temporary and inferior difpenfation prepara¬ 
tory to the edablifhment of one which was 
to be perpetual and more perfect. They were, 
therefore, concealed, that the temporary oeco- 
nomy might not be difgraced in the ideas of 
thofe who were to live and to ferve God under 
it, by holding up too clear a view of the 
brighter glory of that which was to follow. 

“ For, 
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“ For that miniftration which Was made” 
“ glorious, had no glory in this refpeft, byt 
“ reafon of that other glory which excel-' 
“ leth*.” For the exprefs purpofe of hiding 
from their view the abolition of the Law, 
and of preventing them from being loft to its 
obfervance in the too earneft anticipation of 
the Gofpel, ‘ Mofes put a veil over his face, 

*that they could not ftedfaftly look to the 
‘.end of that which was to be abolilhed •f'.’ 
And, to this fpecial caufe of concealment, he 
will add another which is general: for, the 
•completion of prophecy being left in the iti- 
ftrumentality of free-agents, ’■ if the predic¬ 
tions Were not thus concealed, fuch a reftraint 
would be put upon the human will in their 
fulfilment, as to deftroy the nature of man ; 
or human -ebftinacy would be tempted to coun¬ 
teract the intent of providence, and thereby 
deftroy' the purpofe of God. But, under the 
cover of-thi£ parabolical veil, the Almighty is 
tumittg/the actions, the errors, and the vices, 
of meniinto the fecret inftruments of his de¬ 
li gn.: ;<3la that greateft of prophetic events, 
the crttcifixion of his fon, the ancient pro¬ 
phets: are fo full and clear, that it -is. difficult 
. * 2 Cor. iii, 10. f, 2 Cor. iii. 13. 

Vol. JI. L to 
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to conceive how the perfons, by whom it was 
executed, could be ignorant of what they did. 
Yet that they were ignorant, we know from 
his own authority, “ Father forgive them; 
“ they know not what they do 1 :” and St. 
Peter told them afterward, “ That through 
“ ignorance ye did it, as did alfo your rulers; 

but the things that God had before (hewed 
“ by the mouth of his prophets, that Chrift 
“ (hould fuffer, he hath fo fulfilled m .” 

And the fame Parabolical didtion was em¬ 
ployed by Chrift and his Apoftles, in their 
prophetic character, for the purpofe of couch¬ 
ing under its veil his myftical doctrines, ex¬ 
alted precepts, and prophetical anticipations. 

The Parabolical Style of holy Scripture, in 
the different forms which it affumes, is that 
important and extenfive fubjedt, which folicits 
the virtuous ftudy of the theologift, and 
which, independently of the important end 
of his profeffion, promifes to reward his la¬ 
bour by gratifying a fublime and laudable cu- 
riofity. In every ftage of the inveftigation, 
he will be filled with folemn admiration, as 
he traces the confummate art, and contem¬ 
plates the wonderful addrefs, of the Infpirer, 
1 Luke xxiii. 34. * A&s iii. 17, 18. 
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in couching the prophetic meaning under fuch 
general defcriptions, different fenfes, fymbols, 
allegories, images, repreferitations, dreams, 
and vifions, as were as myfterious as poffible 
till the anticipated event arrived, and as obvi¬ 
ous as poffible, when that took place. 

Poetry confifts of generals “; by the ufe of * 
which, prophetical enunciations exhibit only 
the outlines of things, as of pictures Iketched 
out, but with fuch an exquifite pencil, that 
nothing but the events themfelves are able to 
fill up and to adjuft the particular features, or 
to give a finifhing hand to the celeftial por¬ 
traits. The general outline is, indeed, clearly 
and diftin&ly marked by the prophet; but, 
'to give it all its perfbnal and diftinftive traits, 
is left to the unerring hand of time. What¬ 
ever is predicted in fuch general terms, how¬ 
ever clearly exprefled, muft remain an impe¬ 
netrable fecret, till the prophetical event ar¬ 
rive with its adjun&s, circumftances, and exa& 
occurrences, to difclofe it °. “ And the Lord 

“ anfwered 

8 See page 279, 280 of the firft volume. 

• Quod fi Prophetiae ipfius indoles in extremis tantum 
rerum lineamentis effingendis & in generalibus aiFe&ionibus 
deferibendis amplificandifque, praecipue verfeturj exinde 

La fatis 
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“ anfwered and faid, Write the vifion and 
“ make it plain upon tables, that he may run 
“ that readeth it. For the vifion is yet for 
** an appointed time, and at the end it (hall 
« fpeak and not lye: though it tarry, wait 
“ thou for it; becaufe it will furely .come, it 
“ will not tarry p .” 

The double fenfe of prophecy implying the 
accomplifhment of the prediction in moie 
events than one, in the fame fyftem of reli¬ 
gious difpenfation, \but in different periods 
and parts of it, is, doubtlefs, of great and 
general application. “ The teftimony of 
“ Jefus was the fpirit of prophecy’;” the 
end and objeCt of the prophetic difpenfation. 
A temporary oeconomy was introduced pre¬ 
paratory to the introduction of his gofpel, 
affording a convenient vehicle of the prophetic 
enunciations, by which they were at once 
fafely conveyed and effectually concealed. 

fatis intelligi pqteft, primo, quanto cum fuo emolumento 
Poefi adjutrice & adminiftra utatur, quamque ad omnes 
fuas rationes accomodatam habeat duftionem Parabolicam, 
cujus ea natura eft, ut magnam praebeat copiam & varie- 
tatem communium imaginum quibus aliqua materies late 
ampleque in univerfum exornari poflit. Lowth, Prael. xx, 
f Habakkuk ii. 2, 3. * Rev. xix. 10. 

One 
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One fenfe was made to look at the imme¬ 
diate objects and concerns of that temporal, 
though theocratic, polity; whilft the Other 
was preluding to Chrift, to the nature, offices, 
and eftabliffiment, of his fpiritual kingdom. 
The fame expreffions, which, in their firft 
and more literal fignification, intended the 
fate and fortunes of the Jewifti ftate, adum¬ 
brated, in their fecond and figurative fenfe, 
the charadter and the fuccefles of the Chrif- 
tian church. Future and more illuftrious 
events were fignified in preceding and lefs 
important tranfadtions. Under the civil pre- 
didtions the fpiritual were couched: which 
different objedts were accomplished by the 
help of a figurative and poetic language, ca¬ 
pable of enlarging or contradting itl'elf as cir- 
cumftances, in either cafe, required. 

This method of prophetical concealment 
the elegant author of the Preledtions has 
treated with great perfpicuity of language, 
and exadhiefs of difcrimination ; though, per¬ 
haps, on too confined a fcale. With a judi¬ 
cious caution and ingenuous referve, he ac¬ 
knowledges the great difficulty and danger of 
judging and criticizing upon a fubjedt fo prq- 
L 3 feffedly 
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fefledly involved in myftery r . But the Myftic 
Allegory is by no means the only fpecies of 
Parabolical didtion employed by the Spirit of 
Prophecy to conceal its predidfcive enuncia¬ 
tions. Various images and vifions were indi- 
redtly ufed; and, often, where the pre- 
didtions are not couched under thefe, but 
delivered as in a plain narration of fadts, as in 
the prophecy of Jonah, or in oratorical ftyle, 
like many predidtions of Ezekiel, or in a mix¬ 
ture of both, like the whole of Daniel, the 
language is fome way or other indited, and 
of cour poetical, in its extended fignlfication: 
or elfe, where the expreffion is dire fl*, the 
fame obfcurity is effedted, by givirig it a coni 
cealed and aenigmatic caft. 

So various and complicated is the art em¬ 
ployed by the Spirit of Prophecy in the holy 
fcriptures, to conceal, from the moft diftant 
apprehenfions of the human mind, the mean- 

f Verum Allegorise Myfticae leges ullas haec in pare con- 
ftituere & perquam difficile, Sc fortaffe etiam temerarium, 
See. Prael. xi. 

Verum de hoc genere non eft fas fperare, quin in non- 
nullis magna fubfit obfeuritas, quae non folutn ipfam rei 
naturam confequitur, fed fuam habet utilitatem, &c. Ibid. 

* See Ezekiel xii. 13, and Jeremiah xxxiv. 3. 

ing 
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ing of its predictions, till they come to be un¬ 
riddled by the events; which ftiould put a 
juft reftraint on criticifm in judging and decid¬ 
ing upon the words of this myfterious book. 

In one part of his work, the author of the 
Prelections acknowledges the free and Jingular 
genius.of facred poetry, which is pofleffed of 
a boldnefs and eccentricity repugnant of all 
rule 1 : and he has afligned, in another, the 
important reafon, becaufe it refulted from the 
impulfe of the Spirit that infpired u . If, to 
thefe juft obfervations, he had added the au¬ 
thority of St. Peter, that “ Prophecy never 
“ came by the will of man; but holy men 
“ of old fpake as they were moved by the 
“ Spirit of God v thefe arguments might 
have induced him to attribute more to the 
divine agency in moulding the language of the 

1 Per omnia in verbis fenfjbufque fua quaedam vis atque 
audacia, nullis mancipata legibus, liberum Hebraeae Poefeos 
genium unice fpirans. "Prael. x. 

* Quod ad rerum ordinem ac difpofitionem attinet, for- 
mamque legitimam, quae in hac fpecie integrum Poema 
conficiat; nihil fane ftatui poteft quod in univerfum videatur 
obtinere. Soluta plerumque, ut poteft, & libera, fuo im- 
petu fertur, nullas fervans leges, fed material rationem 
fequens, & Divini Spiritus impulfum. Prael. xx. 

r 2 Pet i. 21. 

L 4 prophets 
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prophets to its celeftial purpofe. This might 
have fmothered, in the birth, that {pint of 
criticifm, of which he was the father; and 
which, in the hands of others more adven¬ 
turous, and lefs judicious, than himfelf, hath 
difhonoured, I had almoft faid, difgraced, the 
volume of infpiratiqn w . 

Inftead 

w This very learned and ingenious prelate, to whom the 
holy fcriptures are much indebted for delivering them from 
the rabbinical prejudices by which they had been for ages 
entangled and obfeured, who with a great (hare of biblical 
learning united a correct and claflical tafte, endeavoured 
in his Prele&ions to open the facred volume to the more 
general ftudy of our academical youth, by giving them a 
tafte of their fuperior beauties, in a critique fimilar to thofe 
which had been fo fuccefsfully written on the heathen poets. 
c Enimvero quid eft cur Homeri, Pindari, Horatii feriptis 
c celebrandis immoramur, Mofem interea, Davidem, Ifaiam, 
4 filentio praeterimus ? An id tandem ftatuendum eft, eo- 
4 rum quidem hominum feripta, qui tantum modo effece* 
4 runt, quantum ingenio & facuitate confequi potuerunt, 
4 ratione & via tra&are oportere, & ad artis praeferiptum 
4 & normam exigi: quae vero altiorem habent originem, & 
4 Divini Spiritus afflatui^vere tr buuntur, eorum vim etiam 
4 & venuctatem fuo lumine quodammodo elucere; fed nec 
4 do&rinae inftitutis conftare nec Artis finibus circumfcribi 
4 poflef Qjamvis igitur ad occultos hujufee veluti Nili 
4 cceleftis fortes haud fas eft penetrare, licebit tamen fan&i 
4 fluminis curfum & fle&iones fequi, aquarum au&us & 

4 recelihs 
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Inflead of indulging his genius in a vain 
and vifionary .criticifm, founded on claffical 

and 

c receffus notare, ac rivos etiam quofdam tapquam ii\ 
4 fubjacentes campos deducere.* [Prael- ii.] The deftgn 
is plaufible, and that plaufibility considerably increased by 
the flowers of di&ion. But the only plan upon which it 
can be executed, is upon the Suppofiuon that though the 
Spirit of Prophecy fupplied the matter, the manner and the 
language were left to the natural genius of the infpired. 
c Alteram impetum mentis vocat Longinus % ©•££< 7 as 
c &fys7rr)(3o\ov > alterum to (r(poJtgov x&t IvQvo’kmtImqv. 

* •srfitOof, appellat. Utrumque ita in hoc argumento ufur- 
c pamus, atque ita Sacris Valibus attribimus, ut nihil de- 
4 rogemus Divini Spiritus afflatui: etfi fuam interea pro - 
4 pria cujufque fc'iftoris natura atque ingenio concedamus. 
4 Neque enim inftinftu divino ita comitatur Vatis animus ? 
4 ut protinus obruatur Hominis indoles: attolluntur & eri- 
4 guntur, non extinguuntur aut occultantur naturalis ur- 
4 genii/acultates ; & quanquam Mofis, Davidis, and Ifaiae 
4 feripta femper fpirent quiddam tarn excelfum .taijique 
4 ccelefte, ut plane videantur divinitus edita, nihilo tamen 
4 minus in its Mofenri, Davidem, & Ifaiam femper agnof- 
4 camus.” [Prael. . But, even if we admit the fuppo~ 

fition in part, the important queftion occurs, How far 
is it to go? What human critic fhall determine that the 
Holy Spirit had no influence at all upon the manner or the 
language of the prophet, in which his annunciations were 
delivered ? Or what human critic lhall fay precifely bow 
far his affl .tus was concerned ? Whit human critic (hall 
draw the line between the Infpirer and the Man? The 

different 
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and fentimefttal tafte, the fober theologift will 
find himfelf more ufeful employment in deve¬ 
loping 

diffetettt arid chara&erifttc ftyles of Mofcs, David, and 
I&iah^ tviH go 1 very little way, if any at all, to this im¬ 
portant decifion: for, when the Spirit employs human in- 
ftruments, he takes them as they are, and by the aft of 
employing them he makes them his own; fo that, whether 
Amos fpoke as a (hepherd, or David as a king, they uttered 
the words of God. 

Thefe difficulties befet this ingenious critic, and all his 
itoanagement and addrefs felt themfdves unable to furmount 
them: and, at a time that biblical learning was making fo 
laudable a progrefs under his aufpice, it is great pity, that 
he let loofe this critical refinement upon the facred fcrip- 
tures. Though that difcreet and cautious judgment, by 
which he was diftinguifhed, kept his pen within moderate 
bounds, the high reputation which the novelty and plaufi- 
bility of the undertaking conferred upon the work, the dif- 
tinguifhed eminence of the perfon, and the fafcinating ele¬ 
gance of his language, produced their effeft on the minds 
of others in ftimulating them to an imitation of his method, 
in order to participate his fame $ who, poffeffing lefs of his 
ingenuity and high claffical tafte, in which the chief value 
of the work confifts, could only diftinguifti themfelves by 
an outrage of its faults. Mounted upon this critical Pega- 
fus, an eminent profeffor in an univerfity renowned of late 
for biblical learning, goes on, * And if the poet Ezekiel has 
c here and there overloaded his fubjeft with ornaments, we 
€ fhall be unable to refufe our admiration to his genius not- 
c withftanding thefe defefts .—*It almoft feems that the Poet 

c himfelf 
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loping the various methods of concealment 
furnilhed by the Parabolical Style, from prin¬ 
ciples 

* himfelf felt the hurtful confequtnctt of his ample reprelen- 
4 tations; under this he endeavoured to f revent them by firft 
4 giving a general (ketch, and then every thing more deter** 
c miiiate and in detail. But I doubt whether be has thus 
4 prevented them . This method is rather productive of an- 
4 other hurtful confequence ; that he occaiionally feenas to 
4 correct himfelf but really does not; that he occaiionally 
c feems to retraft fomething, which, when accurately con-* 
4 fidered, is not the fa£l. The Author of the Revelation, 
4 whofe poetry is in the fame ilyle with that of Ezekiel* 
( and full of imagination, for the moil part has avoided the 
c rocks on which his predeceffbr Jlranded ; and for the moft 
4 part has happily cut off the wild Jboots of a heated imdgU 
4 nation . He alfo has fi&ions and giant-forms: but he has 
4 produced them only fo far as to give the reader a full image 
4 before his eyes; he does not purfue them minutely,—-and 
4 he does not diJlraS or pain his reader. But as Ezekiel 
4 defcribes, defigns, paints, and exhaufts all minutiae, he 
4 fometimes injures his p^ems. According to my feeling, 
4 he jbould have broken off after he had given the chariot- 
4 throne, reftlefs wheels, and cherubim full of living mo- 
4 tions ; but, as he continues to defcribe the motion of the 
4 throne by his wonderful forms, he makes unpleafing im - 
4 prefftons . Even where thefe confequences do not arife 
4 from the prolix details of the Prophet, he is mijled by them 
4 to other faults which are equally ftriking. They fome- 
P times carry him to things which are unnatural . Thus he 
4 has a&ed againft nature in flaying what is not food. How 

4 much 
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ciples contained in fcripture; in analyzing 
and arranging the different kinds of prophecy; 

and 

4 much fuperior is Ifaiah in a fimilar reprefentation! And 
4 fhould not the great profufion of learning in the Elegy 
c and funeral lamentation over Tyre, when fhe was de- 
c ftroyed, he quite removed from this piece? On the con- 
c trary, it was a happy invention that -his lofty Poems are 
4 fometimes interrupted by (hort fpeeches. They are not 
c only ufeful for the iHuftration of his fymbols, but alfo for 
4 the repofe of the mind. By this change his readers are 
4 agreeably entertained ; and their imagination finds refting 
4 places, fo as to foar more eafily after the imagination of 
4 the Poet. Ezekiel, therefore, remains a great Poet, full 
4 of originality notwithftanding his faults 5 and, in my opi- 
4 nion, whoever cenfures him as if he were only an ,imi- 
4 tator of the old prophets, can never feel his power.* 
Eickhorn’s Introd. to his Old Teftament. See New- 1 
come’s Introdu&ion to ^zekiel, p. 24, 25, 26. 

Had this learned Profeflor indulged his critical cavallo in 
trampling fo unmercifully upon the works of the Great Poet 
who feigned the ten years fiege of Troy,:as freely as he has 
done upon thofe of the prophet, who announced the de- 
ftru&ion of the temple of Jerufalem, who 44 faw the vifion 
44 of God,” [Ezekiel, 1 Chap.J and fpoke the “ words of 
44 Jehovah,” he would have been moft defervedly torn to 
pieces by a whole hoft of critics.—The impetus of this 
critic is neither the to oi$gs7rti@o\ovy nor the to n/GtftriftOxov, ' 
it is furely the 7 o juawoocov, T*ra9o$. 

* Without employing his critical abilities the judicious 
Mr. Addifon is only a diftant and humble admirer. 4 As 

4 the 
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and in unravelling the great “ myftery of 


4 the Jewifh nation produced men of great genius, without 
4 confidering them as infpired writers, they have tranfmitted 
4 to us many hymns and divine odes, which excel thofe that 
4 gre delivered down to us by the Greeks and Romans, in 
4 the poetry, as much as in the fubjeft to which it was con- 
4 fecrated.’ Spe&ator, No. 453. 

And, perhaps, the general idea of fcripture poetry given 
by a French writer is ftill more juft, becaufe it does not fe- 
parate the poetry from the infpiration. 4 It is the true Ian- 
4 guage of poetry, of prophecy and of revelation: a celef- 
4 tial lire animates and tranfports it. What ardour in its 
1 odes! What fublime images in the vifions of Ifaiah! 
4 How pathetic and affe&ing are the tears of Jeremiah! 
4 One there finds beauties and models of every kind. No- 
4 thing is more capable than this language of elevating a 
4 poetic fpirit; and we dci not fear to aflert that the Bible, 
4 fuperior to Homer and Virgil in many places, can infpire 
4 ftill more than they that rare and Angular genius which is 
4 the portion of thofe who dedicate themfelves to poetry.* 
And this learned Frenchman might have added the reafon of 
this fuperiority, by attributing it to its true caufe, the In- 
fpirer himfelf. 

Our great philofopher is decided upon the queftion. 

4 Alter autem interpretandi modus, quern pro exceflu fta- 
4 tiiimus, videtur primo intuitu fobrius Sc caftus, led tamen 
4 Sc fcripturas ipfas dedecorat Sc plurimo ecclefiam detri- 
4 men to officit. Is eft, ut verbo dicam, quando fcripturae 
4 divinitus infpiratae eodem quo humana fcripta, explicantur 
4 modo.* Baconus De Augm. Sc. lib. ix. 

“ godlinefs,” 
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“ godlinefs,” by aflorting predictions with 
events, and types with anti-types*. 

Much of the obfcurity in which the pro¬ 
phetic writings were involved at their firft 
delivery is now difpelled ; and a new field of 
inveftigation is opened to the theologifl 
Although the prophetic lyftem, that vaft and 

x Talc efle debet huj us opens inftitutum, ut cum fingulis 
ex fcripturis prophetiis eventuum veritas conjungatur, idquc 
per omnes mundi aetates, turn ad confirmationem fidei, tum 
ad inftituendam difciplinam quandam & peritiam in inter- 
pretatione prophetiarum, quae adhuc reftant complendae, &c. 

Baconus De Augm. Sc. lib. ii. cap. xi. 

y Equidem in Vaticiniis contra fit ac in caeteris omnibus 
Sacrae Poefeos partibus ilia tum funt maxime obfcura, cum 
primum funt edita; quaeque aliis tenebras inducit, illis infert 
lucem, vetuftas. Adeoque ifta obfcuritas, quae in hoc ge- 
nere ab initio infederat, aliqua ex parte jam tollitur: multa 
funt, quae explicavit ipfius rei eventus, certiffima oraculo- 
rum interpres multa, quibus Divinus ille Spiritus, ea quae 
primum induxerat involucra, dignatus eft detrahere; pie- 
rifque aliquam lucem intulit ejufdem facratiflimis Inftitu- 
tionibus clarius illuftrata Religionum Judaicarum ratio. 
Ita fit, ut, quae pars Sacrae Poefeos & fingularem quandam 
naturam & maximarri in fe difficultatem habet, ad earn ta- 
men cognofcendam & perfpiciendam meliore jam condi- 
tione accedamus, iis fubfidiis & adminiculis inftru&i, qui¬ 
bus plane veteres Hebraei, quaeque nec ipfis quidem Vatibus 
Dei internuniciis conceffa funt. Lowth. Prael. xi. 

various 
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various apparatus arranged by the invifible 
hand of Him, “ with whom one day is as a 
“ thoufand years, and a thoufand years as 
“ one day,” for the teftimony of his Son, may 
not be entirely evolved, till the prefent ma¬ 
terial fyftem be deftroyed; time, by interpret¬ 
ing many predictions in their correfpondent 
events, hath fupplied fuch grounds of ana¬ 
logic reafoning, as will lead us to the ftruc- 
ture and oeconomy of prophetic language, and 
prepare us to acknowledge the accompli fo¬ 
ment of others, when their events arrive. 
However intentionally myfterious, the Para¬ 
bolical Style is uniform and conjijient , and of 
courfe reducible to rule ; one part fupplying 
the key to another. It was the common 
mode of writing at the time the prophecies 
were delivered, and is conftruCted on fuch ge¬ 
neral principles, as make it a fubjeCt of 
rational inveftigation. Another key is, there¬ 
fore, to be found by a learned and diligent 
fearch in the archives of ancient and oriental 
learning; in the images of the eaftern and 
weftern poets; in the fubfifting monuments of 
Egyptian hieroglyphics, from which all eaftern 
writings took its fymbolic caft; in thofe 

pagan 
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pagan ceremonies and fuperftitions, which 
drew their origin frofn the Jewifh; and, 
above all, in the holy fcriptures themlelves, 
which, however the productions of many 
different pens, employ the fame fymbols, 
images, and other figures, which were in¬ 
tended by their one omnifcient dictator to 
be interpreters of each other. 

By an extenfive comparifon of words with 
words, phrafes with phrafes, and metaphors 
with metaphors, the judicious interpreter may 
hope to develop the prophetic meaning which 
is defignedly and artfully concealed, in order 
that, among other reafons of the Infpirer, it 
might afford a virtuous and fublime employ¬ 
ment to the human mind. And, if inftead 
of wafting their labour in the fabrication of 
hypothetical fyftem, their learning in difpu- 
tation, and their ingenuity in critical refine¬ 
ment, learned men would, by an extenfive 
induction and judicious arrangement of par¬ 
ticulars collected out of the Bible and other 
monuments of antiquity, fupply the theolo¬ 
gical ftudent with fome general rules or prin¬ 
ciples of interpretation, (which is a great de- 
fideratum in Theology,) they would bring an 
, offering 
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offering moft ufeful to the caufe of fcriptural 
learning*. 

Whilft other, proofs of his - religion are 
weakened and obfcured by time, this of Pro¬ 
phecy, which challenges the particular cul¬ 
tivation of the ftudent, is gathering ftrength 
and clearnefs and gratifying him with an 
- immediate and perfonal convidtion: and, as 
in this important department of his theolo- 
gical ftudy, his application will be, at the 
fame time, made to hiftory, whilft he is 
growing in cOnvidtion, he will derive a fub- 
lime and endearing enjoyment from contem¬ 
plating the wonders of providence and the 
ways of men. 

Thus we fee the province of Imagi na¬ 
tion, that exalted faculty of the human 

* Something of this kind has been done by the learned 
Daubuz in the Preliminary Difcourje and Symbolical Dic¬ 
tionary introdu&ory t;o his commentary on the Revelations. 
In 1730, Mr. Lancafter abridged and new-modelled this 
learned work in a quarto volume dedicated to Dr. Potter, 
then Biihop of Oxford, hoping that, under the patronage of 
fo great a name, fo valuable a work would have met with a 
general reception. It has, however, lhared the fate of 
many of the beft of books, to be known by very few, 
whilft many of the worft are in the libraries and hands of all. 

Vo l. II. M mind, 
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mind, by which its affections are fublimed 
and qualified for the imitation of the good* 
nefs, the adoration of the wifdom, and the 
admiration of the power, of God, extenfively 
employed in the aCt of revealing his will to 
men, forming that indirect and poetical vehi¬ 
cle through which the truths and evidences 
of his religion are conveyed. * In matters of 

* faith and religion,’ fays Lord Bacon, * t^e 

* Imagination is elevated above Reafon. ‘Not 
that divine illumination refideth in the Itpa* 

‘ gihatipn, (nay rather in the higheft tower 
‘ of the mind and undemanding) ;■ but, as in 
* * moral virtues divine Grace ufes the motives 

* of the Will', io in illuminations it piak.es 

* ufe df the Imagination: which is the cauie 

* that religion hath ever fought aft accefs to 
r the mind through fimilitudes, types, para- 

* bles, vifions, and dreams*. , V 1 

* De Augm, Sc. lib. v. c. J. 
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fcifi the Particular Interpretation of 
the Holy Scriptures. . 

'HOUGH dilated atid written in hu¬ 
man language, as the indifpenfable in- 
ftrument of communicatioii, by which the 
Teftimony of God is conveyed to men; that 
the Sacred Volume, iti ttianner as well as in 
' matter, is different from all other books, is a 
theological axiom, which has, I hope, iieen 
Sufficiently eftabliflied in the preceding pages. 
This will have a powerful influence upon the 
particular ftudy and interpretation of that 
myfterious .book. 

Other books contain the things that are 
* on earth,* the obfervations and reafonings 
of men on material objects, their thoughts 
and reafonings on mental fubje&s, their tefti- 
mony of fatts and occurrences, and their poe¬ 
tical imitations; in a language as direEl as it 
can be, and, when figurative, intended to be 

M 2 plain: 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



*64 The Chart and Scale 

plain: This book contains * the things that 
‘ are in heaven f in a language, which is 
analogical and indirectt and which is often 
figurative and intended to be concealed. 

Whilft we view with pleafure the ftudy of 
the Holy Scriptures fhaking off the fetters of 
hypothetical fyftem,. and moving on in a 
more free and philofophical direction; whilft 
we rejoice to fee the fcience of Theology libe^ 
rated from the forms of an ignorant and fcho- 
laftic logic; and whilft we behold with fatif- 
faction the Volume of Infpiration laid open to 
the difcuflion of a rational and learned, not 
vifionary, criticifm, from which we may in¬ 
dulge the hope of receiving a faithful inter¬ 
pretation of all its parts; we are to hold in 
awful recollection, that it is divine in its ori¬ 
gin and myjlerious in its form, that, though 
the things which are therein “ revealed be- 
** long to us and to our children,” to invefti- 
gate and to contemplate “ for ever, the fe- 
“ cret things,” which are therein concealed, 
“ belong unto the Lord our God,” fo to 
remain, till, in his wifdom, he open them 
ijnore fully to our underftanding. This con¬ 
federation ftipuld be kept perpetually in mind; 
^ left, 
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left, by exulting too much. in the glorious' 
liberty they have gained, critics, and inter¬ 
preters, commentators and tranflators, grow 
too bold in their literary career; and left, 
after (napping afunder. the chains of prejudice 
and form, they ru(h into the oppofite, and 
no lefs inglorious, extreme, of capricious judg¬ 
ment and fanciful invention. 

From the General Interpretation of the 
Holy Scriptures, and the principles on which 
it is to be conducted, we (hall defcend with 
advantage to their Particular Inter¬ 
pretation. 

The former conftitutes the office of the 
theological critic and Commentator ; the latter 
that of the theological critic and Tranjlator: 
'which offices, however connected and allied, 
are (o diftind in their proper exercife, that 
they (hould never be confounded. The view, 
however, which has been taken of the for r 
mer, will lead us to the true principle of cri- 
ticifm and the juft method of tranflating, acr 
cording to which the latter (hould be con¬ 
duced, The divine Analogy of fcripture 
language which pervades the facred volume, 

M 3 and 
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sndtlje frequ.entufe of the Pc&ablical flyle* 
fo. ; hnpprtant in its intention, will remind 
the_ fr^iflatorof rhe.delicacy.an4 difficulty pf 
his undertaking; 'f'hey will admonilh him* 
thatthetalkof prefenting the bible in a .new 
language is. peculiarly facred, to be executed 
With. more caution, and fidelity than that of 
tfianflating any other book, 

::i One of: the many blelfings which provi* 
<fonce ha c h bellowed on this favoured country, 
fn-fh^rent periods of its hilfory, is the Engfi/fy 
*Tr(inflation of the Bible appoint e 4 toperead'm 
Qkttfjchv, which for fome ages it has en¬ 
joyed :■ and, whilft gratitude compels us. to 
|>Ut a high Yajue upon a work by which oyj* 
forefathers were inilruded to ferye their;G qc), 
jpAice will oblige us to think and tq ipeak fa? 
ypurably of its fotrinfic merit. They* ji^whofe 
learning and labour we are indebted for this 
reflation, were men feiefted for $h$ talk 
by ,th e idifcernment of a pious and learned 
prince* endowed with every qualification of 
heart and understanding, and poffefled of every 
advantage of learning and erudition for the 
execution of the work, that the ftate of biblh 

caf 
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cal knowledge, and the religious complexion 
of the times, afforded. They availed them* 
felves largely and judicbufly of the learning 
and labours of former tranflators, both Latin 
and Englilh: and it may be conffdered as aii 
encomium adequate tO'the beff efforts of hu* 
man ability, if we fay, that, upon the whole, 
they excelled all that went before them 1 . 
Their language is plain, nervous, and digni¬ 
fied j and, whatever the defeats of this trainf- 
lation may be in other refpe£ts, this ingehe* 
ral will ever remain the object Of our admira* 
tion and imitation. 

After paying this tribute of praife, fo juftly 
due to out Opnglifh Veriion, truth obliges uk 
to own, that the tranflators, howeyeWabld, 
laboured under unavoidable difficiikiOs ; and 
difad'vantages, by which they Were at that 
time obftrufled in the execution } bUtwhidK 
are now removed: and if, frOm^thePpiieftrit 
improved and improving ftate of biBhOkllblirtL 
ing, the change of circomftances 
of the prefent age, and the affiftance of thift- 
excellent Tranflation, we ptefume that,- as 
they improved upon their predebeflbj J s, : they 
may be improved upon in their' fUrn, the 
1 ' ^ M 4 preemption. 
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prefumption, or at lcaft the hope, will nei* 
thcr appear ungenerous towards than, nor 
tmrcafanable in itfelfl . 

t , ‘ , 

i . . V - . *. . - . • 

I The firfk Hep tbwards a good:tranflation is 
to procure an accurate and perfedt Copy* 
r Without,this, whatever other excellence the 
verfionmay poffcfs, it can be only a perfedt 
representation of an im perfedt original. 

Such- a Copy can only be obtained by a 
learned.'inveftigation, and critical examina* 
tion, of the;moft authentic monuments and 
authorities of the facred text, byan: extend v$ 
CoHation. of ancient manuferipts, and by the 
collateral elucidations of more ancient verfions 
made from manuferipts more perfedt thanany 
that now exift. 

The uncultivated Hate of biblical learning 
at the time, particularly grammatical, thwarted 
the fuccefs of our Englilh tranflatorsj for 
want of which, they could not have recourfe 
to fqch monuments and authorities in i order 
po prepare a copy fo corredted and improved* 
Too confidently prepoflefled in the geaoinenefs 
of the Maforetic text, corrupted by the igno* 
ranee and inaccuracy of transcribers, and dif- 
• ^uifed 
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guifed by the pun&uationS and finifter pjrac? 
tices of the more modern Jews devoted td 
rabbinical prejudices which it was made to 
Countenance, they tranflated from falfe and 
imperfeft originals *: and, however exad and 
fcrupuloufly faithful in rendering them wottl 
for word, by depending entirely upon them 
and neglecting more ancient and genuine au^ 
thorities, their verfion muft inevitably pofleft 
all their prejudices and defeats. And by-con- 
fulting modern lexicons too much, they mi£ 
reprefented the meaning of many words- 
After the true text is determined and re* 
ftored, the next qualification of a fcriptural 
tranflator is, on principles of juft criticifm and 
by a rational method of interpretation, to ,ex- 
prefs the very fenfe of the author fairly and 
impartially. It is* not, however, to be dif* 
guifed, that, attachment to fed and the love 
of lyftem inflamed by habits of deputation 
and polemical divinity, though more tempe¬ 
rate in them than in their predeceflors, laid 
an infenfible bias on their free and impartial 
judgment, • ; 

fc See Lowth’s Preface to his Ifaiah and Kennicott’s 
Piflertations. ' v 

To 
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To thefe radical and permanent caufes of 
imperfection in the tranflators of the prefent 
verfion, another may be added, which is tern-* 
poral and accidental. In the conftaut flux of 
the Englifh, as of every living, tongue, fome 
of their words have loft their meaning and 
are become obfolete; others have changed 
it, and are now antiquated; and, in many 
places, the grammatical conftruCtion is auk* 
Ward, and» in fome, confufed. 

From thefe caufes, and others that might 
be aflignsd, particularly the want of unifor* 
jnity» without any difrefpeCt to the memory, 
or derogation from the acknowledged ■merit, 
of thefe very pious and learned men ,out of 
whofe hands it came, we need not hefitate tQ 
pronounce, that, in our prefent Trauflation, 
miftakes and imperfections were unavoidable. 

With this fenfe of thefe numerous defects, 
find convinced, as every one. muft be, of'the 
pniverfal importance of the Acred volume; 
and of the duty incumbent upon us to pre¬ 
serve the genuine meaning of every word 
which it contains; it would be almoft as dif* 
graceful to the improved learning andlreformed 
Religion of the prefent age, in which the re¬ 
mains 
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paains of every clafiical author are brought 
forward in elegant verfions, to fuller the bjble 
to remain under thefe imperfections of tranf* 
Ration, as it was to that of ignorance , and fu- 
perftition which prohibited its being trapflated 
at all, 

Sipce the commencement of this century, 
biblical learning has begun to flourifli in the 
universities of Europe: and it is, by being 
conducted on juft and rational ppinpipjes, and 
from the joint ftpdies of the learned of dif¬ 
ferent countries and'communities joining hand 
in hand ip promoting the great work, that 
the volume of feriptpre to bp reftored to its 
purity and perfection. At length, the rage 
for fyftem and hypothecs has entirely fubfided. 
We rejoice tQ lee.the old difcipline of the 
fchools upon the wain: and we may con¬ 
gratulate the learped on turning their atten¬ 
tion from ufelefs words and forms to things 
pf real importance, and on applying theov 
felyes, with the moil benevolent and ingenuous 
views, to the genuine lources of theological 
truth, biblicaf ftudies, and Jewilh antiquities* 
• , Capellus, 
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Capellus, before this period, with a bold 
and daring hand, firft ventured to remove the 
veil of fuperftition and credulity, which con¬ 
cealed the errors and deformities of the Jewifh 
originals, and to emancipate the ftudy of the 
fcriptures from thofe Maforetic prepofleflions 
and rabbinical prejudices, to which it had been 
fo long confined. But, to fhake off thefe chains, 
fo difgraceful and injurious to found Theology, 
and to clear the way to the genuine interpre¬ 
tation of holy writ, was a work referved for 
Houbigant, who, though too bold in fome of 
his conjectural emendations of the facred text, 
from a copy corrected with great learning, 
grammatical fkill, and critical acumen, pre-. 
fented the world with an excellent verfion of 
the Old Teftament, as a model for the imi¬ 
tation of all future improvers of biblical learn¬ 
ing. As a facred critic and tranflator, Hou¬ 
bigant holds the foremoft rank, and is, doubt- 
lefs, intitled to the choiceft laurel. He has 
had the honour to be followed by a Lowth 
and a Michaelis, who, after him, took the 
lead in this high walk of facred criticifm; 
whofc labours, though fometimes perhaps 

imitating 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



. . R U t S. 

imitating the conjectural determinations of 
their leader more than the principles of lacred 
qriticifm will bear them out, are judicious and 
well-conduCted upon the whole, and are con¬ 
tinued and improved by learned men of our 
own and other nations; by whofe concurrent 
labours, fmce the charm was broken, many 
prejudices and obftacles are now removed, 
and the avenues to the inviolable lanCtuaTy of 
religion have been gradually cleared. 

. Under the direction of fuch leaders, iacred 
learning hath gone on improving and to' bo 
improved. The firlt aCt con fills of an extCn- 
live and critical Collation and companion of 
mariufcripts, parallel places, quotations,' ver- 
fions, and editions; in which laborious de¬ 
partment of biblical learning the lucubrations 
of a Kennicot hold a diftinguilhed rank. Tho 
fecond aCt, confequent upon the firlt, is a Neva 
Tran/lation of the bible, or rather perhaps, an 
emended Edition of the Old. Some few of the 
learned, actuated more by. an honeft zeal for 
the Old Tranflation than directed in judg¬ 
ment by a knowledge of the true merits of 
the queltion, have ftrenuoully oppofed the 

work, 
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work, as in itfelf unnecefiafy, as hazardous 
in its execution, and even dangerous in its 
effects: whilft others, directed by better in- 
formation, have been and are at this time em¬ 
ployed in the ufeful, but arduous, undertak¬ 
ing, with every advantage of ingenuity learn¬ 
ing and impartiality on jtheir fide; ■flatter¬ 
ing our moft ardent hopes, and profhifing to 
gratify our moft fanguine expectations V 
They are not, however, exactly agreed in re- 1 
gard to the juft and true Method of fcriptural 
Tranflation, a fubjeft of the laft importance 
to the fuccefs of fo great a work, and which 
fhould be previoufly determined: but, from 
the liberal friendly and unaiTuming fpirit 
which they breathe towards each other; and 
which is fo manly and generous in them 1 all, 
as to win the approbation and afliftance 6f 
every one who can contribute in the leaft to 
the promotion of foiaudable an undertaking, 
we may cherifh a pregnant hope, that one uni¬ 
form, rational, and judicious plan‘will be 
fettled, and invariably purfued. 


* Bp. Newcome, Dr. Blaney, Dr. Geddes, Dr. Camp¬ 
bell, and others. 
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When the, text of an original, whatever it 
may be, is once adjufted, that found and ac¬ 
curate judgment, which underftands the pre- 
cife meaning of the words, diftinguifhes the 
idioms, and confiders the genius, of the lan¬ 
guage from which, and of that into which, 
the verfion is; to be made, farms the general 
qualification of a competent tranflator; with¬ 
out which, he is unable to give a juft repre* 
fentation of any compofition, profane or fa- 
cred. But the exa<ft Method, and the proper 
Rulesi by which the work is to be conduced, 
are to be formed on principles derived from 
the nature and genius of the originals them- 
felves. 

The theological axiom* therefore, which 
has been eftablifhed in the preceding pages. 
That the holy Bible, in its origin and forma¬ 
tion, is different from all books of human 
Compofition, however different they may be 
from each other,. will require that different 
Rules fhall be obferved in its Tranflation as 
well as expofition. In fupport of this opi- 
mon I lm happy to appeal to the judgment of 
Lord Bacon, whofe authority in all fubje&s 
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bf literature is juftly ackowledged to be fupd- 
wo# 1 SfwJ dtcifrve. ‘ The -Scriptures bang 
x •given by Infpi ration,- and A6t' by humah 
*■ reafott, do differ 'from alt books iA die Au- 
*■ ther; which, by corifequencc, doth'draw 
♦• on fome difference" to be ufed by '‘the 
* expofitor a .* ■ “ "• * ' 

: How fit humian judgment is to be e5er« 
cifisdiin trinflating- the word of God', {s r ihe 
great - queftion, in the precife folutidh * of 
■which many different opinions always have 
divided, andi ftill continue to divide^ ih<p 
learned i • arid; till It be decided upon a firm 
add philosophical ground, though Our present 
Vanflators may poflefs more biblical knOw* 
ledge and enjoy more advantages, than their 
prCdeeeflors did, their labours will exhibit 1 an 
unequal and imperfe& rCprefentation of?hd 
fecrOd text. - " n * 

*As the- bible has one thing commoh 'v^itA 
*11 Other books, that it is writtenin the Hu¬ 
man language, the chief caufe of thefe dif¬ 
ferent opinions, and moil certainly the great 
caufe of ill-fuccefs, is, that learned nienj 

fbiiaemore and fome lefs, according to their 

^ ^ * * 

’ *On thfe Advancement of Learning, "b, il. 

u * perfonal 
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perfonal tafte and private judgment, bring 
their rules and ideas of tranflating from claf- 
lical books to the lacred volume* * Thin 
4 manner of interpreting,' lays Lord Bacon, 

4 teems at firft light iober and chafte, yet 
4 notwithftanding it both dilhonoureth Scrip- 
4 ture, and is a great prejudice and detri- 
* meat to the Church: and this is, to fpeak 
4 in a word, when divinely infpired Scriptures 
4 are expounded after the lame manner that 
4 human writings are. For it mu ft be re- 
4 membered, that there are two points knows* 
4 to God the author of Scripture which man’s 
4 nature cannot Comprehend, that is, the 
4 Secrets of the heart and the Succejions tjf 
4 times t which do make a juft and found dif* 

4 ference between the manner of expofttioa 
4 of the Scriptures and all other books. Foe 
4 dt is an excellent obfervation which hath 
4 been made upon the anfwers of our Saviour 
4 Cbrift to many of the queftions which were 
4 propounded to him, how that they ate im* 

4 pertinent to the queftion demanded: the 
4 realba whereof is, bccaufe, not beiog like 
4 man, which knows man's thoughts by his 
4 words, but knowing man’s thoughts im- 
. Vol. 11, N 4 mediately 
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f mediately and of himfefey he never afc- 

- * fwered their word$, . feu$ • tfaete. thought®: 

■ * and another reafeivi§y: that he 

f only to them that were then prefen& tbut 

* to us alio who now live, and to men of 

- * every age and place to whom the (Sdfftei 

* (hall fee preached; which fenfe in rbariy 

* places of feripture muft take place. Mudh 

* in like manner it is with the Scriptures, 

* which, being written to the thoughts of 

* men, and to the fucceffion and viciffitude of all 
4 ages, with a certain forefight of all herefies, 

* contradictions, differing and mutable eftates 

* of the Church, as well in general as of the 
4 EleCt in fpecial, are not to be interpreted 
4 only according to the latitude of the proper 
4 fenfe of the place and refpeCtively towards 
4 that prefent occafion whereupon the words 
4 were uttered, or in precife congruity or 
4 contexture with the words before or after, 
4 or in contemplation of the principal fcope 
4 of the place; but have in themfelves not 
4 only totally and colle&ively, but diftinc- 
4 tively in claufes and words, infinite fprings 

* and {breams of doftrine to water the church 
4 in every partand therefore as th z literal 
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is* ^ itwer^^be iBaiA Rream broker, fo 
*i9&ni*rat'&iifo chiefly, and fometiWthe 
- 'aiitgorital or typktat % re they thereof'the 
•♦'Church hath moft ufe* ! Not that 1 wifh 
'* to be bold in allegories, or indulgent or 
d* light iu aliufions t but that ! do much Con* 
i^ afemn that interpretation of the fcripture, 
* which is only after the manner as- men ufe 
to interpret a profane book */ 

Thefc Qblervations apply to particular* mote 
than to general* interpretation* aodifourtranf- 
lators would honour this inftru&ion of the 
great luminary of all fcience with the atteii- 
;fcio» it defervcs, it would fupply them with 
a genera Principle philofophicaily grounded, 

> from which certain Rules of trairflating would 
he eafily deduced, by which they, might 
uniformly and fuccefirfiully conduct *heir U- 
hopra^ and furely, men who are as much 
diAmgn^hed for their ingenuity a*' for their 
J^oarning, wdl not difdain to be direfied m 
; th«r interpretation of the volume of^Gftd, 
hy a light which led a Newton through’ thit 

-W * ^£>5^ is ta ^ e " mly (row his hw)k P( Jt<m. 

: Saent. in Latin, 1*. ix. and partly/rom his b wfc'Qf fa 
Atonement tf Ltarijbtgy b. if* ' 

N a of 
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.or.K^ure to ipamartalify, principle 

thpm,, th*t, : in uofblding^:fhe 
.{^qles of God, by prefent3Ag: them in a,yer- 
: j n^djar tongue, to T the inhabitants of. wh^ e 
} y naticiBjS,; t$*ey “ tread: on; holy ground,”, r i It 
.,,w^.w.arn them.“ to put,their ihpes frogjipff 
--^Ttheir tfet,” and to advance with feared 
*jcaution r left, by; a mixture of human art, 

, nthey., injure or. roifreprefent the diftate $3 of 
Li{jyjftn c yho,hath^awfuJly declared, that, */? fej;a- 
, /r^ yo&and'fiarth dull ,paf$ away; butthatchis 
luff Word (hall; opt pals aw*y t.” •.• .• •.• -j ihl 
srii lirhrm; v.:• , - » ■.•■ . .... ; '• 

LofA'sdhisoffice bto give a faithful pt&uife of 
foithte original, one Rule of the firft importance 
to the fuccefsful tranflator, though one of the 
mdft dlmcult to put effe&ually in pr'a&tce, is, 

, t S :tp diyeft hiqifelf of every kind of Prejudice or 
-. ^ihiasir ■ Prejudice wears ifcfelf infenfibly, into, 
‘ thtf tttiftdi aind is there fb confirmed 3 W time 

- _ ■ T' i % ~ ■ * t ^ r .<? ^ 

' arid h^bit, that it is an enemy In ! bur own 
.... bofom the moft difficult to conquer; hut pre- 
u judices hi Religion imlahed with our, maternal 
r- milk, and eherifhed not only with fbndnefs, 

! ! l ’ ,! hut with an eftger and intemyierate steal, are 

. , - ■ .. V , 

; •; r _: • ?i ^ ^ IXlOfC 
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‘fndfe'dbftlriaite arid inveterate thari another. 
-Yb avoid* dH partial and private Inter J>ret&tT6ri, 
the 1 bane of found* theology, he (houldbahtfh 
froth his mind allflyflems arid'hypot&ele^Mjf 
- human fabric ; he (botdd diveft himfelf-of 
‘ thrift narrriw habits of thinking, 1 whifch f he 
'may have contracted in f the uftef a dogMa- 
’ tical and factitious logic 1 he ihould -forget 
1,1 the very perfuafion in which heiwa&brfcd, 
however orthodox it may be;* arid he'thWuld 
: ' be corift&ritly and' rgligieiufly upon h#S>g\fdrd, 
left the fpirit of a feCt Should fuperft^e that 
of a Chriftian, and left he (hew himfelf the 
difcipft of men, rather than *- taright of£3od *.* 

* • r '- .. "Since 

r'f'l JO (. ,r- « W"' j • • /; . - -. ' ■ >} 

* In this fundamental Rule all our prefcnt T^anflators 
pronounce themfelves to be agreed. " w U 

*° *'• ■ * The critical fenfe of Paflages ftiotild fe^ftffiftred; 
o i rn a tfduiit the ©piftion&of any denomination <Ji Chriftiatos.— 
tf$oflation<(houl<} be philological* nq£e|fial.’ 
,i > ;f 3 p* Newcome’s Xllth Rule. ;$ee^^.,to^Tranf- 

lation of 12 Minor Propheis^ p. 27* 

1J * ,J Unwedded to fyftems of any or 

ii.i; ^y^gious, sr Tranflator ^f the'B$>le^dM(f<-w4&#n to 
i -’'V binder dii? 'Author with the fame indrffefence Jx&lwopld fit 
wn t ^Thhcidides ^^nQghjg^ v/ He, .Jbould 

* try to forget that he belongs to any particularly Society 

* of Chriftians^ be extremely jealous of his own rational 

N 3 . ‘ prepofleffion$i 
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Since humafr language hath been employed 
as the inftrument of divine revelation, how* • 
ever 6 analogically underlined, we need noe 
hefi&t&Hi concluding, that it i* to be tfrufer-* 
ftoc^f and dortftrued according to the Grammar 
of the tongue : in which the revelation was 
givdfl, 3 ahi to he translated according td that *' 

* prepofleflions; keep all theological cojnfequences as far 
«. out of his fight as peffible, and inveftigate the meaning 
*' of 1 h$ ofigthirfciy the rules u>nl$r of found and feber criti* 

/ , &t. : Geddes* Profpe£tus, p, 141^ i^.2« 

€ Sf fuch confequence it is to a Tranflator to hanilh all 
t party-confide^ations," to forget, as fat as poflibje, that he 

* Is «orihe<&ed mth itty party, arid to be ever on hlsgttsrid : 

* * lefbthelpirit of thte fe& abfotb the iphrit of (he Ghiiftikv u 

* and, he appear tp be the follower of fome human teacher, 

* a Calvin, an famnims, a Socimjs, a Pelagius, aft AnUs* 
c or an Athanafius, than of qi^r only divine aftd rightful 

* teaclW Chrift;* ' ’ 1 ' 

a;Dr. Campbdl^s Diflertations to his Tranflattofa • - 
f : ^ . of the Gofpels, p, 518. 

( A Tranflator is bound to abftraft from, and, as far aa , 
c poffible,^forget all fe£ts and fyftems, together with the 
1 polemic jargon which they have been the occafioft of in- 

* trodutihg. His aim ought to bein variably to thd ' 

e untainted: fenrimeft^ of the author^ and to eaprefc himfclf 

* in fuch manner as men would do amongft whom fuch dif* , 

* putes had never been agitated,* Ibid, p. 51 o f ^ ^^ 
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of the ether into which^ev^fipais ta be 

made. , - -•.- ■ .... - ‘ :yj y 

So. fat the Laws .of- T«#dlaripn, bpthfa- 
cred and profane, perfectly cpinewb h in f*h& * 
refpe&sthey materially diffah according to,|hf* ji 
diff^FOBt. nature of the works onwhich the .... 
tranflatot is employed (. and in point : .pf r 
Propriety. 

1 ( . 'i . r ' , ; - '7 * 

1 * . . '■ - / . V • i, ,> > 

L Prefuming that human judgment is at, 
all timescemmen(umt»lo a Winan ohiscpiti^ ! ^ 
tion, the tranflator, if fitly qualified for big . 
office, fits down to the talk, pf rendering i$. , a 5 
in another language on terms of fem*li£rity*s t > 
and almoft equality, with bis Suth6r.'nr^That^ ' * 
the new dreis Which be is making tfndyfte ’ 
with eafe, and appear With the elegaheij to * . 
which he is intitled; that it may lofe th# , } ; 
nefs which the peculiarities of the original 
language would entail upon it, he gives both 
the Words and Sentences fuch an idiomatic^ 
change, s s will enable him to call the feplfit ^ » 
freely in the mould of the tranflatian* and to » 
give it an air of originality. Iff fhofr he tskes’ ' 
the thoughts df the author,' and pi'efents' tRerh u! 
in his oyvn estpreffion. • : . ^ 

N 4 So 
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'“^Scffe' from pfefuming^hat'iiK|dd^rbrinFt 7 ^ 
i&fU&lTjr cdmmenfurate °tb a <fivitfe^tfddafl^§fi^ 
the judicious Tranflator of ifle^Hoiyi 
Mfes will fit down to the work imprefled 
jyit^fepie of this£w%l truth, Th% f c the 
**thoughte'Of God are -not, as. man’s th«wgb)^^ 
* tJ TftW his' Ways, or < words, as thofe ofmert?’* 
that the matter* of Revelation is more theidBU 
je£f of his Faith than of his Underftanding ; 
und.that th«i wanner is lacred and: frequency 
€UrtGealed^^ He will not therefore find hira- 
*&lf upori the fame terms of eafe and familiarity 
with His author, nor rbprefent his Words arid 
^/*^r,W,ith that freedom of ehang^ v; w|t>jph 
iiis‘(©*r«*q judgment might direct, -.h« t feqgy 
iftrggeft/ Of which he might think the genius 
land elegance, of'Hii language vvould fe^iftfe j 
*9Ppfe/jppJ|hS'p?f -they ftand in the orig||l f 
rfhey might teil^ded to copy^y ain^, 
,^hich,byfuch change, might he.loft.orinjnredk 
'He W ill*,' therefore,^ endeavour* fi rft, t®.i find 
* the true Titeral r and grammatical hd 

'Affijfept himfelf by making 'choice^ of 
- fuefr !«Wierdsn and Sentence? as wil}» in^the 
riew^taSfgaagei mbft fully znd /kera//y eif.pfe& 
it* In the propriety of this rule pur tratiflS- 

tors 
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fe zozuuvx -I -o bibv[ odf 

■t-'-hv.cm : .’-icy/ srh oi :a wtj.- in law 

^' 4 \ The fiVft art^prihtip^,6UfxnefiJ bf^ i^At&afof^i 46 
S^tVe ^|>laia- mfcg&tfmkxitsl tofe^kh&i Author*; the 

* $rwm me&mg' of, tysrwqrd*, pbr^T^'^nd djfertfCflces* 

w ft* 

* lates, as far as m^y be, in equivalent words*. pbraies v anl 

* fentences. Whatever indulgence may be 

^ mhet^t^fp^Sj hovvever excufabtefi^ iba^ $4, 

« awdniiigi the elegance, tbe^fplrit, 

V^0?,7{#hjqh will geqeraliy^ 

to*J' 



peculiarly fo in’fubjefti of high- imf&rtabcfcV 3 
^afr the Holy Scriptures, in which fo'mac&cfe^^ 
fipfcrafe m& e^effio^j and p^rtiqul^y^^efl^^^ 
f bqolwj qf iferipture,. where frpm $e letter are oftei^ de- 
V f duced deep. and recondite feufes, whicl^ muft qwe^all 
* theft weight and folidity to the juft aind accdraie^lft?- 
*SprfctktiT& i $ the words.of the pfqpheey. : %>r%R|fevir 
^fehfi^arb^pofed to beineluded 10 the Prophfc^ wflr^s, 
b/SpiritpaVi MA%gpripd> Anajogippl, qy fbejjkp, 
f[ t they pitfall entirely, depend bn the literal' fenfe. This 
is the pnly foundation upon which fuch interpretations 
^ can he fecurely raifedj and if this is xrot fifthly iftd'$- 
r* Curdy ertabfifhed, allthatis built uponit U&ill/all to the 
ground.: JBp» Lotvth’s Preliminary Differtatu^^ 

*$' Mft\; V'O 4,;i } r t ./ * % 1 r r;f ■*,’ 

3 BHHop 
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As there are no two language* which hay$ ;o d 
a perfect fynonymity and coincidence of-,; 
words, the obfervance of this Rule wU£oAc$bnt 
beconhe a talk of the greateft difficulty* to; nl 
cope with, which, the Tranflator Ih^W .paf- ; ^ 
fefsa very extenfivC knowledge of both R11-* v; i 
gttages; he ihould diferiminate yyijfc thditid 
niceft diftin&ion, and choofe with the Gsa-su 
tureft deliberation.. According to the direftiwta 
of Houbigant, Non fieri potefi, ut duarum /oi*nrJ 
guarum faria verba fitmfer puribut refpondeanty 
verba funt ponderanda non numeranda h Even 5 
words which correfpond etymologically,, do ->• h 
not always correfpond virtually ; ■&>: 

Biffiop Newcome’s ift Rule is, * The tranflatorfbpdd ; t 
t exprefs every word of the original by a literal rendering, ,:s 
« where the Engliflt idiom admits of if, and where not only.,;} 

* purity, but perfpicuity and dignity of expreffion can be _ | 

* preferved/ See Preface to Tr. of 12 M. P. p. xvii. ; 

« Hrft of hll a Tranflator of the Bible oughf to be Jhilh* 7; 3 
*/*/}-d»t is, ought to exprefs all the meaning, and n&uni 

* more than the meaning,, of the original.' Geddes’Pro*. (j j 

fpeiluf, p. 126, , ^ ; ...jfj 

* THe firft thing a Tranflator has to do is to give a juft 
« and-dear reprefentation of the fenfe of the original, which * 

* is the mod eflential of all/ Campbell, Diflertttion x*, si 5 

part i.-r 1 .. 7 - ' -- ■. . J 

i Prolegomena, cap* y* a#.; 3,.:. f • . . , r r t 

4 ':o bdWmUCh' : 
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howmuchfoever a TrahllafiOn of the JBible 
that is firtftly literal might be defired, from 
thefe differences in all languages, it is impof- 
lible that a good one fhould ever be obtained k s ■ 
and it is well known that they whd have 
been the ttioft fcrupuloufly attached to the 
latter, are, on account of thefe differences, 
often the fartheft from the literal and gram- ' 
matical fenfe* the firft object of all fcfiptural 
tfanflation l . 

This difficulty has belet all biblical tranfla- 
tors, and divided them in their judgment of 
the juft nature and limits of their office. 
Some, and thefe very learned men, upon cbn- 
fidering this difference inherent in the texturo y 
and formation of languages, and obferving, ■» 
that they, who adhered the clofeft to the i ' 
latter, were the fartheft from the fenfe, have '* r 
given up the difficulty attending a literal 
translation as infurmountable, and taken re-, V\ 
fuge in a more loofe and diftant mode of ren- 1 
dering, The idea of a literal tranflation of ' 

* * It ji abfdutely impofllbk to tranflate literally from any - 
f language whatever Without being often barbarous, ob*J- ’ 

* fcure, and equivocal.* Dr. Geddes’ Profpscius, p. 127,' > ; 

1 Pagninus and Montanus are' lefs faithful guides than 1 
even Caftalid, Miqhaelis, or Wynne. 

feripture 
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feature Should not, however, be, abandoned, 
though words cannot be made to cojrefpoiid 
to words, either as to their numbcr,fynpily> 
mityyor etymology; yet thereis axriiddle- 
. way, though fometitnes difficult;to be foiind, 
■by which they may be made to correfpohdini 
jequipollence and effeft; fo jhat the tranfla- 
\ tioq, though not finally , will be virtually fitt- 
>' tfll. Such aTranllation the Principle, which 
. confiders the Bible as a divine produ&kttnmbt 
;l pniy countenances, but requires: and,; how¬ 
ever others may indulge their genius in tak- 
v ing grater liberty with the woods, of Infpdta- 

- tioq* Propriety will fupport us;inifubfcpib- 
ing to the opinion of Beza, as far, as thteiefif- 

, ;ifcfence of the languages will admit* pfa- 

jli$f i<$$- a Greeds &, Hebrais Latina rfteUr- 

fretatht eo mihi magis probanda videatur , m . 

>. r ;,r 'L v ‘ ■ ' A : " 

~.g. - i ■ u ons ffnot ^ 

The Idioms of languages ditfsr more-fithan 
» the.Words, and the tranflator of a propfcahe 

■ Btaa, Nov. Teft. Dedicat. • 

r... * Where a verbal tranflation cannot, be interwbVfen, 
! pne equivalent to it ihould be fubftitutfid, and cheddibm 

* [or the word] inJbf te?t ihould belrteraUy t«nd«ed in 

* tbcmargin/ .. . ^ 

' Bp. Newcome, HI. Rule, p. 23. 

- - authoc 
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Author would notberead or tolerated, who 
/does not invariably make the change, r and 
adopt that of his own language. But, in 
Mandating the facred volume, the' fame Prin¬ 
ciple j for. the fame important reafeis, "Will 
preferibe to the tranflator a different Rule Af 
cbndvf£t. To retain all the ftnaller jpecutm- 
- titles in an Englifh tranflation, wbuHj ; I 
/know, beunnecefl'ary, and, indeed, abfurd: 
^fortunately, however, for the cxa& corfiSi* 
denCeaf idiom and phrafe With, the Origtoal, 
ini all matters of mareeffentiai impOrtaWOe, 
'there i is a lingular coincidence and fimilarity 
r between the Hebrew and Engli&i tongASee* : 
iMany Hebrewifms of greater' corifequeftfce 
-have long appeared in an Englifh drefV in 
\fiwmcr tranflations, and are at length fb fiihvi- 

A' ' ' ■ “ Vi 

" * Our Language eafily moulds itfelf into the Hebrew 

* form; and it rarely happens that we are un^er apy.necef- 
a; (jty of hiving recourfe to paraphrafe and circumlocution 

jif .^ojcprefs the full meaning of the text. EvCriwltehthe 

* fyntadtical arrangement is different, there is a ftriking 

* equipollence of fimplicity, conciienefs, and' entity, to 
; r *. be .attained \ which, perhaps, no modem language can 

nicrt’jbokftiof* jmdwblch is not found 1 in burs wiftf reijrfrd to 
m ianyothor langoage but ^Hebrew.* i J,li : - ' 
Dr. Geddes’ Profpe^us, Ndtef p. 128. * 
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•liar to the ear by the frequency of repetition, 
that it would now feel itfelf ftrange and 
even offended without tbeqi. They pafifeft 
alfo that dignity which antiquity confess upon 
every thing with which it is eotine&ed y they 
have a warmth and animation unknown tp 
modern languages, and raife the English above 
its natural level, qualifying it to becamCI the 
vehicle of religious truths, twaoH 4 

‘ There is a certain eoldnefe/ faysth&'jndi* 
ck»ns Adddbn, ‘ in the phrafes .of our i'En* 
‘ ropcan languages, when corofmod-with* the 
‘ oriental forms of fpeechj and it happens 
‘ very luckily that the Hebrew idiom runs 

* into the Engiith tongue with a^etari&r 
grace and beiuty. Our language h&s 

* ocived innumerable elegances and ktiffbbt* 

* meats from that infufion of Hebrewi^l, 
‘ which are derived to it out of the 

* paflages in holy writ j they give force-arid 
* ‘ energy to oar expreffion, warm undC 4t&+ 

* mate our language, and convey our fhdughts 
‘ in more ardent and intenfe phrafes, than 
4 any that are to be mot with m our own 

* tongue. There is fomething fo patheticriu 

* this kind of didtion, that it often fe&s the 

‘ mind 
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imio^ inia flame, and makes our hearts hum 
r ' *■ within us. If any one fhould judge of the 
'* beauties - of poetry which are to be met 
. .4. with in the divine writings, and: examine 
\- 4 how kindly the Hebrew manners of fpeeoh 
of mix and incorporate with the Englifh lan- 
^tguage; after having pended the book of 
^4 Pfalms, let him read a literal transition Of 
* Horace and Pindar, and he will find inthefe 
- f two laffc fuch an abfurdity and confufion of 
ti ftyhs, with fuch a comparative poverty of 
^ imagination, as will make him very fenfibie 
zfta of what I have beenhere advancing 0 .! 1 
s. b Caftalio, both in bihlical learning and cri- 
liicaJ judgment, was a fuperior tranflator: but, 
unhappy attempt to leave the Hebrew 
^idio^ behind and to clothe his verfton in all 
s of the Latin phrafcology and 

’ upon the principle of. profane 
btr#r^dOa injudictoufly applied, he has not 
*ftidyjakaudoned the fidelity, as well as others, 
^hUkhft ha&loft all the dignity and fimplicity, 
r§f jhply/efipture. Jnftead of being all that 
jlS - elegant, a#4 graceful, and ornamental, 
^a^ he ^jcp^led; every thing is finical and 
^3fife$e^,h*;thfS fancy-drefs: and all the re- 

ka::n J ' • Spectator. 

dundance 
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dundance of Kb peliflt fubmks, not ofily to 
the fimplicily of his rival Bcza, hut often to 
the more fervife reprefentation* of Treafeeltrat 
aud Junius, and even thofe of Mostaato and 
Pagniaus. 

For thefe, among othcf reafons, a critical 
rcvifioa and improved Edition of the Old, b 
more defir able than a New, Tranflationc for; 
not only the Hebrew Idiom, but as many of 
the Words as poffible of the old translation 
Should be retained, on account of their fim- 
phcity and dignity, and alfp, to indqjtge^Ke 
honeft prejudice of the people p : for the- re* 

f c Whpn die Terms and Phrafes employed by fotrtftr 
4 interpreters are well adapted for conveying At A u ft ta f 
1 die author,—they are juftly preferred to other. 

4 equally expreffive and proper; but which, not hiring 
■ * been ufed by former Interpreters, are not cuftfcnf iA t&t 
* application/ Campbell's Diffl Xf. p. 52K- *'* 

4 Words that are too fine* too U 4 fn*d± tip' tot jipafcfc 
4 are repugnant to the ftyle of die (acred pemne^ a»,M 
4 flowery, too affe&ed, and too modilh, tp fuit tjUirfhta 
4 which is eminently natural^ fimple y and dignffitd. Ami* 
4 on the other hand, words that are kw an& 

4 ftill more derogatory from the exaitfid^fubli ifcity s 0f tie 
4 fubjed and language of holy Scripture/ Ibid. DtC XI. 

570. • ■’V'* 1 

. * The Ample and- ancient turn of : t&* .pflqfeft Jjfffftua 

« Should be retained.’ Bp. Newcome’s Vlth Rule, p. xxxii. 

mark. 
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''tnark', from whatever quarter it may have 
*■ come, is very juftly made, ■* that common 
minds can with difficulty difcriminate fc- 
? ‘ tween the language and the fubftance ; a«d 
* in lofing the one they will he in no little 
' anxiety about the other: befides that- the 
** long ufe of writings avowedly facred gives 


a venerable air to the language, and feeitis 
** Ulnttift to confecrate it to the fervicfr of 
?*■ religion‘ ’ 

"■ But, to crown this general reaforimg iii fup- 
Of the prefervation of the ancient idionp* 
“Vie Have two precedents whole authority 
r'wiU bO .allowed to be unqueftionaWe.r -The 
^Septuagint is a tranftation of the Old Tefta- 


*rhei|t ? of very high, if not of divine, 'autho- 
: though the - language . be 
Greek, the idionxis uniformly Hebrew-: and 


/fc^^f^NeW'^FUftamerit itfetf, * though the 
^l^rd^are Greek," the ideas are jfewHH,' and 
**.$)£ ^^^fbrew; \yhich ,afford a conv.ipq- 
tb?^ r orig«aal idmh.ik, U.apf 

-mt^^tejnafiwvod. - • - ;* , - 

V- • t «T .. • /,.? * 

In regard to the particular Spirit , Style*; Qha r 
*9%ZNr, atfd 'Wantier, iff eac;H fadbeff'frrifef, the 

... < Critical Review, Not- 1789. 

• V«l». II. O transfufion 
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transfufion of which into their new language 
conftitutes, in the idea of our modern trans¬ 
lators, the main difficulty* and the chief me¬ 
rit, of their art r i they are things much 

more 

r 44 It h incumbent on every Tranflator to ftudy the 
4 Manner of his author; to mark the peculiarities of his 
c Style; to imitate his features , his air y his gefture , and, a9 
4 far a different language will permit, even his veice; in 
4 order to give a juft and exprcflive refemblance of the ori- 
4 ginal.’ Lowth. Prelim. Diflert. to Ifaiah xxxv. 

4 The fecond thing a tranflator is to do, is, to convey 
• into his verfion as much as poflible, in conftftency with 
4 the genius of the language which he writes, the author’s 
4 fpirit and manner , and, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, (he very 
4 chara&er of his Jiyle* Campbell’s Diflert. X. part i. 

4 The fifth quality of a good tranflation is that diverfity 
4 of Jlyle which characterized the different fcripture writers, 
4 which, however difficult to attain, ought certainly, i>y 
4 all means, to be aimed at.—‘Every writer, whether fqpred 
4 or profane, has fomething peculiar to himfelf, ^nd it 
4 ought to be the endeavour of a tranflator to retain as 
4 much as poflible of that peculiarity.’ Geddes* Profpe&us, 
p. 137, 138. This learned author then quotes the above 
words of Bp. Lowth, as authority, which, I hope, he does 
not embrace without confidering what precedes and fol¬ 
lows them. 

4 To convey into his Verfton as much of his Author’s 
4 Spirit and Manner as the genius of the language which he 
4 writes will admit,’ is the fecond qualification of a fcrip¬ 
ture Tranflator mentioned by Dr* Campbell,, and JVfr- 

Wakefield 
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more arbitrary and uncertain than either 
words or idioms, varying more in different 
authors, than thefe do in-different languages; 
and to transfufe them in tranflating is an aCt 
of imitation which is fanciful and capricious, 
depending on the tafte and genius, more than 
the found judgment, of the tranflator, with¬ 
out fo much as a limit to reftrain the imagi¬ 
nation. This favourite Rule is obvioufiy taken 
from profane tranflation, without fufficiently 
• attending to the different nature of infpired 
productions; and is too vague and licentious 
for the fevere principle of fcriptural tranflation 
to admit. Tranflators fhould reflect, that by 
labouring to obferve this rule, they are in the 
aCt pf infringing the preceding, to which they 
are more ftri&ly bound, and of defeating their 
own defign. 

To give his production all the beauties and 
advantages of the original, the tranflator of a 
human work, efpecially if it be,poetical, fees 
that, in this imitation, lies his fulleft and faireft 
foope, and that his fuccefs will depend on his 
poetical genius. In the execution, he not only 

■ Wakefield is of opinion, that a confiderable Ihare of human 
4 ngeriuity and IrrOetttien i* requifitc in order to preferve this 
Spirit and Manner, See his Preface. 

1 '- 1 ' O 2 leaves 
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leaves many of the words and idioms of his 
author, but his figures too, and flies to the 
recourses of his own fancy to fupply him 
with fuch others, as, whilft they in a good 
meafure convey the thought, luit the nature 
and elegance of his own language, and rife 
of themfelves to that proportion of fpirit and 
animation, and to that particular ftyle and 
chara&er, which he conceives his author to 
poflefs. And if, to heighten and improve 
thefe qualities, he fometimes give a new trim 
to the thought, the licence has been com- 
rtiended; as, by making the author fliine ill 
^he tranflation with a higher lufire than hB 

f'"-, 1 ^- ,, O 

own, it makes amends for fome of the many 
particulars in which every tranflator muft fall 
•ftlort of his original. And, however different 
it may be in many particular instances, 1 if ! the 
tfanflation produce the general efFedt of the 
author, the tranflator has arrived at the fum- 
mit of his artj to which, though all hope and 
imagine they have attained, their fuccefs is ill 
proportion to their genius, and their imita- 
tions'as various as their tafte. 

Such - imitation of the Jiyle, character, and 
manner , of the facred writers, whdfe language 

> '• is 
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v ' ■ V 

is always analogical,, and often more highly 
poetical than the claflic authors, is an effort 
of human genius, of, which, I humbly con¬ 
ceive, the nature of the originals, and the fe- 
vere laws, of tranflation which they dictate, 
cannot, in any degree, allow. This would 
be to mix too much of what is vague and hu¬ 
man with what is unchangeable and divine ; 
and is, indeed, fubverfive of that literal and 
idiomatical fidelity for which we have-been 
contending. 

The late learned and ingenious prelate ta 
whom biblical learning is fo much indebted, 
who brought too much claflical refinement 
to the criticifm of facred poetry, introduced 
this imitative tranflation alfo from claflical 
authors to the facred volume j under the per* 
fuaiion that it is perfectly compatible with a 
ftfiCtly Jiteral verfion. Here the fame ques¬ 
tions recur in regard to tranflating, which 
were propofed in regard to criticizing, infpired 
productions. How far is this imitation to 
be carried ? and who fhall dra\v the line where 
it is to flop ? He ha? ably obferved, that in 
tranflating the works of the beft claflic poets, 
piuch depends not only in giving the fenfe of 
O 3 the 
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the author with equal forcfe and elegance, hut 
in taking off his chara&eriftic feature, his 
complexion, his perfonal mien, and very mo¬ 
tion. And he owns that whoever has thus 
attempted to tranflate the facred poets into 
Greek or Latin verfe, if not quite inferior, 
they muft neceflarily be c&JjimUar, to them % 
And notwithftanding this conceflion, he has 
hrtnfelf attempted to reconcile this chara&er- 
iftic imitation with his Englifh verfion. He 
declares the defign of his tranflation of Ifaiah 
to be ^ not only to give an exadt and faithful 
‘ reptefentation of the words and of the fenfe 

* of the prophet, by adhering as clofely to 

* the letter of the te^t, and treading as nearly 
t as may be in his footfteps; hut, moreover, 

‘ to imitate the air and manner of the author, 

* to exprefs the form and fajhion of his com- 

* In exprimendis alia lingua egregiorum poetarum open-? 
bus, multum in eo pofitum eft, ut non tantum iidem lint 
intimi fcnfus, par in fenfibus explicandis vis & venuftas, 
fed ut quantum, fieri poteft externa etiam oris lineament^ 
effingantur, ut ftrus cuicjue color atque habitus, fyus etiam 
inotus & inceflus tribuatur# Qui itaqile facros Vates 
Graeco vel Latino carmine exprimere adeoque eorum velutj 
^erfonam fpftinere conati funt, fieri non potuit quin toto 
genere & forma, fi non inferiores, multum certe ab ij)s 
fliflimijes effent. Prael. iii. 

4 pofition, 
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* petition, acid to give the Engltfh reader 

* fome notion of the peculiar turn and caft 

* of the original'.* The latter part of this 
defign coincide?, he thinks, perfectly with 
the former: and, whatever his fucqefs may 
have been in the execution, his ingenuity de¬ 
fences to be commended, however it may be 
with his confiftence. His example, however, 
rendered the more attractive by the celebrity 
of his learning, the brilliancy of his genius, 
the dignity of his ftation, and the fafeinating 
elegances of his Latin ftyle, others, poflelfed 
of lefs judicious caution, may have beat too 
eager to follow, without keeping within the 
bounds of imitation which he preferibed u , 

* Preliminary Differtation to his Ifaiah, p f i. 

tt His idea of imitation feems to have gone no farther than 
to an attempt to reprefent the prophet’s manner , the form of 
his compofition, and his character as a writer, fo far as re¬ 
lates to their verfe , meafure , and rhythm 5 without affecting 
the Jfyle properly underftqod, the idioms , metaphors , images , 
and exprejffions of the facred writers. And this imitation is, 
perhaps, founded in caprice and fancy rather than in fixed and 
certain principles. He hoped, however, that it wa3 per¬ 
fectly confiftent with the Jiteral fenfe. * I muft entreat the 
1 reader to be Satisfied with my endeavour to exprefs the 
« literal fenfe—this is what I have endeavoured clofely and 

* exactly to exprefs/ Ibid. p. 74. 

Q 4 relyig 
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rtfyihg^orihonfidtfnfly 'on 1 this' felfe prefump* 
tirifr, fhat/ithough* the ! matt'erwas fur pithed' 
lyf the'Infpiier, yet the for Hi and mdnnef’Cfc. 
ottering 1 it was left entirely to the natural ge* 
ftfiis land‘inclination of the infpired 1 ; agTed^bly 
to the WOtds of Caftalio, Res didat Spiritur^ 
verba )quidem & irnguam loquenti aut fcribent\ 
HBtidM'fdtihktit 1 •' ■* L>m. 

5 'i'Rat tnfJ)iration eonfifts in the commtmi- 
1 cation of ideas, and not in words, which art 
ctnly the' inftfument and mode of that com¬ 
munication, is an opinion confidently main¬ 
tained by* tnany 1 of the learned; with all de* 
fer^ntfi to which, I would contend, that the 
irifjiltef was ihterefted in the manner as well 
as ' ih the matter, in the words as well as in 
ideas? 1 "' l * f-‘ x i: ***** 

‘ Tii his fupernatural intercourfewitlr men* 
the “Almighty has recourfe to human 
merits. It was (hewn, in the preceding pagesy 
tharhe condefcended to employ human words 
to he analogically underftood, in order to ehft- 
vpy, his ,divine truths to their underfianding^ 
But, becaufe the inftruraents are human, no 
one will prefume to take the liberty of giving 

' 1 ' ’ , i x. 

T Dcf. contra Bezam, 

them' 
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them any change' -or-dif%en* .rep^eaiatjogu 
by iny effort of, human genius- . No oqe wi$ 
prefume to,change the words Father, So?fa 
Redeemer , Mediatory which the ipfpirer.hatb, 
adopted. It was,alfo’(hewn, th^kfbf.fpecbA 

purpofes or revelation, he made, ufe r pf f that* 
parabolical expreffon, thofe poetical Jy^tboh 
and figures, which abound in the eaftera lan^ 
guages i and why are not they ^/aerfidpas 
thofe analogical words w ? • . /v. .. 

Upon,this ground of reafoning, we mayjuftJLy 
attribute their different Jiyles, their apprp* 
priatq fpirit- and charafter to theaatpral.gj>, 
nins,, or to the particular-, education, pftbft 
prophets,: at the fame time, that, as v th£$piflf 
of prophecy employed their language^ .w^at^ 
ever it might be, with all its images, at^3[, 
figures, to his own purpofps, it became, ^i^^n- 
as well as the prophets \yqr^|^egj^ 
felyes, and was, in that view, properlyb^s pwn 
• • v ■ ,But, 

* Metaphors are in general to be retained, and the |ub- 

ftl;ut,ipa or unneceflary introduction of new Ones {liquid be 
avoided. And, if the original metaphor cannot tr&ri£ 
ferred, it Ihould 1>e rendered in the margin.' ^ v] , *» * 

r ’ / Bp; NewtoriieVyfth 

* Utrunlque [ to zrsgi votkt etf atyi*mj3o\ov et ri 

i-tpeiogM xa* atariaoKW ] in hoc argumento ufur- 

papius* 
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But, who can affirm that his divine affla¬ 
tus had no concern in the immediate ad of 
animating and forming thefe feveral ilyles ? 
or who fliall draw the line and determine pre- 
cifely how ,far he was concerned y ? Whether 
he addrefled the world by Amos in the ftyle 
of a Ihepherd, by Daniel in that of a cour¬ 
tier, or by David in that of a King; whe¬ 
ther he fpoke in. figures y in Jymbots, or by 
double fenfesy he would mould their minds, 
and why not their words y their fiyfesy and 
even aftions y to his heavenly purpofe. And, 
fince under the cover of thefe ftyles and fym- 
bols he generally concealed the main burden 
of prophetic enunciation from the prophets 
themfelves, his influence may be confidered 
as more immediate over thefe, than over their 

pamus, atque ita Sacris Vatibus tribuimus, ut nihil dero* 
gemur Divini Spiritus afflatui: etfi fuam interea vim pro- 
priae cujufquam feriptoris nature atque ingenio concedamus, 
Lowtb, Prael. xvi. 

7 Hanc fpeciem *vfariaa/AV appellarem Naturalem, nili 
viderer plane inter fe repugnantia conjungere: eft certe 
longe diverfus, & altioris quidem originis, verus ille & ger-» 
mantis eoque nomine unice dignus, quo ib- 

lummodo Hebraeorum Poefis fublimior, ac maxing Pjopbe- 
tica, incitatur. Ibid. Prad. xvii. 

minds 
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minds-—Go thy way, Daniel; for the words 
are clofed up apd fealed to the time of 
** the end 

When the Prophetic ftyle conveys a double 
finfe, a literal and a figurative, the words are 
the vehicle of the literal to him who under* 
ftands the language only, and the literal fenfe 
16 the vehicle of the figurative to him to 
whom it may be given to * difcern the things 
♦ of the fpirit but, if the traiiilator, upon 
the idea of imitating what he imagines to be 
the ftyle and fpirit of the prophet, in order 
to transfufe them into his verfipn according 
as his tafte and genius may diredt, make the 
leaft change in the images or even in the 
words, in vain will the interpreter feek for 
the figurative meaning, And, however the 
prophetical fenfe be couched, whether under 
metaphors , fymbols , or other cover, fimilar 
confequences will refult from fimilar changes, 
* That the difference pf ftyle in the writers, 
‘ who were alike the organs of infpiration, is 
‘ no objection to their having been infpired/ 
is, therefore, a pofition to which I readily 
concede. The Almighty can employ the or* 

*. Daniel xii. 9, 

gans 
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gpijs of free. agent? as the; instruments of his 
teyclation, without making in them any fpn- 
$blq cihang?. The facred writers might be 
permitted to ufe the ftyle moft congenial to 
their tafte and education, whilft the infpirer 
was bending it, by his fecret operation, -to 
hi* prophetic . purpofes, and even privatply 
fuggefting fuch words and phrafesj fuch fi¬ 
gure? and images, as were adapted to his end; 
which fecret and fupernatural operation upon 
(he .mind, of man is the peculiar prerogative 
^f thc Holy Spirit, both in his extraordinary 
and ordinary communications. “ The, wind 
♦ 6 i; bl<?NV,eth where it lifteth, and thou he,areft 
the found thereof, but cannot tell wjheuos 
♦* ,it! cpraeth or whither it goeth: even lb is 
Vuevery one that is born of the Spirit;*.” 

therefore, things were the firft qtgeft ’of 
inspiration, words and forms of words y$t t£ r £he 
IbUOnd;, and the favourite pbfition, upon the 
length of which critics and tranflators ma^e 
& free with Mofes, David, and Ifeiah, a? 
th?y do with Homer, Sophocles, or Virgil,, 
T^hat, whatever the matter may be, the ^ vtprds 
and.^^fr'are, in both cafes, equally their 


* John iii. $. 


their 
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their own, has no foundation, but in a wekk 
and narrow-minded vanity, by which they 1 
hope to entertain the learned, and to aftoriifh 
the ignorant, with a difplay of their ingenuity’ 
and felf-invention. 

How, then, it may be required, arei the 
Spirit, and Manner, and charadterijiic Syle , of 
the facred writers, thofe prominent and dif- 
tindtive qualities, to be preferred and fepre- 
fented in an Englifh tranflation? T anfwer’: 
fufficiently by rendering them as vetbhlly krid 
idiomatically as poffible, without'attempting 
any ingenious imitation at all % iri which dpi- 
nion‘I have the Concurrence of one of the 
moft fober and judicious of our tran(lat?OrS, 
who obferves, that, ‘ by a literal rendering 

* hot only the matter of the fcriptures, but 

* the peculiar turn of the language, will be 

* faithfully reprefented b :* and, I think, with 
a better and more diftin&ive effe£t, than by 
the moft fuccefsful attempts of the trariflatoTj 
which, in fpite of his utmoft endeavour to vary 
with the variety of each author, mtift retain 
throughout the whole a chara&eriftic fimilafity 

VBp. Newcome’s Prsef. to 12 Minor Prophets, p. xvii. 

of 
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of his own* The Englilh tongue, having been 
in the long habit of expreffing Hebrew ideas 
in Hebrew phrafes> is, by ufe as well as nature, 
adapted for this effeCt. Without labouring 
to mimic the Jewifh character and expreffion, 
it can put them on at once, and, however va¬ 
rious they may be, they will not only lit with 
cafe, but appear with elegance* That all 
poetry i$ confined to metre is an idea as falle, 
as it is contracted: and, whether the original 
he in verfe or not, the tranflation, though in 
profe, will retain the poetic ftyle and fpirit, 
which is the main objeft, and enough of the 
meafure, whatever it might be, to prelerve 
the native dignity of the original. This is 
acknowledged by the late ingenious prelate % 
who took the lead in imitative tranflation, 

c Duo hie occurrunt adnotanda, quae ex jam di&is quail 
confe&aria qusedam enafcuntur. Primo quidem, Poema 
cx Hebraea in aliam linguam converfiim, & qratione foluta 
ad verbum expreflum, cum fententiarum forna® aedem per- 
maneant, multum adhuc, etiam quod ad mimeros attinet, 
priftin® dignitatis retinebit* & adumbratam quandam car- 
minis imaginem. Hoc, itaque in vernacula facrorum poc* 
matum interpretation^ cernitur, ubi plerumque 

M Invenias etiam disje&i membra poet® 

quod in Graecis aut Latinis verfibus eodem modo converts, 
Jonge aliter eveniret. 

and 
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and who, after labouring, in a preliminary 
apology, with his utmoft ingenuity and addrefs, 
to afcertain the meafure, ftrufture, ftyle, and 
chara&er, of the Hebrew writers, in order to 
imitate them, felt at laft the difficulties and 
inconfiftencies in which he was entangled, 
and ingenuoufly confeffed, that the fubje£t 
. was opiniativc in the foundation, and preca¬ 
rious in the event \ 

By the rules of Propriety, therefore, re- 
fulting from the principle of fcriptural Tranf- 
lation founded on the nature of the facred 
volume, an Englifti verfion of the bible fhould 
be as verbal and idiomatical and exactly repre- 
fentative of the original, as the language into 
which it is made will poffibly admit. 

1 . From the Rules of Propriety let us 
proceed, on the fame fcriptural principle, to 
thofe of Perspicuity, that other tribunal at 
which tranflators are to be judged. 

J ‘ I venture to fubmit to the judgment of die candid 
c reader the preceding obfervations upon a fubje& which 
Q hardly admits of proof or certainty, which is rather a mat- 
€ ter of opinion and taftt y than of fcience.* Diff. Pre¬ 
lim. xxxiii. 

4 Perfpicuity 
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Perfpicuity is a quality of fir ft importance 
in all human compofition, and fo eflential to 
its perfection, that, whenever the author is 
obfcure, the tranflator makes no fcruple to ftep 
out of his province to give him light at all 
adventures, even if he have recourfe to con¬ 
jecture; the too hafty and licentious ufe of 
which, in criticizing and tranflating claffic au¬ 
thors, has, however, been feverely and juftly 
cenfured. On the contrary, it has been ob- 
ferved, that, in dictating the holy fcriptureS, 
obfcurity and concealment were often in the 
intention of the infpirer: which different in¬ 
tention will require a different conduCt in the 
tranflator. In fcriptural tranflation, there¬ 
fore, Perfpicuity fhould ever give place to Pro¬ 
priety ; and we fhould take care, left, in the 
purfuit of the fecondary and inferior rule,, we 
fhould lofe fight of the primary and fuperior. 
As he treads on ground which is every where 
facred, and often involved in myftery, the 
tranflator fhould religioufly confine himfelf to 
the literal and grammatical fenfe of the words. 
After the text is brought to all the perfection 
of which it is capable, when that fenfe is 

given. 
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given, if the meaning of the infpired writer 
. remain obfcure, or even apparently abfurcf, 
the feverity of the rule, which Propriety en¬ 
joins, will require, that it be left lo under a 
..literal, and grammatical tranllation. Even 
Caftalio, though a very free tranflator, felt 
the force, and acknowledged the juftice, of 
this oblervation. Hunc locum non intelligo , 
idpoqite ad verbum tranjlulu 
< Upon this principle of fcriptural tranllation 
the determination of Le Clerc is warrantable, 
franfatio, ubi archetypus fermo clarus eft y 
clara ; ubi obfcurus , obfcura ejfe debet t . And 
that of Houbigant, who, taking his ideas from 
profane tranllation, attempts to turn it to 
ridicule, is inadmiffible. Obfcurus ejl non femel 
Horatius ; num igitur laudanda ea erit Horatii 
Gallic a interpretation ubi clarus dare , ubi ob- 
feurus obfcure loquentem reddit. And, in a 
fort of triumph over Le Clerc, he proceeds, 
Dubitandum non ejfet qua facri fcriptores fcrip- 
feruntn perfpicue fcripfiffe. Underftood \with 
this reftri&ion. That what they were given 
clearly to underftand themfelves, and intended 
that their readers Ihould clearly and imme¬ 
diately underftand, they delivered clearly, or, 
* Prolegom. in Pent. DiiTert. ii. § 4, 

Vol. II. P That 
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That grammatically they were fufficiently 
dear* the obfervation may be juft : but, taken 
at large, and extended to every fort of perspi¬ 
cuity, -it is indeed, fallacious ; and, from his 
high reputation as a biblical critic and trans¬ 
lator, his authority hath milled, and is in 
danger of mifleadirxg, others f . 

A fenfible tranftator has obferved, on the 
contrary, that ‘ the Holy Spirit of God often 

‘ intends 

1 ‘ Perspicuity is die Tefcond moft effcntial quality of« 

* good trariflator; nor need we the authority of Horace-or 

* Ariftotlo to eftablilh a proportion fo agreeable to coin- 

* mon fenfe.’ Of fcriptural trarfflation-un'fortunately nei¬ 
ther Horace nor Ariftotle could be judges. * The JewMh, 

* like all other Writers, certainly wrote tto be undeiftood/ 
There Jewilh writers were, in this important tefpe^, to tatty 
unlike all other writers. ‘ The poets and prophets then*. 

* felves are not obfcure on account of their 'ftyle, which, 

* though bcild and figurative, miift have been perfeCHyirt- 

* telHgible when they Wrote.’ How far perfectly intelli¬ 
gible ? Was it not by that bbl 4 and fifeurs»twetftyte,nttatj 
in their prophetical, ttie moft important, fenfe, theywere 
often unintelligible? * A Tranflatdr, therefore, who-, under 

* pretext that his originals are obfcure, affe&s togiveai) 

* obfcure tranflation, betrays either his idlenefsorignomnee, 

* Ofifers an iftfult to his readet^ arMi tbraws an' ddidna 
‘ ridiquje on the author 'he prCtends to intecptet.. If ifiO 

* fcriptiires are at all to be tranflated, o£ which we haye^no 

* doubt, they fhould be made as plain and" perfpkuoH# as 

* po^ble, and not,a finglc ambiguityihoidd-be leftin thfem 

-y- , < i n .. < . 0 oj bdf that 

U. .;t : ? 
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* i steads a myftery, and fo leaves the letter 

* feemingly obfcure: fuch fecming abfurdl- 

* jties are left for the honour of God’s Spirit, 

* which, clears the difficulty, and lets all 

* fights’ Time is that only interpreter which 
can bring a light in the prophetical event to 
vindicate this hot\q.ur by difpelling all fuch 
intended.' obfcurky, and which is not incidental 
to tfie letter. Critics and translators fhoutd, 
as for as poffibl 6 , difhnguiih between thefe dif¬ 
ferent hinds of obfourity; to the want of which 
diftinftion, I am perfuaded, we may attribute 
the different opinions by which they are di¬ 
vided. The latter it is incumbent upon the fo- 
cred critic and tranflator to make clear by alj ppf r 
fibfe means: with the former he h a ? n^n^r 
n$r pf conc.ero, but to take an^ leave it, $mder 
aliferal verfioa, as hefinds it --. Even, though 

' ' ’ fo 

* that chn 1 any Ways be removed. That there are certain 

* myfterious words of the originals that' fltould not be reri- 

* dered, may be a pious, but is opt a rational, notion,* 

[Dr. Geddes* Prpfpc&us, p. 1-28, 129 ] Without malt¬ 
ing the juft 1 ^iftination between grammatical or idiqmaticql 
and prophetical obfcurities, does not this very learned and 
liberal tranftjttor facrifice Propriety to Perfpicuiiy , the. firft 
hwoffcriptural tranflatiPntothe fecond ? ' 

* Dr. Gell. 

** TWere are feme things that our Saviour faid as well 
’* at did to his difciples, which it was not intended they 
P 2 * fliould 
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to us in thefe diftant ages myfteries may be 
difclofed, which, when the fcriptures were 
written, were hid in the womb of time, a 
tranflator, whole office is to give a reprefen- 
tation, not an explanation, of his original, (in 
which confifts the difference between a tranf¬ 
lator and Commentator,) Ihouid not avail 
himfelf of this light. He ffiould preferve the 
cover under which the prophetic meaning was 
concealed, thbugh that meaning may now be 
clearly underftood ‘: and, much more, fhould 

he 

* fhould underftand then; but which they would underftand 

* afterwards. Theft things , faid our Lord, 1 have fpokm 

* to you in figures ; the time someth, when I Jhall no longer 

* J'peak io you in figures , but inJlruSt you plainly concerning 

* the Father, It Wat, therefore, not intended that every 

* thing in the Goipel fhould be announced at firft with 

* pjainnefs. It is withal certain that the veil of figurative 

* language thrown over fome things was employed to fhade 

* them only for a time, and, in the end, to conduce to their 
« evidence and greater luftte. For there was no fecret theft 

* was not to he difcovered, nor was ought concealed^ that was 

* not to he divulged, Nowjuftice is not done to the wife 

* conduct of the Spirit, unlefs things be reprefented,. as 

* nearly as poflible, in his own manner.* Campbell's 
DifTertation, p. 625. 

1 ‘ Though many of the events foretold which are now 

* accomplished, have put the meaning of fuch prophecies 

* beyond all queftion, we ought not, in tranflating them, to 

* add 
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he keep inviolable the veil, under which fe- 
crets may yet remain concealed. All that he 
fhould attempt or hope, is, to render the bible 
lo, as to be now literally underftood as it was 
when originally written ; to make it, if pof- 
fible, as intelligible to the learned reader of 
the prefent age, as the writings of Mofes were 
to the Ifraelites, and thofe of the Apoftlea.to 
the ancient Jews *: and it is the duty of the 
divine, (and a moil weighty part of his mi- 
nifterial funftion,) to make that tranflatlon 
intelligible by the vulgar. 

This is that exaft and faithful reprefen- 
tation which the di&ates of infpiration re¬ 
quire, guarded as they are by a folemn pro¬ 
hibition that a word fhall be added, dimi- 
nifhed, or difguifed. Though, from their 

‘ add any light borrowed merely from the accomplilhrnent. 

* By fo doing, we may materially injure the hiftory, and 
( render thofe miftakes incredible, which, on a more exadt 

* reprefentation of things as they rauft have appeared at the 

* time, were entirely natural/ Campbell’s Diflertatioq, 

p. 6x5. 

k * It is the duty of a tranflator to give every thing to his 

* readers as much as pofTible with the fame advantages, nei- 

* ther more nor lefs, with which the facred author gave it to 
f his contemporaries, Ibid. 

P 3 greater 
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greater familiarity With wdrdS* idioms* and 
euftoifts, the contemporaries of a revel aticyi 
may be fuppofed to have uhderftood the lite¬ 
ral mfeanibg better than we do ; We enjoy 
mere Of the fpiritual than they : and* if with 
fehefe advantages over ns, they Were fuffeted 
to remain tinder a thicker cloud of d'arknefl* 
why fhould We either Wonder or hepitle* that 
a part of that cloud fttould be ftill left to hanjj 
over our heads ? or Why endeavour, by a fruit- 
lefs ingenuity* to remove it ? When he has 
reafon to fuppofe that fr°m hjs eye time; ha? 
removed the veil; kt the tranflator adhere to 
his literal duty$ and, as a commentator, he 
may give the full meaning in the notes: And* 
where the myftery remains involved ip. j^tu4 
rity* let him obferve the rule of Gaftaliot.cati 
exaft though finical tranflator, by rendering 
the Words literally, and ackhbwlbd^g his 
ignorance of their true meaning in the margin. , 
In attempting to carry Perfpicuity, by the 
ingenuity of conjefture or *by any oth'ef 
means, beyond the juft limits which Propriety 
prefcribes, let the tranflator of facred writ 
(Owfufly refloat, that he* who walks on com¬ 
mon earth, is not only ftepping out of his 

province 
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province into the fhoes of an infpired writer, 
who trod on holy ground, but even over: his 
head into the perfon of the infpirer in heaven, 
who frequently th'ought proper to hide his 
meaning from thofe who gave utterance to 
his words 1 : and, becaufe holy fcripture is 
often obfcure in the delivery, let him not too 
haftily imagine that it is therefore imperfect, 
and ftands in need of his emendation and 
improvement m . 

III. But •* 

1 When Caiphas determined in council in regard to Jefus, 
tbit it was expedient that one man Jhould die for the people , ank 
that the whole nation perijh not 9 the evangelift informs us that 
this he fpake not of himfelf but y being high priejl that year y be 
prophefted that Jefus Jhould die for that nation > which he nei¬ 
ther intended nor underftood himfelf. 

m See Lowth’s Prelim- Differt. to Ifeiah, p. 64.' 

. c I am fully perfuaded that the words, as t^ey ftand ip the 
c prefent Hebrew text, are utterly unintelligible. There 
4 is no dpubt of the meaning of them Separately j but put 
4 together, they m^ke no fenfe at all—In this difficulty 
4 what can be done, but to have recourfe to conjecture? This, 

4 it may be faid, is impofing your fenfe upon the prophet; 

4 but, however, it is better than to impofe upon him what 
4 makes ho fenfe at all.’ 

Lowth’s Notes an Ifaiah, p. 271, 272. 

When the text, if wrong, cannot be made rightly col¬ 
lation, nothing fhould, I think, be doae i>ht to reader, the 1 
as they ftand verbatim. 

P 4 This 
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III; But, though by the cover of a figura* 
tive and parabolical ftyle, in all its forms, the 
Holy Spirit threw a temporary veil ov^r the 
whole prophetic difpenfation, he prepared the 

This reafonihg from the Principle laid down, may, per¬ 
haps, militate in fome refpects againft the 15th rule propofed 
l>y a very learned prelate in his preface to his tranflatiomof 
the 12 Minor Prophets, whofe fober and judicious conduft 
as a fcriptural tranflator, meets my ideas upon the whole 
more than that of any other. 4 Of dark paffages which 

* exhibit no meaning as they ftand in our prefent verfion, 
c an intelligible rendering fliould be made on the principle 

* of found criticifin.* He then quotes the authority of 
Pr. Lowtb, * that it is better to impofe your own fenfe 
4 upon the prophet, than to impofe upon him what makes no 
4 fenfe at all.* As the authority and example of Houbir 
bigant milled this author, we cannot wonder that his fhould 
miflead others. 

4 .1 cannot help difapproving/ fays our northern tniftf- 
lator, 4 the admiffion of any correction merely on conjee- 
4 ture 5 for were fuch a method of correcting to be gene- 
4 rally adopted, no bound could be fet to the freedom which 
4 would be ufed with facred writ—This is an extreme, 
4 which, (hould it prevail, would be much more pernicious 
4 than the other extreme of adhering implicitly, with or 
4 without reafon, to whatever we find in the common edi- 
4 tion.* [CampbelPs DifTertation, p. 646.] What he fo 
well obferves of correfting^ will apply with equal force tQ 
tranjlatlug'i by conjecture. 

way 
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way to its removal, in his own proper time, 
by preferving an uniformity of language as 
the immediate key to unlock the facred oracles, 
when the prophetic events took place. In 
addition, therefore, to the rules of Propriety 
and Perfpicuity, that of Uniformity fhould 
be facredly regarded in all fcriptural trans¬ 
lation. 

Notwithftanding the many different ftylea 
of Scripture fo much contended for by the 
modern critics, this Uniformity is interwoven 
through every part of the facred volume, 
which, though written at very different times, 
and by very different pens, retains every 
where the fame or {xrnilzt Jigures and fytnbols , 
and often the fame words. Pofleffed only of 
the Spirit “by meafure,” the ancient pro¬ 
phets were unacquainted with the whole of 
that vaft difpenfation, of which they were 
the partial inftruments, and which was con¬ 
ducted under the univerfal eye of that omnif- 
cient Mind, to which “ a thoufand years 
“ are as one day.” What one foretold par¬ 
tially and darkly, another, at a different pe¬ 
riod, more fully and clearly fignified, in the 
fame Style and almofl the fame words, but 

with 
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With more pointed and particular circum- 
ftances: by which confiftency fight was re¬ 
flected from prophecy to prophecy, and the 
whole fyftem was made to be illustrative of . 
itfelf. IF the Spirit of prophecy held in con¬ 
templation ah uniform and confident feries 
of events, he was no lefs careful to exprefs 
their predictions in a language which was * 
correfpondently uniform and confident, ex¬ 
actly call and moulded for the purpofe. This 1 
isftrikingly apparent through every part of 
the facred code; arid is no where more con- 
fpicuous than in the uniformity which is 
Wonderfully preferved between the Old Tef- 
tament and the New. As the prophets were 
bred in the fame fchool to qualify them' For- J 
this neceflary uniformity of prophetic ftyle ; 
fo the Evangelical writers were all Jews bred ‘ 
under the Law ^J^the Prophets, arid thus ' 
qualified to extend it from one difpenfatibn to 
another, and to make it pervade the whole 7 
religious lyftem **. The Greek is known to 

* The reafons aligned by Dr. Campbell in his Difler- 
tariens, p. ia, for the Apoftles mixing Hebrewirmt and 
Chaldailins in their writings are extremely defective, as 
this Uniformity of Scripture is, I apprehend, the chief. 

5 differ 
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frtifh the Hebrew aiid other btiehtal 
fongutk, rtiuch in idiom and cdnftruCfcion 
is it dees in character: notwithftanding all ; 
this, though the words of the New Teftj- 
fnefit be in Greek, the idiom and phtafeo- 
fo|y affe inVariibly Hebrew. The whole is, 
indeed, Hebrew ideas and phrafes clothed in 
Greek. To prepare for this extraordinary 
mixture by adapting the_ Greek tongue to the 
Hebrew idiom, ahd to familiarize it to their 
ufe, the SeptUagint VeHion of the ancient 
feriptpres had been providentially made* 
which is the Hebrew phrafecdogy in Greek 
WOrds ; and Which formed a model for the = 
die of E'vangfelifts and Apoftle's. And thus, 
by an uniformity of" language, the figurative 
and iymbolipal predictions delivered under the 
Law are enabled to meet their corttfpon- 
denctes ih the Gofpd.; where they were ei¬ 
ther interpreted, or extended to future ages 
of the church. • 

. This .Uniformity as the key of inter* 
pretation, mould, therefore, at any rate be 

preforved 

* Tfoetranfotorof EaefcidwHl tfceMfi ttift PfeftoMJ Teems 
to iflopt 'this idea of ifkifirmllf. * Tkrfe femt tfrtgirtai and 
. * its 
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pfefertfedin tranftatiori: and, upon this ground 
oftea&hing, we may fubfcribe the opinion of 

v,\ <■, • ' - Erafmus 

\ v . ^ .. 

•- its derivatives according to the leading different fenfes, 
i^and alfo the fame phrafe, (hould be refpe&ively tranflated 
4 \rj <he fame correfpondent Englifli word or phrafe; ex® 

* iiptrwhe«e a diftinft reprefentation of a general idea, or 
4 the nature of the Englilh language, requires a different 
4 mode of expreflion.—Not only the fenfe, but the beauty 
4 and force, of many paflages depend on a verlion not de- 
4 viating from Uniformity without a decifive reafon/ 

Bp. Newcome’s Pref. 24, See • 

4 A fourth quality of a good tranflator is as Arid a9 
i Uniformity of ftyle and manner as is conliftent with the 
<1 foregoing properties/ Dr. Geddes’ Profpedus, 136. 

I wi(h the arguments for Uniformity , fupported by thefe 
two great authorities, would weigh with our northern tranfr 
lator of the Gofpels, and induce him either to reconfider the 
Rowing pofition, or to be very careful of indulging in that 
yariety which be feems to cherifh. 4 There are, cafes 
4 wherein,fome things may be done, nay, ought to be done 
4 by a tranflafor for the fake of Variety; for the (acred hifto? 
4 rians do not always confine themfelves to the fame words 
4 lit expreffing the fame thoughts. This is owing to a free- 
4 dqm from all folicitude about their language. An unva¬ 
rying recourfe to the fame words for expreffing the fame 
f thoughts, would, in fad, fhew one to be folicitous aboqt 
4 Uniformity , and uncommonly attentive to it/ . 

Campbell’s Diff. XII. part i. p. 594. 

The language pf the mfpired writers is of various kinds; 
fententious, didadic, parabolical) and narrative; and the Uni¬ 
formity 
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Erafmus and Beza. Veterem interpretem^ fays 
Beza, Erafmus merito in eo reprehendit , quod 
unum idemque vocabulum faepe diverjis modis 
explicat. Atque in eo ipfo quoties peccat ? 
Leviculum hoc efi dices. Ego aliter cenfeo, nifi 
cum ita necejfe efi , in his quidem libris in quibus 
fcepe videas mirifica qucedam arcana veluti 
unius vocabuli involucris tegi. 

IV. In regard to the Elegances of lan¬ 
guage and HARMONY OF PERIODS, thofe 
qualifications of good tranflation held in efteem 
by our modern adventurers, they have th,eir 
foundation in the fhifting caprice of fafhion 
. and in the varying refinements of tafte, and 
are thofe fuperficial accomplifhments with 
which the tranflator of a c la flic author may 
facrifice.to popular fame. He feels himfelf a 
fort of rival of his author, and partly interefts 
himfelf in the fenfe and entirely in the lan- 

. forpiity offome may be of more importance than of otbers; 
but which thefe are it may not be eafy or neceflary to deter¬ 
mine. Their meaning can be only known from their 
words, and where thefe differ, the other may not be pre- 
cifely the lame. . This paffion for Variety is no favour- 
ableomcnina facred trjinflator. 

guage; 
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gB»g?S the latter of which, tricked up in the 
'feihionaWe, hot fading ornaments of the day, 
sjtwy be a fairer candidate in the pre&nt age 
fbf public favour. The dignity and fimpii* 
4sity of fcriptural verfion, in which the tran& 
lator has no power over the fonfe or over the 
letter, reject thefe whipificaj and adventitias 
ornaments. Where the gro&er inelegances 
and improprieties of language are avoided, ea 
effiges laudatur , fays Le Clerc, non quce vul- 
turn formoftm, fed qualk ejk revet# fpe&antium 
ecitiis offer* '■ The Holy Bible will appeat 
in a more charafterifttc and becoming dr&ft, 
inverted in its native fimplicity and graiideUri 
than if adorned in all the fancy of modernetei 
jgafcce; whether dilated through the finieai 
and affe&ed fentences of a fafhionable hiftb- 
tian, or fwelled out in all the pompous andiin- 

claflical formalities of the Johnfonian period.; 

", : . • ' -. , ; . 11 '•> 

( j 

■, •; i 

This idea of Scriptural Tranflation, grounded 
;upon the principle that ‘ The Holy Bible* 
‘ in manner as well as in matter, is different 

* from all other books, and, .th.cref^e,; ^?- 

* quires a different treatment,’ is more .or jlgfe 

. § r Proiegom. in Pent. Diff. il. § 4. 

, repugnant 
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r^pugaapt-frpna the4$>b»pns 
mq^ern tranfl^tpr^, and fhe rules AMbich, they 
fevepljy prefpribe, Jp fuppptiof the precedr 
ing arguments fora itrpnilation of tjrne bibfe 
which isas literal.m d idiom^ief, .as faithftdp 
without attempting to do.away any .pbfcurb- 
ti^e which do.not attach upon the letter, and 
as uniform, a$ poflible, I (hall, therefore, 
rjuote ope example out .of many that .may bp 
produced. 

. , la the,2 iff Chapter of Sfcint Matthew .and 
the 20th of Saint Luke, nur Lord represents 
himfelf and the kingdom of the Gpjpelnnder 
the Symbol of ^fione Alfa, as the ancient, pror 
phets had uniformly done hefore him % Tp 
this hf applies the two verbs trvMjBbxir^vTtlcv and 
figurative exprefiion^which had alfi> 
been employed by the ancient prophets h. Qf 
the former tranXIators.have ,givenn literal, aen- 
dering confingetur, he Jhall be broken ; but 
the latter, which is a bolder figure taken from 
the ruftic employment of 'winnowing corn, like 
many other prophetic figures, appearing,' in 
their judgment, when applied to- a a fione' in 

’ See Genefis xlix. Ifaiah xxviii. 16, viii. 14. Daniel 
U..34. • P&lmcxviii. 22 .. Rom. ix. 32, 3.3. 

» Zechariah pi,_3. Jfriah yji. *3,44, 1 5. *XX, 14. Je- 
•tfpviah xix. Daniel ii. 34, 35, 44. 

its 
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its literal fenfe, not only obfeure but utterly 
abfurd, rather than impofe upon oUr Lord in 
their tranflation what they thought no fenfe 
at all, they judged it better, by tome pious 
rule or other, to impofe upon him, and to help 
him out with, a little fenfe of their own*. 
Inftead, therefore, of ventilabit, it will blow 
him away like chaff, they have rendered 
it by conferet *, comminuet u , will grind him 
to powder r , and one very lately, Jhall crujh 
him to pieces w ; in every one of which the 
original figure is totally loft, and fubftituted 
by another, by which the meaning is com¬ 
pletely changed \ And, after all their pious 
labour to give the paflage fome meaning of 
their own, it has puzzled commentators and 
critics more than any other in the Gofpels; 
infomuch that their explanations of it are not 
only vague and conjectural, but quite different 
from each other. 

* See Lowth’s Notes on Ifaiah lxiv. 5. p. *71, ay*. 

* The Old Vcriion, Erafmus and Caftalio, 

* Beza. 

r English Tranflation. 

* Dr. Campbell. 

* All the tranflations I have Teen entirely mifreprefent the 
figure except the Gothic of Benzelius, which render! it by 
JiJJtpebit, and gives vmtilabit in the margin. 

3 In 
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In applying theft two figures to the em¬ 
blem of the ftone, our Lord was, in the uniform 
uft of the prophetic ftyle, illuftrating, con¬ 
firming, and extending, as he and his Apoftles 
often did, two ancient and very important 
prophecies. In the verfes direftly preceding, 
he quotes the prophetic words of the 18th 
Pfalm y , telling the Jews that they were on 
the point of being fulfilled in the Gofpel being 
taken from them on account of their invete¬ 
rate obftinacy, and given to others better 
qualified to receive it. Did ye never read 
V the fcriptures. The Jlone which the build- 
“ ers rejected, the fame is become the head 
“ of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, 
“ and it is marvellous in our eyes ? There- 
fore I fay unto you, The Kingdom of God 
“ fhall be taken from you, and given to a 
* nation bringing forth the J fruits thereof 1 .” 
And in the next verfe he repeats the fame 
lymbol to which he applies the two figures 
in queftion, confirming two farther prophecies 
relating to the Jews—by that of being broken , 
he confirms the predi&ion of 

' 4 . 

»,Verfq22. ; 

■ Matt, xxi. 42, 43. See Luke xx. 17. 

. Vol. II. Ifaiah 
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Ifaiah and Jeremiah, which fignified that, 
after fuch rejection from the kingdom of the 
Gofpel, the Jews ftould have their theocratic 
polity diffolved, and that their community 
would be broken. “ Sanftify the Lord your 
God,” faith Ifaiah, “ and let him be. 
«< your fear, and let him be your dread; and 
«« he {hall be for a fanftuary: but for a ftone 
« ‘ of Humbling, and for a rock of offence to 
“ both houfes of Ifrael, for a gin and for a 
*’* foare to the inhabitants of Jerulalem, and 
many among them fhall ftumble, and fall, 
«« and be broken'? which figurative and 
fymbolical enunciation is more directly ex- 
preffed by Jeremiah in his reprefentative a$ion 
of breaking the potter's vejfel b —Not w ith Hand¬ 
ing this fevere enunciation, there was a re- 
ferve in the divine mercy in favour of this peo¬ 
ple of God, that, though reje&ed and broken, 
«« a remnant (hould be faved c ,” and which, 
however difperfed throughout the world, 
fhould, at fome diftant period, be reunited and 
reftored. The fubjeft of prophetic enuncia- 

• Ifaiah viii. 13, 14,15* 
v See xix. chap* and Ifaiah xxx. 14. 

*See Ifaiah-xxvii. 34* and Rom* xi* 

6 tion 
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tioft were the four great empires of the world, 
which were finally to give place to this king-* 
dom of the ftone; and, by the fecond figure 
htKfivrtt, bar Lord confirms another illuf* 
trious prophecy refpe£ting a different people 
referved to a different fate, the laft of thefe 
empires, the fuceeflor and reprefentative of 
the three, former ; which prophecy foretold 
- that it was not only to be broken, as the 
Jewifh polity, but that every trace and vef- 
tige of it fhould vanifh as a fpedtre from the 
earth, and be blown away as chaff. That de¬ 
partment in the prophetic fyftem, which re- 
/ lates to the future fate and fortunes of this 
new and fpiritual kingdom of the ftone, fell 
efpecially to the fhare of the prophet Daniel, 
whole prophetic words in his declaration of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream are exa£Uy corre- 
fpondent to this figure, “ Thou fa weft, till 
** that a ftone was cut out. without hands, 

“ 'which fmote the irpage upon his feet of iron 
“ and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then 
** was the iron, the clay, the brafs, the filver, 

“ and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 
“ became like the chaff of the fummer threfhing 
“ fioors ; and the wind carried them away y 
Q^jt “ that . 
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“ that no plaee was foundfor them *and in 
the interpretation which dire&ly follows, as 
trati dated by the LXXII, the prophet explains 
thefe lad words by \ntftri<ret, the very word 
which our Lord employs *. 

Of thefe three prophecies relating to his 
Gofpel, to which Chrift gave a confirmation 
and extenfion, the two former have been com¬ 
pletely and wonderfully fulfilled, in the rejec¬ 
tion of the Jews, and the diffolution of their 
polity} and no inconfiderable portion of the 
third has met with its completion in the hif- 
tory of the world. For, of the three great 
prophetic empires, the Babylonifh, the Medo- 
Perfian, and the Macedonian, no more trace 
or veftige hath remained for many ages, than 
if they had never exifted; and in regard to 
the fourth, which is - the Roman in its full 
extent. Imperial and Papal, it has been long 
upon the wain, and feems to be vanifhing as 

a fhadow from the globe : when the “ done 

% 

“ that fmote the image will become a moun- 
“ tain, and fill the whole earth ; when the 
“ kingdoms of the world fhall become the 
“ kingdoms of the Lord and of his Ohrid f ; 

4 Daniel ii. 34., 35. 

e Daniel ii. 44. Au<r 7 tjcre« 0 flsof r« s' (icunXiKzv, vh{ 
Itwlwei xxh AIKMHSEI Ixt (3cw»AE»«f. f ibid. 

“ But 
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“ But the vifion is yet for an appointed time; 
“ but in the end it will fpeak and not lie 8 .’* 
Inftead of putting a new fenfe upon the 
word by which the figure was loft, 

had tranflators only rendered it literally and 
directly, that uniformity would have been 
preferved, which is the true key of interpre¬ 
tation h : and, inftead of having recourfe to 
conjecture and invention in order to remove 
the difficulty of the paflage which arifes from 
a falfe tratiflation, commentators would have 
been led to its juft interpretation in the book 
of Daniel; and one Qf the moft important and 
extenfive prophecies of our Lord would not 
have been loft to our underftanding for many 
ages 1 . 

An 

* Habakkuk ii. 3. 

* Inde hoc faltem collegi poteft, uno eodemque vocabulo 
Graecum fcriptorem uti; ideoque locum unum cum altero 
conferri debere. Hen. §leph. Praef. in Nov. Teft. 

1 Our Northern tranflator of the Gofpels is a ftrong advo¬ 
cate for Variety , as a qualification of fcriptural tranflation; 
by wfiich he muft frequently facrifice that Uniformity of words 
and phrafes, which is here contended for. In labouring at 
this variety, he has given us no promifing fpecimen of his 
franilation in the place before us: for he is not only guilty 
of the fame fault with his.predeceffors in departing from the 
tfter^l rendering, but, in his love of variety, he has differed 

Q. 3 front* 
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, An unprejudiced , a literal , a faithful\ and 
an unform tranflation of the whole biblo* 
both Old and New Teftament6, is that learned 
work, which is more earneftly to be defired 
than any other. Befides all other advantages, 

from them all, and is j uft fo much inferior. He has not only 
loft the figure in by rendering it will crujh them to 

pieces^ but that ofoviS^doS’no’sloii too, by tranflating it bruifed 
inftead of brobtn ; by which the prophetic meaning is totally 
dcftroyed. His Differtations promife better: and I hope 
his rendering of this paflage i9 not a true fpecimen of ijiis 
work; as it is, in eyery refpe£t, much inferior to the old. 
tranflation. The fymbol, which had been employed by 
Moles, David, Iiaiah, Zachariah, St. Paul, and Chrift him- 
felf, to reprefent the kingdom of the Gofpel, the old tranf- 
Jators have dignified by the proper article the Stone y \)j which 
it is rendered particular and fuperemintnt $ but the abpve 
tranilator has diminiflied it into a Stone , making it general 
and common . In our Lord’s predi&ion of the rejedtion of 
the Jews and the call of the Gentiles, the words xa* iri 
QuvfAoim tv o<f)9aX/AOi5 which the old tranflation ren¬ 
dered, and it is marvellous in our eyes , he has rendered, and 
we behold it with admiration . Now wonder or furprife , 
exprcfled by marvellous , is one idea, and admiration , though 
akin, is quite another, having in it a mixture of love and 
approbation : in which light the Jews, of whom the words 
are fpoken, could not be fuppbfed to view their Own 
reje&ion. 

this 
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this would do more in reconciling parties and 
perfuafions in religion) by laying a foundation 
of one true interpretation of fcripture, and in 
bringing them together into one fold under 
one ihepherd (a confummation by all Chrif- 
tians devoutly to be wifhed !), than any other 
human expedient. In the execution of this 
great work the books of the Hebrew Scrips 
tures cannot be too minutely fludied, too ek- 
tenfively collated, and too accurately com¬ 
pared : aud the Septuagint, which is a fafe 
and general guide to the knowledge of them 
all, ihould never be neglected. It fhould, 
indeed, be particularly confulted, and attended 
to through the whole of the fcriptural tranf- , 
lation, as forming the general model of the 
work. When the Old Teftament has been 
thus cqnfiftently and uniformly tranflated, it 
will prepare the way for the execution of what 
remains: for the tranflation of the New Tef¬ 
tament Ihould he engrafted upon that of the 
Old; and made a part of the fame whole 
through the medium of the Septuagint. 

As this is a work to be defired and con¬ 
tended for by Chriftians of all denominations; 
jp the preparation for it the learned of all 

countries 
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countries fhould concur, and in the execution 
of it thofe of every communion fhould unite 
their labours. Too much learning cannot be 
employed, if feafoned >with humility, too 
much fagacity cannot be exerted, if tempered 
with fobriety, too much judgment cannot be 
exercifed, if conduced with difcretion. In 
this important undertaking all party opinions 
•fhould be loft in ohlivion: otherwife, inftead 
-of one, we fhall have as many bibles, as there 
are fe£ts. Certain rules fhould be enafted 
and religioufly obferved: for if men be left at 
.large to tranflate the bible with the fame ca¬ 
pricious tafte and variety of genius by which 
they tranflate other books j we fhall have as 
many texts as men employed, and as many 
ftyles as geniufes. The bible, which is one 
confiftent body of light and truth, will be more 
varied in its meaning and metamorphofed in its 
form, than any other book j in proportion as 
it is more different in its authors, more vari¬ 
ous in its language, more myfterious in its 
fenfe, more complex in its defign, apd moce 
important in its end« 
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In this chapter I have attempted a compen¬ 
dious Iketch of The right use of Reason 
in Matters of Religion, as a general 
out-line of the Study of Divinity. 

So far from fuperfeding the exercife of 
Reason, Theology, we fee, opens the largeft, 
the richeft, and the moft various field for its 
cultivation; in which all the powers and pro¬ 
vinces of the Understanding, the Will, 
and the Imagination, are engaged. And to 
prevent error in this vaft and various walk of 
fcience, which is more eafy and more ufeful 
than to correft it, a general remedy will be to 
mark diftindlly the different offices of Reafon 
as it advances from one ftage to another in 
rearing the edifice of the Chriftian Faith. 

1. The Divine Teftimony or Record, the 
Principle of Theology, is contained in a book 
prefenting a certain form of words: and to trace 
Reafon up the afcending fcale, in the reverie 
pf the order purfued in the preceding pages, 
its firft office is to enquire into the hijtory of 
that book—The Authenticity of the holy 
gcriptures. 

?. This 
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2. This book profefles to have been writ¬ 
ten by men divinely abided and infpired, and 
of courfe infallible in what they wrote; a fe- 
cond office is, therefore, to inquire into the 
truth of this Infpiration —The Authority 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

3. This Book is found to contain a num¬ 
ber of truths do&rinal and moral, which are 
called myfteries, and which are aflerted to be 
the immediate didates of God himfelf; and, 
to evince this great point to men, a number 
of fupernatural Titfa and Evidences are infe-> 
parably conneded with thefe Myfteries, fo 
that if the former were true, the latter mud 
be fo; a third office of Reafon, is, therefore, 
to examine thefe Tefts and Evidences—The 
Divinity of the Holy Scriptures. 

4. This book was written and early tranf- 
lated in ancient languages, and has its meaning 
conveyed, and often couched and concealed, 
in particular Styles and fofms of writing; and 
a fourth office is, to underftand thefe ancient 
Languages, and to unfold thefe peculiar Styles 
r— The Interpretation of the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures. 

$• And 
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5. And as this Book was given for the pfe 
and advantage of all Nations , a fifth office of 
Reafon in matters of Religion is fo to convert 
it into different Languages, that it may be 
rightly and properly underftood by thofe who 
fpeak them—The Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

When thefe feveral offices are duly exe¬ 
cuted, the edifice of Theology is complete, 
Reafon rcfigns to Faith, which takes imme¬ 
diate pofleffion, and embraces at once, with 
an implicit and firm affent, all the contents 
pf this myfterious Book. They are as the 
Principles of truth, which rejedt all diredt at¬ 
tempts to judge, to compare, or to account 
for them. They are not the Pojita of Philo- 
fophers; but the Placita of God. 

6 >. But though Reafon 'may not diredtly in¬ 
trude into the temple of Faith, which fhe 
hath thus eredted, it is her farther duty, as 
the handmaid of Religion, to honour this queen 
of heaven with all attention and obfervance, 
to contemplate her excellence, to illuftrate 
her dodtrines, to promote her interefts, to 
behold her fair beauty, and to bring all her 
children, the arts and fciences, to minifter 

in 
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in her courts. And, as her Precepts or jfto- 
ral duties are delivered as the immediate will 
of God, a further office is, to propofe them 
to the will of men with all the advantage of 
their truth and excellence feconded by all the 
powers of perfuafion—The Morality of 
the Holy Scriptures. 

In all which various offices of Theological 
Reafoning, which is different in the aggregate 
from every other kind, a found undemanding 
and a good heart will be found more ufeful and 
propitious guides than Mood and Figure, 
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CHAP. III. 

Of Theological Truth. 

T HUS, the prize cannot be won with¬ 
out labour in the race: and, when 
the prize is won, though, in its principle, in 
its utility, and in its end. Theological 
Truth tranfcend every other kind, in pro¬ 
portion as the heaven is higher than the earth; 
yet, derived as it is into the human under- 
ftanding through fuch a various and compli¬ 
cated train of Reafoning, and viewed in its 
juft logical proportion, it is not only different 
from all others, but inferior in its force 
and evidence. Its objects are not only re¬ 
moved from the apprehenfion of all Senfe, but 
many of them are placed out of the compre-' 
henfion of all Intellect. Though its moral 
evidence be ftrong and convincing, that is not 

of 
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of itfelf fufficient to fupport its claim: and 
. the fcene in which its external evidences were 
difplayed to men, on which its authority 
mainly refls, has been fluffed for many ages. 
However divine and infallible in itfelf, the 
Teftimony of God is conveyed through the 
channel of human tradition, and made de¬ 
pendent on the fallible fupport of the Tejli- 
mony of men: and the fubftance of this truth 
itfelf, as recorded and conveyed to us, is a 
matter of various and difficult interpretation . 

The aflent by which this lingular fpecies 
of Truth, fo fuperior in its intrinlic worth, 
but fo inferior in its logical conlideration, is 
- diftinguilhed by the name of Faith , which, 
however tranfcendent both in its origin and 
in its end, is humbled by the means through 
which it takes pofleflion of the mind j and is, 
by that very circumftance, rendered, “ the 
* greateft of all virtues.*' 

If this Truth be of fuch univerlal and im- 
menfe importance, why, it may be afiked, 
does its omnifcient author, whofe mercies 
are over all his works, keep it lo much con¬ 
cealed from men ? Why are its do&rines fo 

myfterious ? 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



of Truth, 239 

myfterious ? Why are its evidences put at fo 
great a diftance from our view, and made lb 
painful and laborious in the acquilition ? Why 
is the written word fo obfcure and concealed, 
couched in parabolical expreffion, and involved 
in fymbols and emblematic figures ? and why 
is the conviction refulting from the whole of 
revelation fo much weaker and logically infe¬ 
rior to that of the other kinds of truth, which 
are much lefs univerfal in their ufe, and much 
lels important in their end ? Other truths can 
only lead men with comfort and advantage 
through the prefent tranlitory life; this pro- 
fefles to open them a paflage and to enfure 
them a portion in a future and a better, 
which will be permanent: and why, rejoins 
the mathematician, is it not founded on prin¬ 
ciples as felf-evident, why is it not fo clearly 
and ealrly to be deduced, and why is it not 
crowned with as ftrong and full conviction, 
as my demonftrations ?—And the fame ques¬ 
tions may be put by the patrons and profeflors 
of all other parts of learning in their turn. 
They may jointly demand—Why does this 
celeftial knowledge, which flows immedi¬ 
ately from the fountain of light and truth, 

derive 
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derive from him fuch weak and clouded 
beams, as to fhine upon the human mind 
through a denfer and more complex medium 
than any other ? > 

To thefe queftions one general anfwer 
might fuffice. That Truth, like every thing 
elfe, is of many and different kinds, each of 
which has it its own proper nature, by which 
it is adapted to the particular ufe and end for 
which it was defigned: that this difference, 
in whatever it may confifi, cannot operate to 
the reje&ion of any; but that all, of what¬ 
ever kind, are equally entitled to the reafon- 
able affent of the human mind, for which they 
were intended, though not operating with equal 
degrees of evidence: that ethical is not to be 
exploded becaufe it is not phyfical, nor phy- 
fical becaufe it is not mathematical: and that 
the ufes and ends, which they are feverally 
calculated to anfwer, are by no means in pro¬ 
portion to their, ftrength and brightnefs : that 
it is, therefore, incumbent on all reafonable 
men, inftead of preferring the conditions on 
which Truth is to be received, to embrace it 
with gratitude upon the terms on which it is 
given; valuing it according to the meafure of 

its 
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its utility; and refolving its different appear¬ 
ance and effedt into the reafon of Him who 
gave it, whether that reafon can be known 
or not. 

But, befide this general anfwer, a fpecial 
one may be made from the End which Theo¬ 
logical Truth has profefledly in view ; from 
which we may infer an obvious reafon, why 
. it is conftituted what it is. 

Future Happinefs, in the more immediate 
fruition of the Deity, exalted by his prefence 
and crowned by his love, is the end of that 
Faith by which this truth is to be embraced. 
Frequent and explicit are the declarations of 
holy fcripture, that the “ pure in heart (hall 
“ fee God k ,” and that “ without holinefs 
“ no man fhall fee the Lord *” It is there¬ 
fore neceffary that this purity of heart , which 
is fo indifpenfable to the end, fhould become 
an ingredient of the mean, which is deftined 
to open the way and to lead men to it. In 
order, therefore, to give Faith this purifying 
influence over the heart, the Truth, which 
is its object, is withdrawn from the fuller and 
more immediate view of the underftanding. 
k Mai. v. 8. 1 Heb. xii. 14. 

Vol. II. R By 
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By this divine expedient an intermediate 
difcipline is inftituted, in which all the beft 
affections of the heart are voluntarily dis¬ 
played, and all the moral virtues exercifed/ 
in the a£t of embracing, honouring, and obey¬ 
ing, the truth. 

In this fhort probationary ftage of being, 
men are only in the infancy of their exiftence; 
and, to train them up to a maturity of moral 
virtue in which their manhood is to cotlfift, 
:they are appointed to “ walk by faith, and not 
“ by fight.” In the whole of his religions 
difpenfation, therefore, he is “ a God that 
• “ hideth himfelfand the Search of hinadh 
his world of Grace, is calculated by his wif- 
dom to call into adtion every gendrous difpo- 
fition and virtuous inclination of the hearf, 
which is devoted to religion. The talkbof 
making its firft offering at the fhrine of Faith 
may be painful and laborious ; for all the evil 
affe&ions, which (land in the way, are ifirft 
to be removed. By exerciSe and habit, how¬ 
ever, it will become not only eafy but de¬ 
lightful ; till the pleafure which refults, in¬ 
dependent of the reward, will amply repay 
the labour. 

In 
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In the inftitution, therefore, of this proba¬ 
tionary Difcipline , fo requifite to the end, we 
'have an adequate folution of all the objections 
which can be made to the difficulty and oh- 
Icurity of Theological Truth. He, whofe 
iuperabundaut love undertook all that was 
requifite to be done, in the reconciliation be¬ 
tween God and man, who had the exclu- 
five privilege of * knowing what is in man,* 
and who treated him according to his nature, 
{aw the neceffity of this difcipline, and adapted 
the condition of his religion to it: which, we 
may conclude, could not have taken place, 
had the Truths of Theology been any other, 
or unfolded in any other way, than what they 
are ; and had the Faith by which they are to 
be embraced, been a different fpecies of 
aflent. 

'. ' ! v • 

Were the evidences and objects of our moft 
holy Faith placed upon a level with thofe of 
Senle, this moral difcipline, fo neceflary to 
the end in view, would be removed from 
earth; and other evil confequences would have 
enfued to mankind in general. 

Being as full, and obvious, and eafy to be 
evinced, as thofe of many other kinds of truth, 

R 2 the 
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the evidences of religion would force the con- 
- viftion of the underftanding independently of 
the will, without calling forth the exereile of 
thofe moral virtues, by which alone man is 
qualified for all the fublime offices of religion* 
and deferving its reward. Retting upon fuch 
proofs as invite no fpontaneous defire or emo¬ 
tion of the mind, and require no application 
of induftry or labour of difcuffion, and attend 
ing to fuch truths as are obvious of themfelves 
and eafy of admiffion, Faith would not be 
what it was intended : it would be a very eafy 
and fuperficial accompliffiment, in the exer- 
cife of which, though the underftanding 
might be improved, the heart would Have 
fmall concern; and though an intelle&ual, it 
could not be a moral, virtue. It could not be 
the condition of a Religion whofe criterion; is 
hdinefsy and which is accommodated to pyery 
character and defcription of men. 

But, from the conftitution of Theologifc 
Truth. Faith becomes a moral, more than an 
intellectual, virtue; more the voluntary otters 
ing of the heart, than the neceffary refult of 
the underftanding. The evidences of religion 
are not fo overpowering as to compel thpa$pi\t 
8 • of 
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of all: they are only made fufficient for the 
rational cqnvi&ion of every candid and well- 
difpofed, and for the religious -conduct of 
every virtuous and willing, mind. And thus 
it is that Faith, being a moral virtue, is equally 
accommodated to all men, and that its reward 
is equally laid open to their enjoyment. 

To fearch and to know the truth by which 
they are to be faved, is, indeed, the duty of 
every one: it is, however, experimentally 
known that, according to the oeconomy of 
this-world, and the condition of human life, 
all do not enjoy equal opportunities, all are not 
Weft with equal powers. As the end of Fait-h 
is, however, equally the privilege of all; it 
is foconftituted, that they who feek the truth 
with diligence and defire, with a humble and 
willing mind, and with a hope full of immor¬ 
tality, according to the advantages they en¬ 
joy; and make it, when found, the rule o!f 
their religious conduct, will be entitled to all 
its benefits. And, the objedts of Faith, which 
men are commanded to embrace with the 
firmeft truft and confidence, on the authority 
of him “ that beareth witnefs,” are many 
of them concealed from the raoft learned in- 
R 3 veftigatioh 
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veftigation and the moft penetrating eye: fo 
that, in the houfehold of Faith, the learned and 
the unlearned are eventually put on equal 
terms, and may jointly exclaim in admira- 
ration, “ Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
“ unbelief.” 

Thus, Faith is not fo much to know , as 
to embrace , the truth : and to all, whofe 
minds are willing and well-difpofed, the evi¬ 
dences of religion, after fuch a probationary 
and preparatory difcipline, will be abundantly 
fufficient, and its objects will be fufficiently 
clear, to enfure that falvation which is the 
end of Faith ; but to all others, however fu- 
perior and excellent their knowledge, they will 
prove, as they were intended, totally in- 
fufficient. 

. Were their evidences as eafy and obvious, 
the truths of religion would, by the vulgar, 
be held in fimilar eftimation with the com¬ 
moner truths of common life; fubje£t to that 
indignity and negleft fhewn to whatever is of 
eafy acquifition and common ufe. To the 
learned they would not afford that extenfive 
field, for theexercife of reafon, in which all 
the a&ive virtues of the mind and imagination 
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are put in motion, and fupported, by the beft 
affeftions and exertions of the will. And, 
were the objects of Faith revealed in all their 
glory, were the heavenly manfions difplayed 
to view, all the powers of intellect would be 
loft in exftatic wonder. Inftead of being em¬ 
ployed in thofe'duties and occupations hecef- 
fary to their exiftence and accommodation 
here, the faculties of men would be abft rafted 
from all thofe earthly objefts and concerns, 
with which they are connected. Inftead of 
employing themfelves in thofe offices, which 
are adapted to their probationary ftate, as in¬ 
habitants of this earth, and by which they 
are to be prepared to become inhabitants of 
heaven, they would be led to undervalue and 
defpife them, in the anticipation of that fupe- 
rior and celeftial ftate, before they were qua¬ 
lified for its enjoyment. 

Thus, though the aflent which accompa¬ 
nies the conviftion of all the other kiuds of 
truth, be only a virtue of the underftanding, 
conftituting the Wifdom which is human; 
Faith is of the Wifdom which is divine, which 
is ‘ firft pure, then perfect,’ penetrating the 
R 4 heart 
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heart and fubduing its affedtions. This purity 
of heart , which atone can qualify men to fee 
and to enjoy their maker in the intercourfe of 
his love, is the great object which religion 
invariably holds in view, and which it every 
where promotes. The nature of its evidences, 
the fublimity of its dodtrines, the excellence 
of its precepts, the perfeftion of its examples, 
its regenerating grace—every part ofthe Chrif- 
tian fyftem has a diredt tendency to improve 
the heart and to perfedt moral virtue. The 
image of God, that celeftial charadter, origi¬ 
nally impreffed on the human mind, how¬ 
ever injured and effaced, it is the bufinefs of 
religion to repair, and to reftore, after a courfe 
of probationary difcipline, to more, than prif- 
tine beauty. 


In confequence of this inferiority of Theqjlo- 
gic Truth, that fuch is the true nature of 
that Faith, which, in the adt of embracing it 
with a fulL confidence and affent, becomes the 
greatefi of virtues, is flrikingly apparent from 
the different difpenfation of religious infor¬ 
mation to men in different circumftanqes and 

ages 
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ages of the world—to thofe holy men of old, 
in refped of the diftant objeds of the faith 
by which they were juftified—to the Jpo/lles 
and more immediate witnejjes of Chrift—and to 
ourfelves in thefe diftant times. 

To meft placed in fuch very, different fixa¬ 
tions Theologic Truth appeared with a very 
different afped, a? viewed from different 
points: notwithstanding which, the whole 
religious oeconomy is fo wonderfully adjufted, 
that the Faith, by which it is entertained, and 
by which they are to be juftified together, is 
-1 in all the felf-fame virtue, interefting the will 
as much as engaging the intelled, and addrefled 
to the heart more diredly than to the under- 
ftanding. 

t. Though the evidences of a fupernatural 
interpofition were difpenfed with a liberal 
hand through the patriarchal ages, the celejf- 
tial light fhone upon them as in a dark, and 
from a diftant, place; and the objeds of their 
feith could be feen only as through an indif- 
tind and clouded medium. Excepting that 
which regulated their moral condud, all other 
religious inftrudion was wrapped up in a 
, figurative 
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figurative and aenigmatical cover, and made 
inacceffible, in its moft important fenfe, by 
the apprehenfion even of thole through whole 
mouth it came. Relying upon a Promfe 
delivered, at firft, in obfcure and general 
terms, and exhibited, in future generations, 
under fuch types and figurative reprefenta- 
tions, as were only a lhadow of better things 
to come m , their Faith was founded on a truft 
in God refulting from their piety and virtue. 
Under this dark and dubious cloud, which 
nothing but the perlbnal riling of the fun of 
righteoufnefs could effectually difpel after the 
laple of many ages, the holy men of old were 
placed; and their Faith was only ‘ the.fub- 
4 fiance of a future hope,’ deriving that ex¬ 
cellent quality, by which it was fo triumph¬ 
ant, from that obedience and pious refignation 
by which it was accompaniedAlthough, 
to their dim and imperfeCt fight, “ clouds 
44 and darknefs were round about him,” they 
refted in a confident aflurance, which their 
virtue had fupplied, that “ righteoufnefs and 
“ judgment were the habitation of his throne.” 

“ See Col. ii. 17. Heb. viii. 5. x. 1. 

B See xi. chap. Heb. 

Prophecy 
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Prophecy was the principal mean of reli¬ 
gious inftru&ion in thefe early ages. This 
was delivered in a myfterious and ^enigmatical 
ihape, that it might afford exercife to the 
moral faculties and voluntary difpofitions of 
the willing and well-difpofed; and that, whilft 
it was calculated to be the teft of truth, it 
might be, at the fame time, the reward of 
virtue. Of this fublime intention of the in- 
fpirer we have a full and unequivocal affurance 
in the angel’s reply to the prophet Daniel, 
who was kept in ignorance of the very pre¬ 
dictions he was commiffioned to pronounce. 
** And I heard,” faid the prophet, “ but I 
“ underftood not: then faid I, O my Lord, 
“ what (hall be the end of thefe things ? And 
“ he faid. Go thy way Daniel; for the words 
“ are clofed up and fealed to the time of the 
“ end. Many fhall be purified and made 
“ white, a.nd tried ; but the wicked fhall do 
“ wickedly: none of the wicked fhall under- 
“ ftand; but the wife fhall underftand °.” 

The faith of Abraham {lands forward as a 
prominent example, and will ever remain a 
fplendid monument, of his virtue. Dark ia 

• Daniel xii. 8, 9, 10. 

its 
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its evidence and diftant in its object, it was 
fanftified by his ready and unreferved obe*- 
dience to the will of God ; and from thence 
accounted to him for righteoufnefs.” By 
virtue of fuch a Faith he was denominated 
“ The Righteous,” and conftituted “ The 
“ Father of the Faithful,” of all the religious 
in all future ages, who believe and obey after 
his example, and who, in participation of his 
future reward, will be “ bleft with faithful 
“ Abraham p .” As a temporal reward for that 
lingular and magnanimous inftance of fuch & 
Faith difplayed in ftretching his fon upon the 
altar, the Almighty, indeed, indulged the 
aged patriarch, in the illuftrious aft, with an 
indireft and diftant view of that future day, 
. when the whole myftery of his faith was to 
* be evolved in the perfonal facrifice of his Son 
upon the crofs X For as, on the part of 
Abraham, this was the raoft fignal example 
of obedience; fo, on the part of God, ft was 
a fignal inftance of the language of prophetic 
aftion, which was interpreted by Chrift: him- 
felf, in that fingular declaration, by which 
the Jews were fo much offended, and by 

f See Gal. chap. iii„ 9 See Gen. chap. xxii. 

which 
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which commentators have been as much con¬ 
founded—“ Your father Abraham rejoiced 
“ to fee my day, and he faw it, and was 
“ glad r .” 

Had the information and conviftion of the, 
underftanding been the foie, or, indeed, the 
main, object, in the intention of the infpirer 
in thefe early ages; inftead of delivering his 
religious information in fuch a dark and myf- 
terious form, he would have adopted a mode 
of fdpernatural communication more imme¬ 
diate and direct: but He, who had determined 
by an unalterable decree, that “ without 
“ holinefs no man fliould fee him,” had a 
farther and greater end in view. Religious 
inftru&ion was communicated in fuch a way 
and with fuch qualifications, as to excite the 
defires, to exercife the induftry, and to im¬ 
prove the virtue, of thefe venerable men: ip 
that the firft and bed offering which they 
made to religion, became the neceilary offer¬ 
ing of the heart. s 

Such was the nature of that holy Faith, by 
which “ the elders obtained a good report,” 
anticipating its obje£t in dark and didant prof- 
r John viii. 56. 

pe&s. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



254 The Chart and Scale 

pefts, but full of pious affe&ioh, anxious de* 
lire, and holy truft. And, after enumerat¬ 
ing an illuftrious phalanx of faints and mar¬ 
tyrs, who were juftified by this faith, the 
Apoftle has given a reafon why they w'ere 
'withheld from the enjoyment of the Promile, 
rood encouraging to the virtue, and flatter¬ 
ing to the hope, of the partakers of fuch^a 
faith, in all times fince it was fulfilled. “ God 
** having provided fome better thing for us* 
“ that they without us Ihould not be made 
“ perfeft 5 but that the whole family and 
houfehold of the faithful, in every age, as chil¬ 
dren of their father Abraham, Ihould be jufti¬ 
fied together. t ; 

2. The circumftances and fituation of things 
at the advent of Chrift, and his condu£t' and 
that of his Apoftles in preaching the gofpel, 
will afford us more ample illuftration of-the 
true genius of Faith. ' 

His divine commiffion was opened by an 
illuftrious prophet fpecially fent to prepare the 
way for his reception, by preaching- “ the 
u baptifm of repentance,* 1 ' or the internal 

* Heb. xi. 40. 

purgation . 
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purgation of the heart, as the prelude to that 
external baptifm which is emblematical of it, 
and which he, therefore, ordained to be the, 
initiating rite of his religion. 

On affunjing his prophetic chara&er, he 
firft addreffed himfelf to thofe learned Jews, 
who, from the fuperiority of their ftation and 
the ritual offices which they filled, ought to 
have been prepared to receive him as the Mef- 
fiah, both by hearts purified after the infti- 
tutian of the Law, and by the application of 
Prophecies fulfilled in him, to which it was 
their office to attend. Wanting, however, 
the .firft qualification, they became totally loft 
to the fecond. By a perverfion of judgment 
the moft obftinate and vicious, they were led 
to mifinterpret the obvious meaning of their 
prophets: and when he difplayed before their 
eyes the moft ftupendous miracles, ** their 
“ hearts being hardened * through the deceit- 
“ fulnefs of fin,” their underftandings revolted 
from the conviction of the double light". 
Their Faith was blafted by an obduracy of 
mind, the effedl of many grofs and habitual 
vices, particularly the predominant one of 

* John xii. 40. u John xii. 37, 38. 

pride, 


Digitized by LjOoq le 



256 The Chart and Scale 

pride, and that of the moft inveterate fpecies 
——the pride of knowledge. Wanting that 
charity which alone could edify, their know¬ 
ledge was vain and puffed up. The vices of 
the heart obftrufted the light of the under- 
ftanding, «* therefore,” faith the beloved apof- 
tle, “ they could not believe which won¬ 
derful perverfion of all the faculties of the hu¬ 
man mind in rejecting his Gofpel, was an 
event fo lingular and important as to be the 
fubjeft of a fignal prophecy, by which it was 
converted into an evidence of the very truth 
which it rejected. “ That the faying of 
“ Efaias might be fulfilled. He hath blinded 
** their eyes and hardened their heart, that 
“ they fhould not fee with their eyes, nor 
“ underftand with their heart, and be con- 
verted, and I fhould heal them V* 

Habitual goodnefs of difpofition was the 
object of his fearch, and the only fubjeft of 
his improvement. To try whether their 
faith could have its foundation laid in vir¬ 
tue, he delivered his faving truths under the 
cover of parables w , that he might provoke 

v John xu. 40. See Rom. x. 2r. 
w See Matth. xiii. and Mark iv. 

their 
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their voluntary endeavours to under ft and. 
Had he given them in open terms, their divine 
power, fupported by the miracles by which 
they were confirmed, would have difarmed 
their obftinacy, and they would have been 
converted and healed by a compulfive power, 
in oppofitioii to their will, contrary to the 
whole intent of his religion. But, by couch¬ 
ing them under parables, he held them in re- 
ferve, fo “ that feeing they might lee, and not 
“ perceive, and hearing they might hear, and 
“ not underftand V* 

From fuch unpromifing fubjefts of a holy 
Faith he turned his attention to others of an 
oppofite defcription, with this fevere and 
pointed fentence, “ For judgment am I come 
“ into the world, that they which fee not, 
“ might fee ; and they which fee, might be 
“ made blipd y .” Thefe were thofe humble 
characters, who were poflefled of the firft, 
but who had no great pretenfion to the fe- 
cond, qualification of a rational faith : in 
whom he fulfilled another prophecy, by 
“ being found of them that fought him not; 
** and being made manifeft to them that aiked 

* Mark iv. 12. 1 John ix. 39. 1 

Vol. II. S “ not 
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“ not after him 1 .” Their minds, though 
uninformed, were well-difpofed; though ig¬ 
norant, unprejudiced; though weak, yet in¬ 
nocent. Poflefled, in a Efficient degree, of 
thefirft and more eHential qualification, they 
were prefer fubjeCts of a kingdom to be 
founded and administered in righteoufnefs: 
and, under the care and discipline of fuch a 
matter, they would in time acquire the fecond, 
by having their underftahding enlarged and 
Strengthened. From his miracles they ac¬ 
knowledged, with an ingenuous candour, his 
divine authority. By Shewing themfelves 
ready to obey him and willing to be instructed, 
they poSTefled the neceflary qualifications to 
be his difciplcs. ** He that hath my com- 
“ mandments and keepeth them, I will love 
“ him, and will manifeft myfelf to him 9 .” If 
“ any man will do his will, he Shall know of 
** the do&rine whether it be of God b .” 

But, however open their hearts and willing 
to obey, their minds were weak ind tender: 
hb, therefore, difeiplined them with the moft 
attentive; caution, left, by alarming their ap- 
' iprehehfiatas, he Should Subvert or . check l thofe 

* Rom. Ki 20. . * John xiv. 21. b jiahhrii. 17. 

virtues 
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virtues which were to he of voluntary growth; 
improving by degrees the one, and ftrengtheh- 
ing by degrees the other. He did not unfold 
to them all at once the myfteries of his king¬ 
dom, unable as they were to underftand fuch 
deep, or to bear fuch difmal, truths. To 
excite in them, however, a voluntary curio- 
fity and defire to be informed, and, at the 
lame time, to conceal from them, till they 
were ftrengthened and prepared for its recep¬ 
tion, the awful fubjeCts of his information, 
he taught them in parables: and, after they 
had fufficiently employed the beft affections of 
the mind in a virtuous endeavour to know 
their meaning, thofe which he had delivered 
in public before the Scribes and Pharifees, he 
explained to them in private, as they approved 
themfelves “ able to receive them e .” Upon 
their requiring the reafon why he taught un¬ 
der this parabolical difguife, and not openly; 
to encourage them to go on from virtue to 
virtue, he fet them, mean as they were in 
their own efteem, above their haughty teach¬ 
ers. “ To you it is given to know the myf- 
“ teries of the kingdom of heaven; but to 
• Mark iv. 2. 

S 2 “ them 
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“ them in parables *,’* to ftigmatize their ob 
ftinacy, to punifh their vice, and to con¬ 
found their pride. And, to illuftrate this 
important point of the progreffive difeipline 
and voluntary eftablifliment of his kingdom 
in the heart, he delivered two expreflive para¬ 
bles ; that of the Sower e , and that of the 
Talents f . 

After the chofen tweive were fufficiently 
difeiplined and confirmed, he commiffioned 
them to preach the kingdom of God with 
power, and “ appointed Seventy others alfo 

to go before his face into every city and 
“ place whither he himfelf ihould come 8 :” 
and, when thefe humble inftruments told him, 
on their return, of their fuccefs in preaching 
the Gofpel and the progrefs they had made 
in Faith, “ in that hour Jefus rejoiced in 
** fpirit and faid, I thank thee, O Father, 

Lord of heaven ahd earth, that thou haft 
“ hidden thefe things from the wife and pru- 
“ dent, and revealed them unto babes: even 

* Matt. xiii. 13, 14. 

* Matt. xiii. 3 to 23. and Luke viii. 4 to 15. 

'Matt. xxv. 14 to 30. and Luke xix. 11 to 27. 

* Luke*. 1. 

“ fo, 
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“ fo, O Father j for fo it feemeth good in 
“ • thy fight 

♦ He could have opened their underftaftding 
in an inftant, and have filled it with all know-- 
ledge : but, “ knowing what is in man, and 
“ whereof he is made,” he treated him ae- 
a rational and moral being, leaving the mind 
to its own voluntary motion, to fumifli itfelf 
with virtue, to ftrengthen in goodnefs, and 
to grow in grace. As it improved in virtue, 
he increafed its knowledge: the latter of 
which, without the former, was no qualifi¬ 
cation of a religion which is holy and unde¬ 
filed. Failing of this moral improvement fo 
indifpenfable to a found and faving Faith, after 
all the wonders he had feen, and the divine 
inftrudtions he had received, one of the 
Twelve fell an unhappy vidtim to this im¬ 
portant truth. Even the Eleven, who con¬ 
tinued faithful torthe end, were fuffered, for 
the fame moral purpofes, to remain in igno¬ 
rance of the true nature of his fpiritual king¬ 
dom, till after his refurredtion ’. Knowing, 
however, that they were veflels feafoned and 
prepared, by a long courfe of fevere and try- 

»J.ukex. 21. ‘See Matt. xx. 21. and Ads i, 6. 
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ing difcipline, for its full reception; at laflr 
he poured upon them his Holy Spirit, to open 
their understanding, and to lead them into all 
truth. 

* * 

Such was that Difciplipe by which the 

Apoftles were trained, through fcenesof darlc- 
nefs gradually enlightened, in a virtuous and 
holy Faith, by the hand of Chrift himfelf: 
and his example towards them they followed 
m their conduct towards others, obfervmg on 
all occafions the great rule of Faith which he 
had delivered—** Whofoever hath, to him 
“ Ihall be given, and he fhall have more 
** abundance; but whofoever hath not, from 
** him lhall be taken away even that he 
“ hath V* 

3. Whether it be that of the patriarch, 
that of the apoftle, or that of the modern be¬ 
liever ; as it was in the beginning, it will 
continue unto the end: for as there “ is one 
“ Lord, and one Baptifm, fo there is only one 
“ Faith 1 ,” which is the fame virtue in all 

Matt. xiii. 12. & xxv. 29. Luke xviii. 26. 

1 Eph.jv.jj. # 

ages, 
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ages, requiring the fame joint qualifications 
©f heart and underftanding. 

Before the advent of Chrift, -** Faith was 
the fubftanceof things hoped for,” brought' 
into the mind by anticipation: and, fince his 
final departure and the praeternatural operation 
of the Holy Ghoft, it is “ the evidence of 
“ things not feen,’* brought into the mind 
by retrofpeftion It is evermore thie glory 
of our Religion, that it conftitutes a willing 
as well as a reafonable, fervice j and the fit na¬ 
tion and circumftances under which we are 
placed, in thefe diftant times, in regard to its 
truths and evidences* are fuch as render ne- 
ceflary the fame virtuous endeavour and vo¬ 
luntary exertion ; fuch as aroufe every lovely 
affedtion of the mind, in the fearch and adop¬ 
tion of theologic truth; and fuch as confti- 
tute our Faith the fame compounded and ex¬ 
alted virtue. 

The truths of our religion are the fame 
fublime and unfathomable myfteries, to be 
firmly embraeed on the foie authority of the 
word of God: and the evidences of that word 
to us are diftant and indirect. The road to 

V Heb.ii. i, 

S 4 thefe 
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thele evidences is lengthened and laborious, 
where numerous difficulties and obft ruCtions 
are thrown acrofs, to give exertion to the mo¬ 
ral, as well as to the intellectual, powers; that 
the ftudent may improve in virtue as he im- 
proves in knowledge. In this laborious fearch, 
his induftry is excite^, his defies kindled, his 
love promoted. Whether we view him tra¬ 
velling. through the annals of civil and eccle- 
fiaftical hiftory, to prove the authenticity of 
the lacred code; whether we regard him as 
employed in the painful talk of comparing an¬ 
cient manufcripts, copies, editions, and tranf- 
lations, for the purpofe of eftabliftiing an un¬ 
corrupted text; whether he be engaged in 
Collecting the evidences of chriftianity in order 
to deduce the immortal argument from the 
whole; or whether he be interpreting or trans¬ 
lating different parts of the holy fcriptures: 
we behold him traverfing thefe regions of 
various learqing with a breaft throbbing with 
defire, and with a hope full of immortality. 
However deep his erudition and indefatigable 
his induftry, his attention and perfeverance 
will prove unequal to the talk, unlefs ani 7 
mated by the caufe which leads him on. 

Thus 
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Thus difciplined in virtue, whilft he advance s 
in knowledge, and encouraged by the exam* 
pie of thofe pious men, who, in every age, 
have trod the fame learned and laborious walk, 
and are gone before him to receive the wages 
of their virtue, the fame hopes by which they 
were animated enable him to perfevere : and, 
whilft he looks up to them with gratitude and 
veneration for their ufeful labours, he will 
attribute their fuccefs as much to the good- 
nefs of their heart, as to the ftrength of thei? 
\wderftanding, 

But the great glory of our Faith is, that, 
if we turn our eye from the theological ftu* 
dent to the humble believer, who, employed 
in any of the honeft occupations of oivil life, 
reads his bible, or hears it read, who *.* thinks 
'** of the Lord with a good heart, and in fim- 
** plicity of heart feeks him, he will be found 
“ of him that tempts him not, and fheweth 
f‘ himfelf to fuch as do not diftruft him 
It is the peculiar glory of our Faith, that it is 
made for all men, accommodated to the ufej 
and intended for the benefit, of every, clafs an4 
defcription in civil life; that he, who breathes 

* Wifdom i, a. 

with 
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•witha virtuous defire after the prize of His 
chrifthn calling, however ignorant andunin¬ 
formed his head may be, if his heart be good, 
will be accepted “ according to what he 
** hath, and not according to What he hath 
« not V* 

Since the inhabitants of every age and na¬ 
tion Could not poffibly enjoy the evidence of 
Cyc-witneffes, let it be our glory to reft our 
Faith with ftrmnefs on the teftimony of thofe 
-who did ; in the fanguine hope, that the 
greater piety, affiduity, and confidence, we 
exert in the eXercife of our religion, the more 
abundant will be ovur reward. “ Thomas, 
“ hecaufe thdu haft feeti me, thou haft be- 
“ lieved: WefledVe they that have not feen, 
“ and -yet have believed *.” When thofe 
unhappy numbers, who beheld the rtiiracles of 
jfefus, rejeSed his doctrines, and aferibed his 
works to Beelzebub; whilft we, in thefe dif- 
tant -ages, repofe our Faith with confidence 
on the teftimony of others: at a future day, 
this will, doubdefs, redound to their misfor¬ 
tune and to our advantage. “ We are kept 
•‘.by the power of God, through this faith, 

• a Cor. viii. r*. ' John xx. 29. 
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“ unto falvation, ready to be revealed in the 
“ laft time. Wherein we greatly rejoice 
** that the trial of our faith, being much more, 
“ precious than of gold which perilheth 
“ though it be tried with fire, may be found 
“ unto praife, honour, arid glory, at the ap- 
“ pearing of Jefus Chrift, whom having not 
“ feen, we love, in whom, though now we 
“ fee him not, yet believing, we rejoice with 
“ joy unfpeakable, and full of glory; receiv- 
“ ing the end of our faith, the falvation of 
“ our fouls’” 

In every age of the world the Chriftian 
Religion is a fchool of moral difeipfine, ih 
which “ the wicked will do wickedly. None 
“ of the wicked (hall understand; but the 
** wife fhall underftand r .” Had its truths 
and evidences been made to fhine upon the 
Underftanding with that full glare Of light and 
palpable convidlion, which fome have igno-' 
rantly required; they would have forced from 
the wicked his hard and unbelieving heart, 
and rendered it poffible to be a chriftian againft 
the prerogative of his will, in total fubverfion 
both of the end of religion and the nature of 

* i Pet. i. 5, 6 , 7, 8. ' Dan. xii. to. 

man. 
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man. He who “ knows whereof we are 
“ made,*’ hath dealt with his moral agents 
in a way more fuitable to our condition, and 
to the honour of his own government, by 
affording us fuch. a degree of light, as, whilft 
it gives exercife to our liberty and virtue, is 
fully fufficient to convince the willing and 
well-difpofed: but which does not fhine with 
fucli powerful and irrefiftible force, as to con* 
vince thofe, who'** love darknefs rather than 
*# light, becaufe their deeds are evil %” 

Thus, from the nature of Theological 
Truth, it becomes the privilege of Faith to 
be the greateft of virtues, comprehending all 
moral and intelle&ual good, and forming that 
exalted union in which all the virtues of the 
Heart and Underftanding join iq one. It is 
that inviolable bond, in which Truth and 
Charity meet together in that Wispoifl* 
which is oqly from above; whiqh is hr ft pure, 
fubduing the affe^ioqs, and then perfect, ex¬ 
celling all other knowledge: and this Faith, 
by which, in every age, (he is to be “ jufti- 
tied of her children however varied iq 

• Joho-iii. ig. • See J^rft volume, chap. 

■Mjtt. xi. 19. 
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its objedl by circumftance and lituation, is the 
fame quality in all men, more the voluntary 
didtate of the heart, than the neceffary refult 
of the underftanding. 

So pure in her origin, fo progreffive in her 
increafe, and fo perfect in her end, let it re- 
fledt nodilhonour on this Wifdom that Ihe can 
be juftified only of her children, nor difcredit 
on that Faith by which this celeftial virtue is 
entertained, that the names of fome men of 
brilliant parts and fuperior endowments are 
not enrolled under its banners. It is not, that 
they rejedt and difhonour her : it is, that fhe 
rejedts and dilhonours them. Either a cold 
and evil fpirit of unbelief hath chilled the 
heart; or the ftomach is lo vitiated and de¬ 
praved, that it turns the moll wholefome food 
into deadly poifon. Whilft we admire their 
talents and emulate their learning, to thefe 
fplendid monuments of human folly let us 
look up with pity, as our Lord did with tears 
to the temple of Jerufalem, that fuperb edi¬ 
fice eredted for the fervice of the living God, 
and once worthy of his abode; but which was 

then 


V 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



The Chart and Scale 


270 

then defecrated and prophaned, and defined 
£bon to be deftroyed. 

You deift, you free-thinker, you minute 
philofopher, you unbeliever of whatever name, 
however inveterate the prejudices or aban¬ 
doned the habits with which you labour, we 
can truft you with this important queftion, 
“ Which of you convinceth me of fin ?” 
Which of you can impeach the morality of 
the Gofpel ? One advantage you muft allow 
us to enjoy over you in the great utility of its 
precepts and examples, which contribute fo 
much to the happinefs and enjoyment of civil 
life. And to this advantage refulting from 
the “ Charity” of the gofpel, which, we 
know, “ will never fail,” we will join ano¬ 
ther of equal or fuperior moment to our hap¬ 
pinefs, derived from the “ Hope” we have in 
believing, which throws a beam of perpe¬ 
tual comfort over the mind, which cheers 
and enlivens every fcene of life; although 
our faith fhould be a dream, from which, 
when we pafs into the deep of death, we are 
never to awake. For this virtuous, this happy 
dream, which foftens all our cares, alleviates 
all our pains, animates all our joys, whilft we 
5 .are 
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are pafting through this vale of tears and for- 
rows, permit us to look up to the divine 
founder of that faith, with affe&ions of grati¬ 
tude and love. Such a founder you do not 
allow. Suffer us, then, to offer them up to 
God and to his Providence for fo great a 
bleffing. But fbme of you deny that God, 
and more of you his Providence, Convinced 
that if you admit of them, they will too 
powerfully imply the reft. If you will, then, 
take from us every real fource of truft and 
comfort, allow us to look up to heaven and to 
thank our ftars, for the many and great ad¬ 
vantages, even in this, deplorable ftate of 
things, which, by embracing the Gofpel, we 
enjoy above you. But confider, ferioufly con- 
fider, if what you fo much deride, fhould 
eventually prove no dream, how fuperabun- 
dant then will be our joy and confola^ion! 
and how difmal will be your mortification and 
condemnation! 

But “ thanks be to God who hath given 
“ us” not only the advantage, but ** the 

victory,” over you and the world, even 
the victory of our Faith,” “ through our 
“ Lord Jefus Chrift;” which is, indeed, nb 

dream. 
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dream, but a virtuous, a pious, and a reafort- 
able conviction, built on fubftantial grounds, 
and to be crowned with fure enjoyment. 
The truths which it embraces are 'To divinely 
authorifed; the evidences by which they are 
attefted are fo well authenticated; they are 
accompanied by fo many concurrent circum- 
ftances and credible qualifications, the per- 
fonal knowledge, the honefty, the number, 
the confiftency, of the witneffes, men who 
had neither intereft nor ability to forge fuch a 
great and interefting falfehood, in the very 
fcene, and almoft at the time of a&ion, when 
all men had the immediate power to difprove 
it; they are tranfmitted through fo many 
different and oppofite channels, and come 
attefted by fo many collateral authorities, as 
to raife in every mind that is rational and truly 
candid, a conviction, though not fo palpable, 
yet as indubitable, as the ftrongeft evidence: 
infomuch' M that, if the Gofpel be hid, it is 
“ hid from them that are loft; in whom the 
« God of this world hath blinded the minds 
“ of them that believe not, left the light of 
4< the glorious Gofpel of Chrift ftiould ftiine 
“ unto them r ” 

* 2 $ Cor* iv* 4* 

The 
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The prejudice of habit, the pride of fcience, 
or the impertinence of curiofity, may make 
fome men diffatisfied, unlefs they can climb 
up to the confines of demonftration, for the 
proof of every queftion. We efteem it, on 
the contrary* not only the privilege, but the 
honour, of every fair and rational enquirer, 
willingly to embrace and thankfully to ac- 
quiefce in. fuch evidence and grounds of 
allent, as are fufficient ; more particularly in 
fuch, as are naturally adapted to the kind of 
truth in queftion; and mod efpecially in fuch, 
as are accommodated to the nature of the fub- 
je£t w . Better and fairer can in no cafe be 
required : and \yith fuch the Chriftian Reli¬ 
gion is abundantly fupplied. God hath re¬ 
vealed himfelf as he thought beft for his own 
glory and our good ; and, if ye cannot believe 
him, becaufe he has not given you exactly that 
degree of light, which your own wayward 
fancy may require, but of which things do 
not admit, “ he will not be mocked,” ye 
muft take the blame upon yourfelves: and 
all the affiftance which we can give you, is to 
pray, that “ He who commanded the light 

w See Hurd’s Serm. Vol, vi. 

Vol. II. T to 
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“ to fhine out of darknefs, may ftiine in your 
“ hearts, to give you the light of the kriow- 
“ ledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
“ Jefus Chrift*.” 

“ 'jrtie kingdom of God is within you 
was the anfwer of our Lord to the interrogat¬ 
ing Jews, implying that it has its origin in 
the heart. To reprelent this fundamental 
truth to the full view of his difciples, “ Jefus 
“ took a child and fet him in the midft, and 
4 * faid, unlefs ye be converted and become as 
“ little Children, ye thall not enter into the 
“ kingdom of heaven.” And, to illuftrate it 
ft ill farther, he employs the two parables of 
the feed*, and the feed of muflard *. By the 
former he fignifies, that at fir ft it is fmall, and 
that its increafe will depend upon the good- 
liefs of the foil, which is to be prepared and 
cleanfed from the weeds of vice, and that, in 
fuch a foil, it will make gradual advances from 
one ftage to another, producing, “ firft, the 
“ blade, next the ftem, then the ear, and, 
“ laftly, the full corn in the ear 1 *:” And, by 

* 2 Cor. iv. 6. y Luke xvii. 21. * Matt. xiii, 3. Sic. 

* Matt, xiii, 31. 11 Mark iv. 28. 

the 
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the latter he fignifies, that, however fmall at 
firft, it will become at laft the great and 
reigning principle of the human mincf. Thus 
“ the path of the juft,” in the courts and ‘ 
offices of religion, is as a Ihining light, 

“ which,” by a perpetual increafe of faith, 
and by a perpetual fupply of virtue, “ ftiineth 
“ more and more unto the perfed day c .” 

For the admiflion-, as well as for the fruition, 
of the truths of a religion which is pure and 
undefiled, the requifite qualification is that of 
purity and renovation of heart, .exprefled iri 
fcripture by the figure of being born again or 
from above: Accordingly the great Apoftle of 
the Gentiles admonilhes the Ephefians “ to 
“ put on the new mjn, which after God is 
“ created in righteoufnefs and true holir 
“ nefs d ;” and his Roman converts, not 
“ to be conformed to this world, but to bfe 
“ transformed in the renewing of their mind. 

“ that they may be able to prove what is the 
“ good and acceptable and perfed work of 
“ God *. 

In confecrating his labours at the temple of 
religion, whilft he cultivates Truth with his 

* Prov. iv. 18. 4 Eph. iv. 2f. 

' Rom. xii. 2. 

T 2 Under- ' 
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Underftanding, let the child of Wifdom nou- 
rifti Charity in his heart, as the firft and moft 
eflential ingredient of a found and faving 
Faith ; awfully refle&ing on the predictive ad¬ 
monition of the laft great prophet—“ He 
“ that is unjuft, let him be unjuft ftill: he 
“ that is filthy, let him be filthy ftill: he 
“ that is righteous, let him be righteous ftill: 
“ he that is holy, let him be.holy ftill C’ 


From this logical view of the province nf 
Theology, in its Principle , in its Rcafon- 
ingy and in its Truth, the ftudent in Divinity 
will entertain an awful fenle of the dignity, 
as well, as of the difficulty, of that fcience, 
which, leaves behind all terreftrial things, 
and opens his profpedt into future and dif- 
tmbodied fcenes. With the humility, which 
, becomes his prefent ftate, he will feel him- 
. felf to be only in the infancy of his exiftence, 
and that his knowledge is proportioned to,the 
immaturity of his age. In refpe£t of the 
manhood of his. being,, he only thinks .and 
underftands as a child; and, in this fchool of 
terreftrial difcipline in which he is training 


f Rev. *xii. ll. 
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for immortality, “ he walks by faith and not 
“ by fight.” He will acknowledge, that this 
life does not admit of any adequate view of 
things, and that even the eye of faith, by 
which they are fpiritually difcerned, can only 
“ lee them imperfectly and in part, and as' 
“ through a glafs darkly.” He will be con¬ 
vinced, that there are innumerable and inef¬ 
fable truths repofed in this divine, out of the 
prefent comprehenfion of the human, mind: 
from whence will fpring a lively hope, that, in 
the future periods of his exiftencei he may be 
admitted to their knowledge and enjoyment; 
when, diverted of this mortal body, ^nd re¬ 
moved from this material lyftem, he will be 
trail {planted into a purer climate under the in¬ 
fluence of a brighter fun, and advance by per¬ 
petual approaches toward Him, who is now 
“ enlhrined in clouds and darknefs,” but who 
will then prelent himfelf, “ to be feen even 
“ as he himfelf is feen; ,l( “ when he will 
4 ‘ behold his prelence ih righteoulnefs, and 
“ awaking after his likenefs, he will be fa- 
** tisfied with it V* 

* Pf. xvii. 15, 

T3 CHAP. 
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C H AP. IV. 

General Recapitulation, and Prospectus 

, of the future Plan. 

\ 

I AM in the Situation of one, who has been 
travelling over a flat but fertile country. 
When he firft fet out, the place of his desti¬ 
nation appeared at no great diftanpe; apd the 
objects to he noticed in the way fecmed oeir 
ther lb many nor fo important, hut that he 
could view them wjth Sufficient attention fof 
the purppfe of his journey, apd arrive at the 
end in a giyep . time. As he advanced, he 
found the way lengthening every mile, the 
obje&s increasing ip number and ■ feeding ip 
rpagnitude as the eye approached them; jpfo- 
much that, though he made tip excursion out 
of the road, he found himSelf employed and 
^etajned upon it more than twice as long as 

"V\ ’ . ,.te 


Digitized by LjOOQle 




‘ of Tp u t h. 279 

■f- r . $>. 

he expend. Thus the plan, which I 'hoped 
to execute, in fome meafure, in a caurfe of 
ten or twelve lectures, is not half finilhed t 
^and, though I have endeavoured to treat the 
important topics of various difquifition as they 
occurred, with all the concifenefs in my 
power, I am only arrived at the point from 
which I intended to take my general fcope. 

This may, 1 fear, be a tax upon the future 
patience of my auditors; and it is, I am fure, 
a prelent difappointment to myfelf. But, be¬ 
fore I ftart again, if I fliould find opportunity 
and encouragement to go on, and can over* 
come that indolence which is a vice I feel 

4 _ i 

too deeply rooted in my conftitution, it may 
be proper to take a general view of the ground 
over which I have come, by way of fettling 
accounts as I go along, and alfo td give my' 
reader a lhort Iketch of the country, through’ 
which I may be tempted, perhaps, at future' 
periods, to lead him: unlefs fome one elfe' 
better qualified than myfelf Ifiould undertake' 
the talk; * et gaudebo certe, fi alii, quod nos 
‘ inchoavimus, melioribus ipfi aufpiciis et nd-- 
* ceflariis ad tantum opus praefidiis inftru£ti6re* 
> perfecerint*. . 

* Caufabon, p. 406. 

T 4 Wisdom, 
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Wisdom, with which I commenced tHelt. 
philofophical refearches, Is that univerfal vir¬ 
tue' both of the Heart and Underjlanding, 
which comprehends all moral and intellectual 
good; and which is accordingly divided" into 
two collateral branches, ‘Truth and Charity , 
the foundation and confummation of till 
things.— Truth is of the nature and efierice 
of God, incapable of a verbal definition, but 
to be illuftrated by the fimilitude of Light. 
From the divine Mind, it becomes by com¬ 
munication an attribute of the human , ahd is 
proportioned to the mind in which it is. 
In the divine mind it is univcrfal, intui¬ 
tive, equal, and infallible: in the human, it 
is partial, progrejjive , various , artd hidden , to 
fee fought by'a virtuous and afliduous invefti- 
gation : in both, it is immutable*. ‘ 

In the inveftigation of Truth, the Philo* 
sophy of Mind, of which it is an attribute, 
’is th hfirjl in natural order, though the laft in 
the courfe of human ftudy, and, therefore, 
called MetAphysic*; a fcience which, in 
its juft and proper cultivation, is of great im¬ 
portance, as it lays the philofophical founda¬ 
tion "and diftin&ion of-all other fciences j dif- 
b Chap. i. of firft volume. 
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tributing the human mind into three general 
provinces, the theoretic, the prattic, and the 
poetic y or the Intellett , the Will, and the Ima¬ 
gination ; and claffing Truth in general under 
thefe different provinces, as it divides into 
fpecial relations, according to the operation of 
thefe different faculties on their refpeftive in¬ 
ternal and external obje£ts c . 

All truth, to whichever province it belong, 
is deduced from Principles as they exift in 
the nature and conftitution of things, which are 
,pf two general kinds. Primary and Secondary 
the Primary are the Evidence of External Senfe , 
the Evidence of Internal Senfe , and the Evi¬ 
dence of Memory , &c.: the Secondary are 
Axioms or Univerfal Proportions, derived from 
the former by a procefs of reafon. Thefe two 
forts of Principles divide all dire ft Reafoning 
into two kinds or methods d . 

Truths are deduced from Principles by an 
aft of RRAspNj their common inftrument* 
confiding of Perception and Judgment, and 
• aftiijg by Comparifon; whofe office is to judge 
of Evidences, to form and apply Axioms, and 
Jo trace i Similitudes —According to the Prin- 

* Chap, ii; of flrft volume. 4 Chap. iii. of ibid. * 

.. > . qiples 
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cipJes on which it operates, Reafoiiing is di¬ 
vided into different Methods -—T h e firft is the 
IndutVrve , which encounters with particulars 
from the primary Principles, comparing many 
of them together by fimple adts, and extradl- 
ing general laws refpedting the powers, pro- 
. perties, and relations, of things; and abftradt- 
ing, by an experimental procefs, general ideas 
or formal caufes. By affirming or denying a 
genus of a fpecies, or an accident of a Fub- 
ftance, through all the ftages of the afcending 
procefs, it forms general conclufions, which, 
if logically conducted, are axioms ranged cite 
above'another, till they terminate in ufiiver » 
fals —-When axioms or fecondary principle 
are thus formed, the Method is the feverfe, 
and becomes Syllogiflip , which applies theft' 1 
general axioms to the proof of lefs general or* 
particular truths ; predicating a genus of a 1 
fpe cies^or individual, in a defcending procefs; 
and 1 proceeding by double or complex conipa- 
rifons* by the help of a third or middle term, 
■f To theft two, which are diredt, is added' 
yh e. Analogic, which is indirect and fubfer- 
yieht to them. This compares things already 
known, by whatever way, with thpfe which 
• are 
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are not known, and, from their fimilitude, 
concludes of the truth of the latter; which is 
a Method of vaft utility and extent, andfup- 
plemental to both the former, Thefe three 
Methods are totally different , and constitute 
the whole bufinefs of Logic as an instru¬ 
mental art e . 

Truth in general takes a fpecial form, ac¬ 
cording to the fpecial nature of its different 
Means, vyhich are ah thofe various fubftances 
and fubjedts of Mind and Body, from which 
its particular principles are Supplied. Ac-, 
pording to thefe particular. Principles, and 
the method of Reafoning adapted to them. 
Truth divide? into particular Kinds, pofleffed 
of different degrees of evidence and convic¬ 
tion: and the general Rung, by which Rea- 
fon condudls its operations in each, is. To 
inveftigate its prqper Principles , to purftje 
them in the proper Method, and to entertain 
its proper ’Truth with a juft and due afl’ent f . 

In applying this general Rule to the diffe¬ 
rent Rinds of learning, the fir ft part of my 
^lan, executed ip thefe two volumes, confifts; 
which, by exhibiting a Parallel of their Prin - 

(| Chap. iv. of firft volume. f Chap. y. of ibid. 

ciplefy 
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<iples, their Reafoning, and their 'Truths, forms 
a general Chart of their diftinft and fepa- 
rate provinces, and their fubdivifions; and, 
by placing them in juxta^pofition and a com¬ 
parative point of view, furnifhes a general 
Scale, by which the proper nature and weight 
of the Truth of each may be adjufted 8 . 

Every thing that is the fubjeft of human 
knowledge, belongs either to Mind or Body. 
Metaphyfic b the univerfal fcience, Logic 
the univerfal art, which treat more imme- 
, diately of the former: Phyfics of the latter. 
Between them lies a fcience which relates to 
and partakes of both, having its fubjeft derived 
, from the fenfible qualities of body , but abftrafted 
by an aft of mind ; which is Mathematics, 
confined to Quantity continuous and difcrete, 
or Magnitude and Multitude , and accordingly 
dividing into Geometry and Arithmetic —The 
Evidence of the external Senfes exerciied upon 
bodies in refpeft to quantity, from which all 
other attributes are abftrafted with fo much 
cafe as to fuperfede the neceflity of induc¬ 
tion, is the primary principle of Mathema¬ 
tical fcience; which begins with general ideas, 

i ? Chap. vi. of firft volume, I 

capable 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



of T R U T H. 2S5 

capable of a clear, and adequate definition, of 
being exhibited , to the eye by diagrams arid 
figns, bein gfitnple modes diftindt from all other 
ideas, abfolute and unchangeable in themfelves, 
and exactly meafured and afeertained. Thefe 
ideas being compared, form a few general 
propofitions which are Axioms or ' fecondary 
Principles , which compel conviction from a 
fingle adt of judgment, and are, therefore, 
felf-evident, but not intuitive —From thefe axi¬ 
oms Mathematical Reafoning is perfectly Syl- 
hgiflic , reducing general Truths under more 
general till they terminate in th emofi general \ 
which conclufions or demonftrated theorems 
to be applied, in the fame way, to the proof of 
Others almoft ad infinitum-—The 'Truths re¬ 
sulting from fuch a procefs are purely fcicn- 
tific , carrying the molt abfolute and irrefifiible 
'conviction h . 

Thefcienceof Physics or Natural Pii.i r 
iosoPHY investigates the Qualities Of individual 
and particular things, the properties and.ope- 
' rations ofnatural body— The.Evidence of the- 
External Senfes is the primary Principle of 
Phyfics,' a {lifted by experiments and philofo- 

k Chap. vii. of firfl volume. 

# phicat 
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phical dhfervations —The method of Reafoning t 
from a number of thefe experiments and ob- 
ffervations to general caufes or fecondary prin- 
eiples, is purely and exclufively tnduElive ex¬ 
tended by Analogy . When thefe fetondary 
principles or laws of Phyfic have been thus 
feftablifhed, they will account for the truth of 
particulars by Superinduffion only without 
the help of Syllogifm: but Mathematics ap¬ 
ply with great effeft to thofe phyfical forms, 
which are capable of menfuration—*As ex¬ 
periments do not penetrate into the eflences 
of things, but only inform the fenfes of apr 
parent qualities or effedts, as the induc¬ 
tion is partial and confined, and the conclu- 
fions particular only, Phyjical I’rttth is infe¬ 
rior to mathematical, and, however certain’, 
not abfolutely necejfary. Phyfics are, how^ 
ever, a moft ufeful and intereflkig part, of 
fcience *. 

Facts form an extenfive and important 
fpecies of truth—Their firjl and foie Principle 
is the evidence of the External Senfes, re¬ 
quiring to their proof the coincidence of a par¬ 
ticular tranfaftion, perfon, time, and place— 

1 Chap. viii. of firft volume. 

Being 
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Being themfelves as firft principles refuting 
directly from the.fenfes, they require qodire& 
reafoning, either induftjve -or fyllogiftic—But 
Reafon is, employed in examining the Senfes 
by comparing^ them with themfelves in order 
to know, whether they be found and well-in¬ 
formed ,fiibje£tto uo impediment from nature, 
impofition from art, or fallacy from accident. 
—The ‘Truth which refults is immediate and 
irrefiftible,, both feIf-evident and intuitive k . . 

Fails afre enlarged* and extended, to diflant 
times and places by History— The fitf Prin - 
viple of historical knowledge is the faculty of 
Memory , fupported by that univerfal affedtion 
the Love of truth , operating together and pro¬ 
ducing the fecondary Principle of Tefitnony—. 
The method of Reafoning is firft induflive, 
from the primary principle, exercifed in innu¬ 
merable particular in fiances, to the general 
truth of the fecondary : Teftimony is, how-, 
ever, different from other general principles, 
and the reafoning from it very different, it 
is not, like them, the caufe of truth, it is 
only the medium by which truths derived 
from other caufes are conveyed, producing 

k Chap. ix. of firlt volume. 

5 different 
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different degrees of conviction according to 
the different circum fiances, per fens, times* 
and places, with which it is connected,' and 
requiring to be particularly inveftigated, 
through the competency of witnefies, the 
fidelity of relators, the authenticity of records, 
and collateral vouchers— Hifiorical ’truth is 
only fecondary and indirect, varying in its 
ftrength with thefe circumftances, the fidelity 
of the inveftigation, and the clearnefs or obfcu- 
rity of the media by which it comes, through 
all the degrees of probability *. 

All thefe kinds of truth belong to the pro¬ 
vince of the Understanding. 

The pra&ic functions are in the province 
of the Will, and relate to moral action, 
the end of which is Happinefs —The prifdapy 
Principle of Morality is Internal or ~ttofal 
Senfe, an inftinCt of our common naturtf,""in¬ 
forming us of Good and Evil, of the exigence' 
of the Will , by which men choofe the one 
and avoid the other, and of Reward attaching 
on the performance of the one, and Punish¬ 
ment of the other: from whgnCe are inferred a 
Superior Law and moral Government^ ih‘e 

4 Ghap. x. of-firf! votomei 

foundation 
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foundation of moral obligation fix^d in the 
attributes and will of God—From the ope¬ 
ration of thefe primary principles, in innumer¬ 
able particulars, Reafon derives, by a kind of 
tadt induBmn, two uaiverfal proportions as 
fccondary, principles, 

All voluntkry good will have reward: 

All volnfltary evil will have puniihment. 

But, as morality conlifts of particular aCtions 
which are innumerable, arifing from various 
relations, the chief office of ethical reafoning 
is, to range thefe. by induBion into claffes 
called Virtues and Vices, Sins and Duties, 
with their appropriate attributes; and fo to 
form Jefs general proportions as middle prin¬ 
ciples * . under which particular actions are to 
be referred by Jyllogifm —The truths fo de¬ 
duced are Ethical, which, however clear and 
firong in. their conviction, are very different 
and inferior to mathematical demonftrations. 
The moft perfedt ethics is the morality of the 
Gofpel 

Poetry belongs to the Imagination, and 
is employed by Imitation in producing fome 

* Chap. xi. of firft volume* 

Vol. II. tJ EffeB. 
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EffeB. It confifts of the Elegant Arts , whole 
end is Pleafure with InjlruBhni and whofe 
excellence depends on their correipondehce to 
truth, under the conduct of realon—"Th£^?r/? 
Principle of poetical or imitative art,"is * na¬ 
tive and internal Senjibility recoghifcirig the 
objects arid events which produce the dif¬ 
ferent modes of pleafure arid pain—Of thefe 
different effc&s often experienced Reajbn firft 
inveftigates the proper caufes, which it then 
ranks, by induBion, into general elifles as poe¬ 
tical ideas or fecondary principles, from 
whence the poet draw6 the refources- of his 
art, which he applies in all the different a£ts of 
Imitation, to produce the poetical efifeft—If 
thefe generals be well formed and judicioufly 
applied, if the imitation be true, and the re- 
femblance which it exhibits juft, the effeB 
produced upon the mind will be unifopftt and 
certain , which cooftitutes poetic Truth, -bpe- 
• rating on the fenfibility of all, according to 
its powers". ' • 

- Mxarc^is alfo an imitative art,-thou^v cohi- 

- plicated-and involved in.rayftery, which de- 

• Chap. xii. ofvolume. ; ^ • 

' ferves 
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^ fervest to be particularly analyzed and criti¬ 
cally ascertained V 

- In the conciufion of the firft volume, I 
have offered feme ftri&ures on the Aristo¬ 
telian Logic, in order to trace its origin, 
and to eftimate its worth*: and alfo oh the 
Discipline of the Schools, with a cor¬ 
dial view tp its improvement 

. Theology is a fcience more different from 
all the preceding, than any of them are'from 
each other, not taking its origin, like them, 

» from any material fubjed or from the mind of 
mam, but from another and much higher 
loufce, the mind of God, in which all the pro¬ 
vinces: of Intellect, Will, and Imagi¬ 
nation, are concerned. Its Logic will, 
however, derive important elucidation from 
a companion with them. 

The Theological Principle, is, accord¬ 
ingly, totally different from and infinitely fupe- 
rior to every other, being the Testimony or 
Word of God, conveyed to men by a fuper- 
natutalmode of communication Called Reve- 

• Chap. xiii. of firft volume. * Chap. xiv. ibid, 

s Chap. xv. ibid. 

U 2 lotion. 
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lation . The nature of this Divine Teftimony 
is fomewhat fimilar to human Teftimony, 
from w hich jimilarity it fates pofleffion of the 
human mind: but, when the pofleffion is Se¬ 
cured, it. is not only univerfal in its operation,' 
but fo much fuperior to all other principles^ 
and fo tranfcendent in its power, that it re¬ 
jects all reafoning, both in deducing its truths, 
and in properly deciding upon them. They 
refult of themfelves from its divine authority 
and produce an effett in proportion fo the prin¬ 
ciple, which is the ftrongeft and moft im¬ 
plicit affent of the mitld diftinguifhed by the 
name of Faith. Thefe Truths are Myjler'tes , 
different from all other kinds, to be thought 
upon with reverence, and embraced with 
confidence r . 

But, though Reason may have no proper 
or direct concern with the Principle or the 
Myfteries of Revelation, its office in Theo- / 
jl.ogy is various and important; which is to 
enquire* Whether fuch a Revelation, con¬ 
taining fuch a Principle, with its Myfteries 
.and Credentials, - was actually given by God, 
and received by men. \ 

• r Chap. .i. of fecond volume. 

- The 
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The Grounds of Reafoning in Divinity 
are, therefore, the various Means by which 
the. Gofpel,, which contains this Principle or 
Word .of Qod, was confirmed, is conveyed 
to ns, .and is to.be underftood by us: and 
the- Method it purfues, is, i.ft, By efti- 
mating the Morality or Internal Evidence of 
theGofpel. 2dly, In judging of that part of 
its External Evidence called Miracles. \3dly. 
In the fiudy of Prophecy, that other part of 
External Evidence. And, as both the time 
and place of this Revelation are far removed 
from ours, Reafon has to enquire, by an 
hiftorical inveftigation, Whether the Witnejfes 
of Tuch Evidences were well-informed and 
faithful , whether the written record , in which 
the whole is contained, was aided by infpira - 
tion, and whether the bible which we have 
be a true, and authentic tranfcript of the, 
original*. 1 ! • 

In the ftudy of the Holy Scriptures, 
fo confirmed and authenticated, Reafoning is 
an ad of Interpretation: and the right and 
true Method of interpreting the Volume of 
Grace is analogous and fimilar to that which 

' Chap.ii. fe&.i.of fetond Volume.' 

’ U 3 has, 
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has, of late years, been adopted by the heft 
natural philofophers in interpreting the Vo* 
lume of Nature: not by hypothefis, facti¬ 
tious fyftem, and deputation, but from grounds 
and documents contained in fcripture *. 

In the General Interpretation of tho 

* 

Holy Scriptures, the firft pbjeCt of the ihi- 
dent’s attention are the Learned Languages t 
in which they were originally written or early 
tranflated : the fecond is the Analogical Sty 
and the third,: the Parabolical Style r of the far 
cred writings in all its variety and extent';. 

In the Particular Interpretation 
or Translation of the Holy Scriptures* 
the firft objeCt is, by an able and accurate 
collation, to procure a H genuine Cofry ; and the 
next, to render it in another language accord-* 
ing to the Rules of Impartiality , Propriety , 
Perfpicuity , and Uniformity ,, which the par¬ 
ticular nature of infpired and divine product 
tions warrants and, requires. - 

The Truth refulting ffom this various 
and eK-teftfive train of Reafoning in regard to 
the ^Evidences, the Authoqty, the 

. r Chap ’ H. fe&. 2. of feCohd voluble. 

* Ch^.ii. k&i, j .(ft jbi4, ' 

" ’ ■ ticityr. 
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ticity, the Interpretation, and Tranflation of 
the Holy Scriptures, is Theological, to¬ 
tally different from every other kind, and 
requiring a different aflent, and though fupe- 
rior in value, inferior in force, from which 
logical inferiority. Faith - by which it is em¬ 
braced and entertained by the inhabitants of 
every age, the ^Patriarch of old, the Eye- 
witnefs, and the modern Believer, is the 
greateft of virtues, engaging all the beft affec¬ 
tions of the Heart as well as the faculties of 
thel/nder Handing, and confiituting that pure 
and perfe& Wisdom in which "truth and 
Charity are united, with which thefe leftures 
.commenced, and with which they end % as 
being, , in the language of our great philofo- 
pher, * the port and fabbath of all human 
* contemplations V 

In this general Chart or Geography of 
Til«th, I have attempted to give a Parallel 
and Comparative View of the different Kinds 

> Chap. iii. of feeond volume. 
m Cum fit portus et fabbatum humanarum qontempla- 
tionum omnium. Baconus de Augm. Sc. lib. iii* cap. 1. 

U 4 Of 
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learning human and divine, clafling and 
arranging them under feparate provinces, and 
analyzing them according to their refpeCtive 
pature and conftitution: fo that, whilft all 
may he feen at one yiew in their relative fitua* 
tipn, each, in its proper cultivation, may be 
kept diftinft; it 9 own Principles afferted; its 
own Proofs employed 1 ; and the conviction 

' * Supereft artis judicandi appendix quaedam infignis, 
quam deliderari ftatuimus: Siquidem Ariftoteles rem no- 
tayii, modumrei nullibi perfecutus eft, Ea tra&at, q’lales 
depionftrationes lad quales materias five fubje&a applicari 
cfebeant; ut base do&rina tanquam judicationes judicatio- 
num contineat. Optime enim Ariftoteles, Neque enim 
cjqmbnftrati ones' ab oratoribus, neque fuafiones a mathema- 
ticis requiri debere monet: Ut, fi in probationis gfcnere abet- 
retur, judicatio ipfe non abfolvatur. Quando vero font 
^liafuor demonftrationuip genera, vel per confenfom irnme* 
diatum & notiones communes, yel per indu^ioqetn, vel 
perTyllagifmum, vel per earn (quam refte vocat Arifto- 
telbs) detnonftrationem in orbem, (non a notioribus fcilicet 
fod tatiquam de piano,) habent hae demonftrationes ‘fingulae 
cemfubje&a & materias fcientiarum m quibus poilent; 
alia, a quibus excluduntur, Etcnim rigpr ’& ouriofrtas in 
pofeendo probationqs nin^ium feveras in aliguibiis, multo 
triagis facilitas & remiflio in acquefcendo probationibus 
lovioribus in aliis, inter eafont numeranda, quae detrimenti 
jdurimum feientiis a^ulqrunt, Bafonus Pe Aygtg. Sc. 
lijj.v* cap. 4. 

7 ‘ of 
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of its Truths meafured and afcertairied by a 
mutual Scale. This appeared, in my mind, 
to be the jo ft and philofophical method to 
keep the uuderftanding clear and fteady in its 
refearches, to render it fuccefsful in its invef- 
tigations, fenfible of its own weaknefs, and 
thankfully acquiefcent in every kind of Truth, 
particularly in that which is the fubjebt of 
The Christian Faith, to ground ai^o 
establish which, upon a broad and folid 
balls, is the principle object of thefe le&ures. 

. This various and extenfive talk -1 have exe¬ 
cuted in a treatife ef more than fufHcient 
length, if we confider the number and value 
of. its pages; but much too fhort, I fear, if 
we confider the extent and importance of the 
fubjeft. It was not, however, in my inten¬ 
tion to delcend to a full difcuflion of the le- 
veral branches of learning; but only to take 
a general and curiory view of each i in which 
I do not prefume to teach others in the ftyle 
of one that diftates, but to invite them to 
ftudy for themfelves, in the language of a 
friend and fellow -labourer. And, though I 
Ihould not have leifure or ability to execute 
|he other parts of my projected plan, this will 

not 
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9ot be thought irpperfed on that account, a* 
k -embrace^ the fir ft object I had invi^uras 
entirely anfl independently, as if I was to exen 
9^te the whole defign. 


v Thf future purports to which this, general 
Chart willbc preparatory, after putting Theo¬ 
logy upouriits diftin&and proper bottom, will 
be more fully to confirm the Christian 
Faith 1 and aHb to develope the Causes or 
HERETICAL AND SCHISMATICAL ERRORS, 
by which it is oppofed* 

To thefe purpofes nothing can fo efitc* 
tually contribute as extenfive views, which 
break all narrow habits of thinking, and? fist 
the mind at liberty, which enable it to era* 
brace the moft diftant and diifimilar parts of 
learning, and which give it a command over 
the general expanfe of knowledge, as the eye 
elevated upon a rock has over the whole 
country below, which can fee the bearings 
and connexions of every part, can aHow to 
each its proper latitude-and extent, and con? 
template the whole feene without mixture ok 
confufion. 

’ ‘ The 
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The fecend part of my plan will be, if I 
Should be tempted to pilrfue it, to apply thole 
parts of human learning, which have been 
analyzed and digeftcd in the firft volume, to 
Theology: in order to difcover exa&ly how 
far, when cultivated according to the Rule 
of Reafott , they contribute to its introduction 
and fupport, and where their application ought 
to terminate; which will give us a compre- 
henfive view of the right use -op Learn* 
ing*. In the execution of this part we 
fhall obferve the feveral branches as they fpriiig 
out of the general tree erf knowledge; we lhail 
diftinguilh their affinities* connections, and 
dependences; and we lhail fee how one kmd 
of Truth is built upon another, and how far 
thole which are human minifter, in their 
fubordinate and proper exerpife, to thole that 
are divine. 

And the third part will yeryj?onv^i$f$y 
run along with the fecond: fpr, by turpipj 
our attention from this right ufe of Learning* 
ip which thefe different branches are thus 

I See p, 76 of the firft volume, 

logically 
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logically contributing to Theology, to the 
abuse * df it, in which the Rule of Reafon is 
negle&ed or infringed,, and they are illogi- 
cally confounded and .mixed together, wo 
fhail be able to dilcover the true and adequate 
C<f ufes of thofe Heretical and .Schifm&tical 
Errors,, which only want to be difcpvered to 
be eradicated. 

The execution of this part, which forms 
the completion of the plan laid down, if; at* 
tended with that fuccefs, of which an author 
may be permitted to indulge a hope, promifes 
to he an effectual fupport of facred truth, by 
.aradipal fybv.erfipn of its opponents; at. the 
feme time that it is calculated to reward his 
labour by conferring a high gratification, upon 
his mind, through every ftage of the invefti- 
gation. * Suave eft fpedtaculum, ftantem aut 
5 amhulantem in.littore, navem intueri. tem- 

* peftate in mare ja&atam; fuave itidem ex 

* edita arce duas cernere acies concurfantes in 

* planitie: at nil dulcius eft homini, quam 
f mens per do&rinam in arce veritatis collo- 

* cata, unde aliorum errores & labores dif- 
? picere. poftit V 

f.j * See p. yjf of the firft yolqm^. , 

. ' * Baconus De Augm. Sc. lib. i. 

ah 
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All Falfehood is oppofite to Truth. Error 
is thatFallehood, which, availing itlelf ofthe 
weaknefs of the Underftanding, the depra¬ 
vity of the Will, or the undue influence of 
the Imagination, aflymes the colour of Truth, 
by which Reafon is deceived. Truth is the 
health. Error the diforder, of the mind 5 ' 'the 
one leading to honour and happihefsj ^the 
other to difgrace and mifery. • r • 

The human Body is a machine orTyfterti 
confifting of m^ny different patts arid opera¬ 
tions : the Mind is alfo a machine ot 
confifting of fimilar parts and operations-; -afttty 
though their union be myfteriobsj thei# &na& 
logy is confpicuous. The health of hoth con- 
lifts alike of a due and regular dilcharge of 
their refpe&ive parts and operations; and the 
diforder of both fprings refpeiftively from 
their fufpenfion or irregularity. To cure the 
diforders of the Body is the duty of the phy- 
lician, and to cure thofe of the Mind is the 
duty of the philofopher. But, before Oillier 
can apply his remedy, he mu ft find out fhe 
Caufe ; for the maxim, * Sublaid caufa tdlUhtr. 

* effeflus? holds as good in phildfophy\ as in 
medicine, and has there, ’ indeed, a fnore fuU 

and 
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sod effe&ual operation: for, after the phy¬ 
sician has found the ca.ufe, he has to inrent 
and to apply his medicines without a certainty 
of fucceSs in the event; whereas, in philo¬ 
sophy divine or human, the invention of the 
Gaufe, will, in generous minds at leaft, be 
kSelf the cure* 

To enable him to investigate a diSorder, the 
phySician is acquainted with the anatomy of 
the human Body, has Studied its oeconomy 
and analyzed its functions, and in their obstruc¬ 
tion or irregularity he remarks thole lymp- 
toms which difcover to him the cauSe. By a 
Similar analysis of the Mind, and an acquaint¬ 
ance with its faculties and operations, and 
by knowing the proper exercife of reafon iii 
every department of knowledge* either in its 
Sufyenfion or in its Mifapplication, the philo- 
fopher is enabled to difcover the different 
Confer of Error. 

Th o jirft general Cavfc fprings from a total 
negledt or Sufpenfiw of Reafon, in confe- 
quence of which* men embrace falsehood 
for truth with an implicit truft, upon the 
bate credit and blind authority of ethers. 

From 
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From this ciufe (prittg 1aH thofe Vulgar 
Efrtirs cherhhed from age to age by the *blind- 
ftefs ef prejudice and the inveteracy Of habit; 
and alfo ’Ertors of SupvrJiiltoA difieringfrom 
the' 1 former only as they -obtain i» matters of 
religion, and growing more inveterate, ifi pro¬ 
portion to the greater ferioulhels 'and foletn- 
-nity'trf’’the fnhjeift, and the urtiverfel ihtereft 
which* it involves. Equally the children of 
ignorance and obftinacy, they embrace as 
lifters* They have always grown and thriven 
together in the fame foil and climate* under 
the fame -civil admini fixation and the fame 
friendly cloud of darknefs and prejudice? and 
are together annihilated and difpelled by the 
Bpprfaach <of learning Wherever it gains ad- 
tt»k#an'e<e, G9 night is by the approach of day* 
blrii^r the deadly (hade of fuperftitious errors, 
’fejjtfdfKluCed by the artifice of interefted and 
ambitious men, and thickened by the bale 
and corrupted policy of degenerate dates de¬ 
voted to the .god of flaveiy, the Religion of 
Alia and the’greateft part of Europe has lan- 
•gniftred^orhriany ages. Asknowledge^htHr 1 - 
; ever, , ; advances; they naturally decline, dft 
the provinces of Europe they ha vd Been lotfg 
6 upon 
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upon the wain, and are rapidly hastening to-de- 
cay. Thole of the Jews have been ably refuted*. 
Thofe of the Roman Pontiff, notwithftand- 
ing all the glofs and.varnilh with which they 
have been difguifed, have been lufficiently ex- 
poled®. And thofe of the falle Prophet of 
Arabia, though under the cloud of Afiatic 
ignorance more explicitly elpoufed, are Hill 
ealier to be refuted*. 

The fecond general Caufe of Error fprings 
from a different fource, the Perverjton and 
Mifapplication of Reafon, more deceitful 
and difficult to be found and extirpated; 
which, in all the different lhapes that it 
affumes, will be the fubjeft of my future Ru¬ 
dies. This is the Abuse of Learning from 
the violation of the Rule of Reafon J , in all thele 
different ways.—Firft, by reafoning from no 

* Limborch de Veritate Religionis Chriftiaase arnica 
collatio cum erudito Judaeo. 

* Chillingworth’s Safe Way to Salvation. 

4 Jenkins** Reafonablenefs of the Chriftian Religion. Bp, 
Gibfon’s Second Paftoral Letter. Grotius De Veritate 
Chriftian^e Religionis, Prideaux's Life .of Mahomet, and 
Dr. White’s Bampton Lectures. 

Principles 
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Principles at all: or, fecondly, by reafoning 
from the Principles of-one branch of learning 
in the Method of another: or, thirdly, by rea¬ 
foning from the Principles tf one to the Truths- 
of another: or, laftly, by expelling the fame- 
kind and degree of Conviftion in the truths of. 
one , which belong to another , and of which it 
does not admit. So that this fecond general* 
fource of Error divides into four particular 
Caufesy which, in their feparate or joint ope¬ 
ration, will account for all Scientifical and 
Theological Errors, however different they 
may appear to be, according to the acute 
obfervation of the great philofopher, ‘ that 
* of oppofite errors the caufes of erring are 
‘ commonly the fame'.’ 

Springing from a different fource thele 
Learned Errors have a different effect from 
thofe of Ignorance. As thefe are on the wain, 
they are on the increafe. Strenuoufly defend¬ 
ing themfelves in the ufurped fortreffes of 
Truth, and jealous of their hold, they fup- 
port their falfe claim by all the formalities of 
reafoning and appearance of convi&ion, and 
lead in the chains of fophiftry a confiderable 

* Bacon’s Adv. of Learning. 

Vol. II. X part 
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part of the learned world. Affumkig various 
ffiapes and poftures of defence, fluffing from 
ground to ground, and relieving each other 
with the changes of time and faihion, while 
the mind is fubjeft to vice and infirmity, they 
threaten to prevail, and to keep pace with. 
Truth herfelf. They are the only enemies^ 
religion has to dread j for, though its truths' 
will overcome at laft, for a time they weaken, 
its force and retard its progrefs, , 

The ufual method of combating with , 
thefe Errors is to attack them, with the. 
arms of polemical divinity, as they appear ifl?/ 
fome ftage of their Effects equipped in’ thed 
accoutrements of falfe reafoning: but the more, 
fuccefsful and compendious mode ofex termi¬ 
nating them will be to find and eXpofe thf^ 
Caufes't which would immediately defeat theur r 
confequences in every ftage. Xnftead ofleyeb* 
ling bold and efficient ftrokes at the root-ofi 
the tree of Error, controverfy, however; vtfell 
conduced, is only like beating among the 
branches; where, if one be cut off, two fpring 
in its place. This method has prevailed* 
caufe it is friendly to that polemical conten¬ 
tion and that fcholaftic deputation which de- 
6 light 
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light to keep up the ball from age to age, in 
which many a champion of truth has beeu 
defeated by the patron of error, and many a 
battle drawn. The method which thefe lee-* 

S 

tures would adopt and recommend, is, not to 
combat particular errors under the dilguife of 
truth, by particular arguments, but to inyef- 
tigate and expofe their general Caufe; under 
the perfuafion, that it will contribute more ef¬ 
fectually to their extirpation, than if I were to 
write volumes of controverfy to attack the 
various forms and appearances of error pre¬ 
pared to deceive and miilead mankind: for, 
When the tree is cut at the root, all its 
branches with their poifonous fruit muft come 
down together. 

The general Caufes which I have mentioned® 
and to which, in their joint or feparate ope¬ 
ration, all learned errors are to be attributed, 
originate either in the Pride or Prejudice of the 
hurrian mind. 

The fir ft, which confifls in reafoning from 
no Principle at ally however abfurd it may ap¬ 
pear even to common fenfe, is of great in¬ 
fluence and extent. The powers of the human 
mind are, doubtlefs, great; but her prefump- 
X 2 tion 
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tion is fometimes greater f . Not content to 
be employed upon fuch principles and maje* 
rials as are futnifhed for her ufe; by Providence 
and the natural ftate of things, in a flow and 
fotyer exercife, flie vainly prefumes, by^ a% 
adtion and operation of her own, to invent 
others of a fuperior order, by the help of 
w;hich, £he can foar with a rapid wing into 
the pbfleffion of the fublimeft truths. , 5»uoy#$ 
up into the air by thefe felf-inventions, fhe : a$b 
tempts unbounded flights into the fertile kut cfer; 
lufive regions of imagination. In thele regions 

* Alius error fluit ex nimia reverentia, & quafi adoi& 
tioqe intelle&us humani, unde homines abduxere fe 'a 
cootemplatione naturae, atque ab experientia, in ptoprlk 
meditationibus & ingenii commentis fufque deque v,olq T 
tantes. Caeterum praeclaros hos opinatores & {fi it* Joqui 
licet) intelleftualiftas, qui tamen pro maxime fublimibus & 
dhrinis philofophis haberi (blent, refte Heraclitus pirftfinxit, 
Hmims* inquit, quarnnt veritatem in micro&fmir fufy l bdk 
in munch major i . Refpuunt enim quafi abecedarian* naturj^ 
primumque in operibus divinis tirocinium: .quoAiKnQij 
facerent, potuiflent fortafie graduatim & fenfim, poft litera$ 
fimplices & deinceps fyllabas, ad textum & vdlumen ipfarum 
ertaturarum expedite legendum afeendere. At Hit coiiti^ 
jugi mentis agitatione* urgent & tanquam invoc^nt fuos 
genios, ut vaticinentur eis edantque oracula, quibus merito 
to fuaviter decipiuntur. Baconus De Augm. Sc. lib.!. 

' ' ’ '*■ ' / 1^7 "" ’ " * was 
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was erected the edifice of Hypothefis, filled 
with golden dreams and enchanted fi&ions, 
with which the pride and felf-fufficiency of 
philofophers make them to be enamoured, 
and to embrace them for the moft valuable 
truths. From thefe fi&itious principles we 
fee even Ariftotle, Plato, and Pythagoras, 
the ancient, and more particularly the mo¬ 
dern, metaphyficians led, by trains of folid 
reafoning, to the temple of fplendid and delu- 
five errors: for when the mind, that com¬ 
plex machine, has its firft wheel fet wrong, 
which gives movement to every other, though 
all the reft go right, the whole will terminate 
in wrong. 

s The peculiar nature and myftic fublimity 
of, Theology open a two-fold door for the 
iutrodu&ion of this Caufe—Either on princi¬ 
ples of human invention to eredt nominal 
truths: that have no exiftence—or, to attempt, 
from fuch principles, to prove or to difprove; 
truths, which are to be embraced on no oth?r 
principle than the Teftimouy of God. 

The other which have been afligned as the 
general Caufes of Error, confifting in the 
X 3 Adoption 
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Adoption of wrong Principles , in the Applica¬ 
tion of a wrong Method of Reafoning, or in the 
Expectation of a wrong Species of Conviction, 
have their origin in Prejudice fpringing from 
partial and inveterate habits. 

Man is altogether a creature of habit.. All 
his virtues are habits; all his vices are habits: 
and habit has a wonderful fway over the mind 
not only in the elegant, but alfo in the fcien.- 
tific, parts of learning, As the ear is pre¬ 
pared and qualified by habit for the enjoyment 
qf mufic, the eye for that of painting, and 
ev&ry other part of the mental and qprporeal 
frame adapted to .its proper object: fo is the 
mind prepared and qualified by habit* for the 
fearch and relifh of every kind of truth, But 
this fame habit, which is the friend of vir¬ 
tue and all knowledge, by being tpo.dong 
and too clofely confined to the fame objedts, 
employments, -and : pucfuits, as it is qbfbrved 
• to -contradt and even diftort the; body^fo it 
.generates ia- : roand; a -prejudice •'aptul con¬ 
firms a partiality,. which- not oteAy crapap and 
confine, but often weaken and deftroy ? its 
-'powers,. :j ..-I''" - . / 

It 
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It is the mark of a living writer, who is 
no ordinary philofopher, that ‘ cuftora and 
‘ fome other caufes have made many devia- 

* tions from the natural pleafures and pains of 

* the feveral tallies;, but then the power of 

* diftinguilhing between the natural and the 
‘ acquired relifh remains to the very laft. 

* A man,* fays he, 4 frequently comes to 

* prefer the tafte of tobacco to that of fugar, 

* and the flavour of vinegar to that of milk, 
f but this makes no confufion in taftes, whilft 

* he is fenfible that the tobacco and vinegar 

* are not fweet, and whilft he knows that 
4 habit alone has reconciled his palate to thefe 
4 alien pleafures*.’ Unfortunately, however, 
for the interefts of truth, it is not fo well with 
the mind as with the palate; for when that 
has been enflaved by long ufage to the culti¬ 
vation of one kind of truth, it not only re- 
lifhes and prefers it, but becomes often infen- 
lible to the diftin&ion and even : exiftence of 
other kinds. 

Thus addided to one. fet of Principles, 
thus habituated to one train of Regfcjning, 

* Burke's Introd. to Eflay on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
§e$ Ariftotle’s tyfetaph. Book ii. chap. 3. 

X 4 and 
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and thus accuftomed to one fort of-Conchii 
fions, nqen are often disqualified, by the very 
habit of ftating, reafoning, and concluding,; 
and by their very fuccefs in fome parts of 
learning, from profecuting truth in others. 
Wedded by an intemperate fondnefs and ad J 
miration- to their own ftudies, and, not 
knowing as they feldom do,muqh bey/jnd: 
them, they are unwilling to allow that trpth, 
can exift in any other way. In every part (of 
fcience, either their principle muft be adopted^ 
or their method of reafoning employed^;or 
their copclufions drawn: and they refuse to 
be fatisfied with any other h . 

When, under the influence of thefe pre¬ 
judices and partial habits, philofophers.tqrn. 
their attention from their other ftudies r .to, 

^ Afiiis^rror huic pofteriori finitiflimus eft, quod hornii|es 
fa^injs imboant & inficiant nieditationes & 
opijliombus quibufdam & conceptibus propriis, quospOtif*- ' 
firpum in admiratione babent, aut artibus, quibus ma^jmc; 
addi£fc| & confecrati funt; caetera omnia iyis deliciis ^*$5% 
cientes & quaft intingentes, licet fuco admodum Saifaci. 

SicJase pbiiofophije immifcuit Plato theolo^iam, Afiftotefek' 
log^caijn, ftcuiida fchola Platonis (Produs fcflicet & reliqui) 
mathema^ticas. Iftas enim artes folebant ilti tanquam §lidoO/ 
fuos fuayiari. Baconus De Augm. Sc. lib. i. , v r ; v 

Theology, 
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Theology, they arc either defeated in their 
attempt to reafon at all, or elfe they reafon 
in a wrong way, or elfe they are difappointed 
that its truths do not bring the fame convic¬ 
tion they have been accuftomed to expeft: 
which will account for a phenomenon much 
to be deplored, that fome of the brighteft or¬ 
naments of human learning have reafoned 
themfelves out of the facred temple of light 
and truth, into the gloomy prifon of in¬ 
fidelity. 

Thefe I apprehend to be the true Causes 
of the moll dangerous and inveterate Errors 
' that' befet the Chriftian Faith; and which 
arc the more to be lamented, as they raife 
enemies to religion in the perfons of thofe, 
wHoj from the love of learning, would, by 
a proper ufe of it, prove its ableft fupport. 
After (hewing, therefore, how far thofe parts 
of learning which have been analyzed in the 
preceding volume, minifter to religion, I 
would endeavour to trace thefe Errors to their 
proper Caufes in the joint or feparate opera¬ 
tion : which method of combating with error 
will relieve me from two evils attendant oh 
that other of polemical controverly— difputa - 

(ton. 
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tiofiy which terminates in logomachy—and 
■ intemperate warmth^ which ends in animofity. 
-•••••> i; Inftead of adding to the general frock of 
learning on the one hand, by drawing from 
its true and genuine refources, and guarding 

- it from error, on the other, by enquiring into 
: the Caufes from which it fprings; learned 

. men (hut up what they had, or fuppofed they 
had, in fciences and lyftems 1 , as the mifer 
-: rdoes his money in chefts and boxes ; and then 
defended them with all the fury of a clamor-. 
: ©us disputation. Hence polemical controverfy 
-i tobk its rife, in which the combatants and 

- defenders of fyftems took the field, each 
; ■ . Equipped in his own private armour, which he 
f , employed in his own partial way; and the 
c ■ whole merit of the conteft confifted in length- 

/ dningout the difputation by univocating, equi¬ 
vocating, and defining, by terms divorced 
v from things, and propofitions without a.mean- 
ing. The fame queftions, which had been 
agitated for ages, were left undetermined: 

: ~ t'AJius error, eft pnematura. atque proterva redu&io doc- 
jyinaram in artes & raethodos; quod cum fit,plprumqu? 
fcjentiaautparum aut nihil proficit. 

, r ; . JJacoqus D« Au^sa, Sc, Jib. i. 

: 1 ahd 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



/ 

.. of Truth. 315 

and the fields, which were neither loft nor 
won, were always ready to be fought again. 

Of the three expedients propofed by its gfeat 
reformer to remove the difficulties of learning, 
die mod important, he obferves, is that 

* wifdoin of defign , which ftrikes out the right 
4 way to accomplish what we want: that 

* prudent choice of the means to be employed, 

* which conduces, more effectually to the end 

* in view, than the application and iccainu- 

* lation of the greateft force V If the plan, 
which I have laid down for the invention of 
different kinds of Truth, be found and phi- 
lofophical, it will point out that which is to 
be purfued in the detection of Error, which is 
its oppofite : for as the way to the one is in a 
right line exactly prefcribed, every deviation 
from that will lead to the other; and we 
have only to mark with care that particular 
c&ufe or obftacle, which interferes to throw 
reafoq. out of the direCt, into the oblique, 

* Inter haec tria merito primas tenet Conftlii prudentia & 
fonitas 5 hoc eft monftratio iz delineatio viae re&ae & proj- 
clivis, ad rem, qua? proponitur, peragendac n-~»mtdu prudent 
ileRio efficacius conducit ad rem, quam virium aut intentio 
£Ut accumulation Qaconus Df Augm. Sc. lib. ii. cap. i. 

road* 
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road. And by fhunning the Caufe we fliall 
avoid the error. 

This is to dete£ error by the light of troth 
immediately applied ; which would bring all 
realbning, which has been fo various and fo 
clamorous, to a certain and filent iflue, by 
prefcribing a general and {landing law, * That 
the matter in queflion be referred to its proper 
province, that the combatants come out of 
their private ground, and meet it on its own 
principles , and none elfe; that they leave 
their prejudices and habits, which are their 
private armour, behind, and argue in the me¬ 
thod which is its own, and in no other; and 
that they go hand in hand in the philofo- 
phical, not difputafcious, fearch of Truth and 
Error, obliging themfelves to embrace the 
one, and. to dilcard the other, what or where- .' 
ever they may be l 

2. As to the other evil incident to contra- 
verfy, if the temper of the ‘theological rea- 
foner were ever fo irritable, the method here - 
propofed would relieve him from the effefls 
of an unbecoming warmth. It can trace Er¬ 
rors tQ fbme of the caufes which have been 
afligned, without: charging them indifcrimi- 

nately 


Digitized by LjOoq le 



nately on vice; and, in the fair purfuit of its 
objeft, it can allow their patrons all the merit 
they poffefs and forgive their faults, con¬ 
vinced of the validity of this axiom, that 
Truth is never fo graceful and fuccefsful as 
when led by the hand by Charity. 

The fpirit of this Wifdom, we are told, 
“ is firft pure, then peaceable, gentle, and • 
“ ealy to be entreated, full of mercy and 1 
** good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
“ out hypocrify 1 :” and of fo lovely a por- 
trait, it becomes her children, in the a& of 
justifying her, not to injure or diftort the 
features. Why fhould intemperate heat be 
Suffered to take place of fober argument ? 
Why lhould candour be Supplanted by illibe- 
rality, and benevolence by fcorn ? By the * 
favour of providence and the liberality of * 
kingsi the Chriftian Church has ample en¬ 
dowments, if properly bellowed, for the fup- 
port of advocates who are able and willirig 
to maintain her caufe; and why Ihould they’ 
fwell with anger that the temple of religion ’ 
Ihould be attacked ? Experience would inform 
them that they have better reafon to rejoiCe ; 


1 James iii. 17. 
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fince her truths will be fure to triuqnph from 
examination, and in that triumph to gain 
larger and firmer ground. 

Sacerdotal .pride, inflamed by ignorance, 
has too often injured and difgraced her. caufe: 
for when ignorance felt its weakncfs to de- 
fend, it had recourfe to pride tp come for¬ 
wards vyith a volley of anathemas and abufe. 
How much more becoming the children of 
Wifdom to fay, ‘ Come on ye champions of 
Herefy and Infidelity, put on your beft- 
proved armour and meet us fairly in the 
field. Ye Ihall be generoufly and kindly 
treated. We will fight you upon equal 
terms, and that for the fake of truth and 
charity, not of victory and triumph. 'The 
fubjedt of this amicable conteft is fome part of 
Theology, take which you will; and we de¬ 
fire no other conditions than thofe which 
providence and the nature of the queftion have 
made common to us and you. Together we 
will examine theological truths on theolo¬ 
gical principles, as we would do natural 
phenomena on phyfical experiments. We 
will reafbn together fairly and logically, that 
is in the method thefe principles prefcribe; 

and 
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and together embrace the conviction that re- 
fults. The terms are not of bur making; wer 
take them as we find them: Neither (halt 
they be of yours. But, if ye will contend, 
only on thofe which ye make yourfelves, all 
that we can do is to fay, that we are forry* 
ye put it out of our power to meet you, by 
flying from this fair and open ground ; for 
fhould we follow you to contend on your owrf 1 
partial and private ground, error and confu- 
fion, not truth and conviction, will attend * 
the conteft. That ye remain under the domi- ; 
nion of Errors is, therefore, entirely your 
own fault. They are, we fuppofe, the 
effeCt of habit, which may in other cafes be 
efl'ential to much virtue, but which, in the 
cafe of Religion, is unfortunately the caufifif- 
of hurtful prejudices. We would endeavour' 
to foften and remove thefe prejudices, by giv¬ 
ing you enlarged and comparative views of" 
things, and to difcover to you the caufeST 
of your errors and miflakes: and, if our en¬ 
deavours fhould not have the defired fuccefs, 
we would only exhort you to live good Jives', 
and to be as virtuous as ye can, (which is in 
all refpeCts the belt antidote to Error), and' 

we 
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we will hope and pray, that the God we ferve 
will of his goodnefs forgive the effects of thefe 
prejudices, and that he will have a referve in 
his infinite mercy to reach unto you.’ 

An excellent Prelate, whofe learning and 
virtues do honour to this age in which he 
lives, in his zeal for moderation, thinks it an 
aft of wifiiom, * to lhew condefcenfion to 

* the very prejudices and humours of men ;* 
and is alfo of opinion that ‘ their Errors may 

* fometimes be removed by arguing with them 

* on their own miflaken Principles '* To this 
one aft of his condefcenfion the author of thefo 
leftures cannot confiftently fubfcribe, as it 
is diametrically oppolite to the whole fcope 
and tenor of this work, and has been ftated 
as a principal caufe of Error. In all other 
points his Lordfhip’s condefcenfion and mo¬ 
deration do equal honour to his heart and 
underftanding. ‘ The Errors of men,* ho 
goes on, ‘ may fometimes be removed by 
‘ allowing all that truth and reafon will war- 

* rant to their opinions; by putting the faireft 

* conftruftion upon their defigns, inftead of 

* fiercely declaiming againft them; above all, 
‘ by teftifying a fincere difpofition to advance 

‘ Truth 
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*' Truth and Goodnefs without any indirect 

* views to our own intereft. Or, were all 

* other confiderations out of the cafe, we 

* could never be excufed from proceeding in 

* the way of gentlenefs and civility,-.from 

* treating them with due relpedi, and ex- 

* prefling the lincerelt. good-will to their per - 

* fans. Be their moral and religious defeats 

* what they will, we Ihould hardly be wife , 

* if we reproved with bitternefs, advifed 

* with infolence, and condemned with paf- 

* lion. In all addreffes to miftaken and bad 

* men, where our purpofe is to inform or 

* amend them, the gentleft applications are 

* furely the beft, becaufe thefe excite no paf- 

* lion to counteract their virtue “/ 


Thus I have executed, to the utmoft of 
my power, the firft part of this new Logic, 
or general Inveftigation of Truth and Error, 
and given a ProfpeCt of the other two: and, 
though I acknowledge myfelf under great 
obligations to different writers and philofo- 
phers, particularly the two champions of 

* • • l . + 1 

m Hurd, 2 Vol. a Serm. 

Vol. II. Y-. learning, 
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leaning, Ariftotle arid Bacon, I have exeiN 
gcifed the privilege of an author, by fubmit- 
ting their doctrines to the examination of my 
own judgment; making myfelf folely and 
properly refponfible for the whole. And, if 
I have been too bold and too much felf-dire&ed 
tn the exercife of this privilege, to fay that ! 
am lorry for it, is what I deem a Very weak 
andinfufEcient apology. The beft amends that 
I can make to the authors I have injured, and 
to the public, will be to folicit, as I do; the 
fair examination of all fcholars and philofo- 
phers, and to promife, as I will, to retraft, 
to change, to corre£t, and to improve any or 
every part upon fair con vision. Senfible, as 
I fully am, of the many faults and imper- 
fe&ions which mud have overtaken me in 
my various and extenfive walk, and profeif- 
ing, as I fmcerely do, that the imprOv£riNrit 
of found learning is not only the reigning 
motive, but the foie object, of'my heart, I 
have to requeft of the Few who fhall do theUe 
volumes the honour of a perufal, '(for, from 
the nature of the work, it neither experts nor 
hopes for many readers,) that; with a free and 
independent mind, they will read with care 
3 * and 
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*nd judge with candour i andnoonewill^I 
hope, have reafon tocom plain of the rtertacity 
oc difingenuity of their author. And* ihould 
this humble eifay, which I prefutrie ta.call 
a New Logic, have the fingle .good ^foe- 
tune to lead men, who are fons of fcience, 
to think and to judge for themfelves* zmd 4fot m 
the thoughts and opinions of others: this one 
effect, by opening the door to thatluund im¬ 
provement, will be. more than a Efficient 
reward of all my labour. 

Now to You, my benevolent and learned 
auditors, for the patience and attention with 
which I have bden indulged, may my tri* 
bute of love and gratitude be duly paid: 
and to Him, whofe gracious gopdnefs hath 
enabled, me, with whatever ability^ to exe¬ 
cute this part of my intended plan, to whole 
honour and iervice it is more efpecially dedi¬ 
cated, ‘‘ who is of power to eftablilh you 
“ according to the Gofpel of the Evaogelifts 
“ and Apoftles, and the preaching of Jefus 
“ Chrift, according to the revelation of the 
“ N myftery which was kept fecret fince the 
. “ world 
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world began, but now is made manifeft 
by the Scriptures of the prophets, and, 
“ according to the commandment of the 
“ eternal God, made known to all nations for 
** the obedience of faith; to God only wife 
** be glory through Jefus Chrift for ever. 
“Amen 0 ;” 

• Rom. xri. a6, 27. 


THE END. 
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